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The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Anti-Imperialist  League  ,w 
held  on  November  26,  1904,  the  last  Saturday  in  i$pve-mber, 
at  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  at  twelve  o'clock  n.oonjipj}4  iW3£ 
adjourned  to  the  rooms  of  the  Twentieth  Century  i (J luby;l2 
Ashburton  Place,  on  Monday,  November  28.  Afev  a;  lunch- 
eon, the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  J  Ion.  George1 '£>. 
Boutwell,  the  reading  of  the  records  being  disposed  with. 

.    bill; 

ioni   i! 
ADDRESS   BY   THE   HON.    GEORGE    g.    liOUTWEUU 

1 1  i  o  '  i  - 1 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  am  glad  '  to  -see  so  many  good 
Anti-Imperialists  at  this  meeting.  Whatever  may 'happen  in 
the  years  that  are  near  us,  one  >of' two' events ^k  tn>  ;napipen 
ultimately: — Either  imperialism! rjfe>  ''t$n  ''be1'' trodden'  down!  in 
America  or  the  empire  is  to  b&jonm  la  pemrianidncyv  rWUiieh 
shall  it  be?  That  is  the  question,  ,<nott.  before  us nloiaiey-bu|t 
before  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  of :  the  country,*  audi  imleed 
it  is  before  the  whole  worftd.  All  are  interested  in  the  gre&t 
problem  whether,  in  this. i country^ iwhere .'republicanism  a~  mi 
idea  and  as  the  foundation  on  which  i  institutions  iwer'e  plrnced. 
is  to  disappear, — first  rlfheji^ea  amc};  tl*en  the  institutions,— or 
whether,  out  of  these  difficulties!,;  there/foto  >eome  a>rtew;  Imth 
of  freedom  for  the  people  !df.;this  country,  giving1 1  agdin  I  to  the 
world  a  republican-  'government  i  (Bounded  >  hlpon^  republican  iMas 
and  destined  to  last  in  the  mind i  of R mfazrkindr iag"lbrig  fa  si  there 
shall  be  a  genuine  belief  in  the  Declaration"  odP ■TiidepeiwJenb'e, 
that  all  men  are>created  equal.  Tf  this  be  not.  so.  then  thfrieid's 
nothing  that  can  survive  on  which  the  hopes  of  mankind*  can 
rest  as  to  tlip  ^utHir^q  JJheile  7e/^n<Tbe'[:ifto-,,governnn(ent!ib;y//the 


people,  there  can  be  no  general  freedom,  there  can  be  no  leal 
continuance  of  public  life  in  the  future  if  it  be  not  true  that 
all  men  are  created  free  and  equal. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  1  invite  you  to  the  consideration  of 
a  view  of  affaire  which  at  first  will  not  be  acceptable  to  you. 
Perhaps  when  I  shall  have  closed  my  brief  remarks  you  may 
accept  an  opinion  that  you  do  not  now  entertain. 

Since  the  election  of  Xovember  8,  I  have  been  pursued  by 
two  half  lines  from  Shakespeare: 

"Out  of  this  nettle,  danger, 
We  pluck  this  flower,  .-afety." 

Then  came  an  inquiry  to  me  which  I  transfer  to  you: 

Is  it  possible  out  of  the  election  of  President  Roosevelt  by 
a  majority  so  large  as  to  preclude  the  thought  that  he  is  not 
the  choice  of  the  American  people  and  upon  their  best  judg- 
ment, to  find  foothold  for  a  reasonable  conjecture  that  a  way 
may  be  opened  for  the  independence  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
for  the  realization  of  the  hopes  of  Mabini,  of  Agninaldo  and 
of  other  patriots  and  representatives  of  their  country  and  race 
and  for  the  formation  of  a  government  resting  upon  the  opinion 
of  the  people,  all  incident  to  and  consequent  upon  the  with- 
drawal of  our  army  and  civil  government? 

Is  it  possible  thus  to  illumine  the  future  by  a  conjecture  that 
the  empire  may  soon  disappear  and  that  the  republic  may  have 
a  new  birth? 

If  the  millions  who  voted  for  President  Roosevelt  are  all 
imperialists  then  our  conjecture  is  only  a  vain  vagary. 

First  of  all  it  may  be  said  that  President  Roosevelt  has  a 
personal  following  far  in  excess  of  the  popularity  that  was 
generally  conceded  to  him.  This  popularity  rested  upon  qual- 
ities in  the  man  that  were  in  no  visible  way  connected  with  his 
opinions  or  policy  concerning  imperialism.  Indeed,  of  the  main 
part  of  his  personal  supporters  it  may  be  said  that  they  were 
indifferent  to  his  views  upon  imperialism.  To  them  he  was 
and  is  the  representative  of  a  personal  vigorous  public  policy 
by  which  the  United  States  might  be  advanced  to  the  first 
place  among  the  naltions  of  the  earth.  The  election  shows  a 
personal  following  such  as  did  not  exist  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Blaine  e,r  of  Mr.  Clay  or  of  General  Jackson.  That  following 
in  its  personality  is  not  to  be  considered  in  the  future  political 
contests  of  the  country. 

"While  the  Democratic  Party  in  its  platform  and  its  candi- 


date  was  acceptable  to  the  Anti-Imperialists  it  is  to  be  said  that 
Judge  Parker  was  deficient  in  the  personal  and  individual 
characteristics  which  were  attractive  and  commanding  in  Pres" 
ident  Roosevelt.  Thence  it  came  to  pass  that  while  men  of  all 
grades  and  conditions  saw  in  Judge  Parker  a  most  excellent 
President  if  in  office,  but  as  a  candidate  they  saw  only  an  emi- 
nent person  who  could  not  command  an  election. 

Hence  the  Democratic  compaign  was  conducted  without 
hope  of  success  and  consequently  without  vigor. 

There  were  others  who  said,  unjustly  and  unwisely,  a-^  I 
think,  the  Democratic  Party  is  insincere  in  its  platform  con- 
cerning imperialism,  and  there  were  others  who  feared  the 
accession  of  the  Democratic  Party  to  power  as  a  danger  to 
business  prosperity.  Many  Republicans  and  many  Democrats 
as  well,  who  are  demanding  reciprocal  trade  with  Canada,  said 
the  election  of  Parker  is  not  a  success  for  us.  The  Republi  ans 
will  control  the  Senate.  We  must  force  Mr.  Lodge  and  the 
Republican  Party  to  accept  our  demand.  Hence  the  Repub- 
lican vote  in  Massachusetts  met  the  most  sanguine  expectntioi  s 
of  the  friends  of  President  Roosevelt. 

We  are,  however,  to  pass  in  review  a  coincident  event  before 
the  opinion  of  Massachusetts  upon  imperialism  can  be  an- 
nounced. Mr.  Douglas  was  an  open  Anti-Imperialist.  Gov. 
Bates  was  ;i  supporter  of  the  imperialistic  policy  of  President 
McKinley  and  President  Roosevelt. 

Thus  was  the  issue  made  between  freedom  and  tyranny, 
between  the  policy  of  Lord  ^North  and  the  principles  of  the 
I  declaration  of  Independence.  Tn  this  issue  Massachusetts  was 
herself  again,  but  more  instructive  even  is  the  lesson  taughl  by 
the  vote  in  the  Eighth  district.  Mr.  McCaU  is  known  over  the 
country  as  an  Anti'linporialisf  of  an  early  date  and  of  unyield- 
ing consistency.  He  is  elected  by  a  majority  so  large  that  the 
majorities  given  to  President  Roosevelt  upon  a  peic  ntage 
basis  are  insignificant.  The  Eighth  district  does  not  s-t'ind 
alone.  It  is  not  better  than  the  First  district  or  the  Thirteenth 
district.  If  in  each  district  the  Republican  candidate  had  stoi  d 
with  Mr.  McCall  his  majority  would  have  been  equally  signi- 
ficant. Thus  Massachusetts  in  this  election,  as  she  has  had 
opportunity,  asserts  herself  for  freedom,  for  equality,  for  self- 
government,  not  only  at  home  but  at  places  remote  as  well  as 
near. 

If   a   plebiscit   vote   could    be   taken,    Massachusetts   would 

5 


denounce  the  policy  of  President  McKinley  and  President 
Roosevelt  by  a  majority  of  not  less  than  three  to  one.  Massa- 
chusetts is  not  alone  in  the  cause  of  human  freedom,  she  has 
never  been  alone.  President  Roosevelt  did  not  receive  the  vote 
of  Massachusetts  in  consequence  of  his  imperialistic  policy,  but 
rather  in  spite  of  it.  Gov.  Bates  stood  for  President  Roosevelt, 
and  in  the  contest  between  Roosevelt  and  Douglas,  President 
Roosevelt  was  defeated. 

If  Ave  are  asked  to  furnish  proof  that  the  Administration  is 
pledged,  to  grant  to  the  Philippines  the  opportunity  for  self- 
government  whenever  the  inhabitants  are  qualified  to  exercise 
the  power  with  wisdom,  we  may  be  unable  to  meet  the  demand, 
yet  in  a  further  discussion  of  the  subject  I  shall  assume  that 
the  Administration  is  so  pledged.  If  so  pledged  and  the  pledne 
shall  be  kept,  then  out  of  this  nettle,  danger,  we  may  pluck  this 
flower,  safety. 

We  are  able  to  say  to  the  Administration,  if  you  recognize 
this  pledge  then  we  are  able  to  show  from  your  records  and 
reports  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  pledge  should  be  kept. 

You  have  taken  a  census  and  you  have  found  that  of  a  total 
population  of  less  than  eight  million  more  than  seven  million 
are  civilized.  Consult  the  authorities  if  you  will,  and  every- 
where you  will  be  told  that  a  civilized  people  are  capable  of 
maintaining  an  orderly  government.  The  cause  of  the  Fill 
pinos  is  strengthened,  by  the  historical  fact  that  such  a  govern- 
ment existed  in  Luzon  when  we  entered  Manila  in  May,  1898. 
On  this  evidence  we  may  say  to  the  President,  yon  are  hoi  ling 
eight  million  human  beings  in  involuntary  servitude  who  of 
right  ought  to  be  free.  You  have  a  lease  and  scope  of  power 
such  as  have  not  been  given  to  any  of  your  predecessors  unless 
Washington  and  Grant  may  be  named  as  exceptions.  We  may 
say  to  the  President,  you  haive  four  years  of  this  freedom 
before  you  in  which  time  you  can  perform  this  signal  act  of 
justice  and  which  if  now  neglected  by  you  we  ask  when  and  by 
whom  of  your  successors  can  you  expect  the  redemption  of  this 
pledge  that  you  have  given? 

Do  you  ask  for  a  people  now  under  your  jurisdiction  and 
control  who  are  capable  of  self-government?  Your  answer  is 
in  the  census  taken  of  your  command  and  by  your  own  agents. 

Do  you  ask  for  power?  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  majorities 
given  to  President  Roosevelt  the  8th  day  of  November. 

Do  you  ask  for  an  opportunity?     It  i-  to  be  found  in  these 
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four  years  of  freedom  in  power  such  as  lias  never  before  been 
granted. 

One  more  question  I  ask  of  President  Roosevelt  and  of  the 
Congress  that  he  leads  and  controls.  If,  under  these  circum- 
stances, with  this  opportunity  before  you,  if  you  refrain,  if  you 
neglect,  if  you  refuse, — when  and  by  whom  do  you  expect  that 
the  pledge  which  you  have  given  will  be  redeemed? 

If  you  wish  to  secure  for  the  Republican  Party  a  lease  of 
power  corresponding  to  the  grant  made  to  Mr.  Lincoln  in  1864 
in  recognition  of  the  emancipation  of  four  million  slaves,  the 
opportunity  is  now  before  you: — Bring  the  army  and  the  civil 
government  out  of  the  Philippine  Islands  and  thus  elevate 
eight  million  human  beings  from  involuntary  servitude  to 
personal  freedom,  self-government  and  statehood  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

But  whatever  may  have  boon  done  by  the  Administration 
and  without  regard  to  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  its  future 
policy,  Ave  may  claim  that  Massachusetts  has  passed  out  from 
under  the  suspicion  of  being  an  imperialistic  state.  This  is  a 
victory  that  in  its  far-reaching  results  may  bo  a  full  set-off  to 
any  evil  consequences  that  may  follow  the  election  of  President 
Roosevelt. 


REPORT    OF   THE    SECRETARY. 

Boston,  November  26,  1904. 
It  is  plain  that  a  cause  like  that  which  the  Anti-Imperialist 
League  is  formed  to  promote  cannot  yet  succeed  as  a  paramount 
political  question  upon  which  a  popular  verdict  may  be  gained. 
Apparently  only  the  minority  of  the  nation  and  perhaps 
a  small  minority  has  been  aroused  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
the  conduct  of  affairs  in  a  remote  part  of  the  world,  although 
involving  great  expense,  suffering  and  loss  of  life,  and  it  is 
still  more  obvious  that  no  sufficient  interest  has  been  excited 
by  the  moral  and  constitutional  questions  involved  in  the  de- 
parture which  has  taken  place  from  the  standards  and  the 
practice  of  the  United  States  previous  to  1898.  It  is  our  duty 
in  the  existing  state  of  things  to  maintain  our  efforts  for  pro- 
gressive popular  education,  to  take  advantage  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  induce  the  political  pairty  in  power  to  advance  steps 
which  may  lead  to  Filipino  independence  and  to  watch  with 


such  helpfulness  as  we  may  be  able  to  exert  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  Philippine  Islands  and  the  other  outlying  terri- 
torial possessions  and  the  progress  of  legislation  in  this  country 
bearing  upon  their  interests. 

Certainly  no  one  can  regret,  because  they  have  gone  down 
to  defeat,  that  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  Party  and  -o 
many  leaders  of  that  party,  including  its  candidate  for  the 
presidency,  took  up  the  cause  of  anti-imperialism  and  made  it 
a  part  of  their  campaign.  The  opportunity  has  been  given  as 
it  was  given  four  years  ago  to  prove  that  our  cause  was  a  living 
and  an  active  one  with  many  strong  arguments  drawn  from  the 
existing  situation  to  enforce  it,  and  although  the  arguments 
employed  and  the  evidence  presented  were  discredited  by 
partisans  in  the  heat  of  the  campaign,  they  have  not  been  urged 
in  vain,  but  have  planted  seeds  which  will  grow  up  and  bear- 
fruit  in  thought,  inquiry  and  investigation.  These  fact-  re- 
main,— that  the  Anti-Imperialist  cause  found  outspoken 
adherents,  though  unofficially,  in  many  Republican  quarters, 
that  it  was  officially  championed  by  the  Democratic  Party  and 
that  the  very  important  petition  signed  by  more  than  seven 
thousand  names,  including  those  of  the  most  prominent  judges, 
lawyers,  educators,  professional  and  business  men  of  the 
country,  directed  to  the  Republican  and  Democratic  National 
Political  Conventions  and  asking  for  Philippine  independence, 
showed  what  progress  the  cause  of  anti-imperialism  had  ma  le 
among  thinking  men  in  the  United  States. 

It  has  become  evident  that  this  cause  of  ours  is  too  persistent 
to  die,  that,  as  for  so  long  a  time  it  has  not  got  settled,  it  cannot 
have  been  settled  right,  and  thus  we  may  take  courage  to  go 
on  with  our  propaganda  with  unabated  ardor.  Of  course,  its 
object  is  Philippine  independence,  but  to  those  who  prefer  to 
think  of  the  value  of  their  work,  day  by  day,  rather  than  of  its 
effect  in  approximating  a  high  ideal,  we  may  point  to  the  re- 
markable words  of  Secretary  Taft  at  Cambridge,  when  he  >-aid 
that  the  work  of  the  Anti-Imperialists  had  been  "of  value  in 
upholding  the  standard  of  the  government  in  the  Islands 
because  it  has  put  that  government  on  trial  and  has  made 
every  member  of  it  strain  himself  to  make  it  worthy  of  sup" 
port."  We  think  we  can  assure  our  friends  who  are  conducting 
civil  and  military  affairs  in  the  Philippine  Islands  that  they 
will  continue  to  have  the  stimulating  advantage  of  a  strong 
opposition  until  we  can  do  them  the  crowning  favor  of  their 


final  and  permanent  removal! 

The  history  of  the  year  may  be  briefly  told.  We  have  dis- 
tributed about  100,000  documents,  the  greater  part  newly 
published  by  us,  some  former  publications  still  timely  in  their 
scope,  and  some  furnished  us  by  friendly  societies  and  in  livi  1- 
uals.  The  titles  of  the  new  documents  which  we  have  circu- 
lated this  year  are  subjoined. 
The  Cost  of  War  and  Warfare.     Edward  Atkinson.     Oct.  9, 

1903. 
Report  of  the  Fifth  Annual   Meeting  and   Its  Adjournment, 

November  28  and  30,  1903. 
Address    at    the    Luncheon    of    the    Anti-Imperialist    League. 

Prof.    William   James,    Twentieth    Century    Club,   Nov.    30, 

1903. 
Extract  from  Treasurer's  Report.     Leaflet. 
The  Duty   of  Americans  in   the  Philippines.      Senate   Docu- 
ment 191,  58th  Congress,  2d  Session.     Address.     The  Hon. 

AVilliam   Howard   Taft,  before  the  Union   Reading-  College, 

Manila,  December  17,  1903. 
The  Union   of   Democracy.      Address   before   the  Lewis   Cass 

Club.     The  Hon.  Alfred  Lucking,  December  21,  190^5. 
Speech  on  the  Panama  Question.     Hon.  Thomas  M.  Patterson, 

United  States  Senate,  January  19  and  20.  1904. 
The  Cost  of  War  and  Warfare.     Edward  Atkinson.     January 

26,  1904. 
Speech    on    the   Panama    Question.      U<»n.    E.    W.    Carmack, 

United  States  Senate,  February  9,  1904. 
The  Recognition  of  Panama.     The  Hon.  MoornYld  Storey. 
Ahab's  Vineyard.     Leaflet. 

Bushel  of  Hornets.     Leaflet.     Dr.  W.  A.  Croffut. 
Conditions  in  the  Philippines.     Leaflet.     Erving  AVinslow. 
The  Democracy's  Opportunity.     The  Hon.  Grover  <  leveland. 

Reprinted  from  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  February  20, 

1904. 
Extract  from  the  same.     Leaflet. 
The    Principles    for    which    the    American    Revolution    Wrs 

Fought.     Address  before  the  Ohio  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

Queen  City  Club,  Cincinnati,   Ohio.      The  Hon.   Rufus    B. 

Smith,  February  22,  1904. 
Extract  from  an  Address.     Secretary  Taft,     Leaflet.     Cincin" 

nati,  February  22,  1904. 
The  Philippine  Policy  of  Secretary  Taft  Analyzed.     The  lion. 


Moorfield  Storey. 
The  Philippine  Census.     Leaflet. 
Conditions  in  the  Philippines.      Senate  Document   170,    58th 

Congress.     2d  Session.     David  H.  Doherty,  M.  D. 
A    Definite   Policy.      Leaflet.      Letter    to    Boston    Transciipt. 

David  Greene  Haskins,  Jr.,  March  24,  1904. 
Our  Country.     Leaflet.     Address  before  the  Iroquois  Club  of 

Chicago.     Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles.     April  13,  1904. 
Hush,  Hush,  Don't  Mention  Freedom.     Leaflet. 
No  Jury  Trial  for  Americans  in  the  Philippines.     Leaflet. 
Cost   of  War  and   Warfare.      Broadside.      Edward   Atkinson. 

July,   1904. 
Cost    of   War   and   Warfare.      The  same    abridged.      Edward 

Atkinson.     July,  1904. 
The  Democratic  Philippine  Plank.     Leaflet. 
To  the  Independent  Voter.     An  open  letter.     Carl  Schurz. 
Constitutional  Democracy  vs.  Imperialism.     Leaflet. 
Neutralization.     A  policy  by  which  any  responsibility  incurred 

by   the    United    States   in    the   Philippine   Islands   may   be 

discharged.     Leaflet,  condensed  from  a  paper  read  before  the 

Thirteenth  International  Peace  Congress.  Erving  Winslow. 
Anti-Imperialism    the    Great    Issue.      Addresses.      The    Hon. 

Charles  R.   Codman  and  Mr.  Henry  W.   Hardon.     Reply. 

Hon.  Alton  B.  Parker.     October  15,  1904. 

We  have  used  mailing  lists,  the  services  of  friends  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  in  some  cases  distribution  by  hand  at 
offices  and  stores  and  at  public  meetings  in  various  places.  The 
demand  from  scholars  in  educational  establishments  and  mem- 
bers of  debating  clubs  of  all  kinds  for  documents  as  materials 
for  debates  has  continued.  It  has  been  the  custom  to  ask  the 
participants  in  these  debates  to  report  the  result  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  how  almost  unanimously  the  decision  has 
been  in  favor  of  the  abandonment  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
the  form  which  the  positive  of  the  question  usually  takes. 

At  the  luncheon,  November  30th,  1903,  at  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club,  which  followed  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
League,  addresses  were  made  by  the  Hon.  Winslow  Warren, 
Prof.  William  James,  the  Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell,  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Livermore,  the  Hon.  George  E.  McNeill,  the  Rev.  R.  E. 
Risbee,  the  Rev.  Charles  Gordon  Ames  and  the  Rev.  Charles 
AV.  Wendte,  and  these  speeches  and  addresses  were  published 
in  the  Annual  Report. 
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On  the  21st  of  April,  1904,  a  luncheon  was  given  at  the 
Twentieth  Century  C  lub  which  was  addressed  by  the  Hon. 
George  S.  Boutwell,  the  Lev.  Dr.  A.  A.  Berle,  the  Hon.  A.  A. 
Putnam,  Prof.  Homer  B.  Sprague,  Mr.  Martin  L.  Travieso  and 
a  poem  was  read  by  Mr.  "William  Koscoe  Thayer,  UA  Son's 
Appeal  to  America." 

A  meeting  of  Anti-Imperialists  was  held  in  St.  Louis,  July 
6th,  in  which  New  England,  i^ew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois, 
Ohio  and  Oregon  were  represented  j  A  committee  of  three 
delegates,  one  each  from  Oregon,  Illinois  and  Massachusetts, 
was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  committee  of  resolutions  of  the 
Democratic  Convention  to  urge  upon  the  committee  the  adop- 
tion of  a  submitted  plank  for  the  platform,  referring  to  tue 
petition  for  Philippine  independence  which  had  been  presented 
through  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  Charles  A.  Towne.  The  com- 
mittee was  the  first  one  heard  by  the  full  committee  on 
resolutions.  It  was  listened  to  with  respect  and  the  plank  was 
substantially  adopted. 

On  the  first  of  August,  1904,  a  large  and  enthusiastic  meet" 
ing  was  held  in  Fanenil  Hall  to  commend  the  Philippine  plank 
of  the  Democratic  National  Platform.  This  meeting  was 
presided  over  by  the  lion.  George  S.  Boutwell,  who  made  a 
speech,  and  it  was  addressed  by  the  Hon.  L.  V.  C.  Garvin,  the 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams  and  the  Hon.  "W.  B  mrke  '  'ockraai. 

Two  vice  presidents  of  the  New  England  Anti-Imperialist 
League  have  died  during  the  year.  Dr.  E.  Winchester  Donald 
had  been  one  of  its  mosl  consistent,  vigorous  and  outspoken 
supporters  and  from  his  noble  character  and  his  very  important 
position  his  influence  was  wide  and  valuable.  Ilis  words  and 
deeds  of  helpfulness  and  sympathy  were  a  constant  encourage- 
ment to  the  officials  of  the  League  and  he  will  he  missed  from 
its  counsels. 

The  Hon.  Henry  Brewer  Metcalf,  next  to  the  cause  whi  h 
was  with  him  paramounl  to  all  others,  believed  in  Anti- 
Imperialism  with  all  the  energy  of  his  vivid,  earnest  nature. 
He  was  a  generous  giver  to  the  League  of  time  and  money. 
His  place  can  scarcely  be  supplied. 

There  have  been  irreparable  breaches  in  the  ranks  of  our 
supporters.  Henry  C.  "Weston,  Joseph  A.  Allen,  Anns  W. 
Stetson,  James  Munson  Barnard,  Abby  Morton  Diaz,  George 
H.  Munroe,  Nathan  B.  Prescott,  should  be  remembered  here 
with  respect  and  gratitude. 
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It  would  seem  that  historical  investigations  in  defence  of  our 
position  had  been  exhaustive,  but  a  most  interesting  parallel 
has  only  lately  been  unearthed  by  Mr.  Henry  W.  liardon  to 
the  relations  between  the  Philippine  Republic  and  the  United 
States  at  the  time  the  treaty  negotiated  by  the  United  States 
with  Spain  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Spanish  War  was  ratified. 
After  the  thirteen  colonies  had  taken  up  arms,  the  King  of 
Spain  declared  war  against  England,  assisted  the  colonies  with 
a  loan  of  money,  and  sent  his  troops  into  what  was  then  the 
Colony  of  Georgia.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war  these  troops 
held  part  of  the  territory  of  that  colony  and  for  some  years 
continued  to  hold  it  in  spite  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  United 
States.  The  King  of  Spain  insisted  that,  having  acquired  that 
territory  by  force  of  arms,  and  never  having  recognized  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  he  was  entitled  to  retain  it. 
Our  situation  in  the  Philippines  as  fully  stated  in  Senate  Doc- 
ument 62  was  so  similar  that  the  arguments  of  Washington, 
Jefferson  and  Pinckney,  which  were  effectual  in  cau-ing  the 
relinquishment  of  the  Spanish  claims  and  the  withdrawal  of 
her  forces,  might  have  been  appropriately  employed  by  the 
Filipinos  in  remonstrance  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

"A  war  existing  between  two  nations  as  Spain  and  Great 
Britain  could  give  to  neither  the  right  to  seize  and  appropriate 
the  territory  of  a  third  which  is  neutral,  much  less  (of  one) 
which  is  an  associate  in  the  war,  as  the  United  States  were 
with  Spain 

Spain  was  bound  to  deliver  the  posts  in  Georgia  to  the 
United  States  as  the  successor  to  the  title  of  Great  P>ritain, 
tut  she  was  also  bound  to  do  so  by  the  law  of  nations  on  )a 
much  stronger  ground,  as  (the  United  States  were)  the  real  and 
only  proprietors  of  those  places  which  she  (Spain)  had  taken 
possession  of  in  a  moment  of  danger  without  having  had  any 
cause  of  war  with  the  United  States,  and  without  having  de- 
clared any;  but,  on  the  contrary,  conducting  herself  in  other 
respects  as  a  friend  and  associate." 

How  is  it  possible  to  avoid  condemnation  of  the  insincerity 
which  has  denied  within  a  decade  the  application  of  those 
rules  of  international  law  to  which  we  appealed  a  century  ago? 

At  the  last  general  Anti-Imperialist  Conference  a  committee 
was  appointed  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Anti-Imperialist    cause    and    this    committee    authorized    last 
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mouth,  the  publication  of  an  abridgement  of  a  report  on  Phil- 
ippine conditions  made  by  Prof.  H.  Parker  AVillis,  who  has 
recently  returned  from  a  four  months'  sojourn  in  the  Islands. 
Prof.  Willis,  who  has  been  connected  with  "Washington  and 
Lee  University,  Lexington,  Ya.,  wrote:  "I  stand  personally 
for  the  statements  I  make.  I  have  verified  the  details  of  this 
paper  so  far  as  now  possible.  There  may  be  errors  of  detail 
as  there  may  be  in  the  work  of  any  one,  though  I  trust  not, 
but  of  the  essential  correctness  of  the  picture  there  can,  I 
believe,  be  no  doubt." 

Messrs.  Moorfield  Storey,  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Carl 
Sclmrz,  Edwin  Burritt  Smith  and  Herbert  Welsh  of  the  com- 
mittee state  that  Prof.  Willis  has  "had  exceptional  opportuni- 
ties for  ascertaining  the  truth.  For  his  entire  honesty,  his 
skill  as  a  trained  investigator,  his  judgment  in  weighing  evi- 
dence and  his  reliability  as  a  witness  we  vouch." 

This  report  was  not  primarily  intended  for  political  use. 
Prof.  Willis's  investigations  are  embodied  in  an  extended 
report  which  will  probably  be  published  soon  in  book  form. 
Their  condensation  in  the  letter  submitted  to  the  committee 
was  printed  in  full  only  in  the  Xew  York  Evening  Post  of 
October  28th  last.  It  was  alluded  to  by  the  Democratic  can 
didate  for  the  Presidency  and  it  has  been  superficially  attacked 
by  representatives  of  the  Administration.  The  report  when 
presented  in  full  must  have  a  great  effect  in  enlightening  the 
public  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  true  condition  of  affairs 
in  the  Philippine  Islands.  The  summary  of  Mr.  Willis's  letter 
is  as  follows:  "We  have  in  fact  destroyed  the  public  buildings 
of  the  country,  inflicted  continuous  crop  losses  during  a  period 
of  six  years,  ravaged  and  burned  large  sections  of  territory, 
produced  conditions  leading  to  the  death  of  most  of  the  farm 
animals  and  to  serious  human  and  animal  epidemics,  brought 
foreign  trade  to  an  unprofitable  condition  by  our  tariff  legisla- 
tion, inaugurated  a  tremendously  expensive  government  for  the 
benefit  of  foreign  office  holders,  established  a  partisan  judiciary, 
crowded  the  prisons  and  deported  or  sent  to  the  gallows  the 
best  and  most  patriotic  of  the  native  leaders'." 

It  is  impossible  to  avoid  an  allusion  here  to  the  eonfirinatoiy 
evidence  afforded  by  two  recent  critics  from  an  entirely  inde- 
pendent standpoint.  Mr.  John  Foreman,  in  his  paper  in  the 
September  number  of  the  Contemporary  Review,  -tamps  <>nr 
experiment  as  an  absolute  failure.     Mr.   Alleyne  Ireland,  who 
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has  recently  returned  from  the  Philippine  Island-  a-  an  impar- 
tial student  of  the  conditions,  sees  no  logical  h<  pe  because  of 
the  lack  of  power  and  opportunity  in  the  Unit  d  States  to 
carry  on  a  genuinely  imperial  form  of  colonial  government. 
So  long  as  we  continue  in  form  a  republic,  criminal  as  our 
attempt  at  imperialism  may  be,  it  can  but  be  a  pinchbeck 
article  in  the  eyes  of  tho?e  trained  and  experienced  observers 
who  know  that  an  absolute  autocracy  and  the  employment  of 
coolie  labor  are  the  only  means  of  getting  real  profit  from  the 
outlying  possessions.  Unless  the  whole  subject  be  forgotten, 
and  against  that  possibility  the  Anti-Imperialist  League  pledges 
itself  persistently  to  strive,  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  will  be 
the  best  argument  for  our  cause,  and  sooner  or  later  knowledge 
of  the  truth  the  American  public  must  have. 

We  hope  now  to  unite  in  hearty  co-operation  all  those 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  believe  in  Philippine  inde- 
pendence and  thus  to  employ  every  method  by  which  it  may  be 
attained.  Action  to  bring  about  this  end  must  be  in  the  last 
resort  political  action.  Our  campaign  of  education  welcoming 
every  means  of  influencing  action  is  unpartiean.  Those  of  our 
friends  who  believe  that  Republican  sentiment  can  be  moulded 
and  directed  toward  its  attainment  are  free  to  exert  what 
power  they  possess  in  this  direction.  Those  who  belong  to 
parties  which  are  out  of  office  can  see  to  it  that  the  programme 
that  we  advocate  is  still  the  programme  for  them,  awaiting 
opportunities  for  its  promotion,  and  the  independents  who 
belong  to  no  party  will  be  found,  we  are  assured,  largely  ready 
to  act  with  us  in  extending  the  knowledge  of  the  situation  and 
of  the  principles  for  which  we  contend.  No  one  has  ever 
determined  the  relative  proportions  between  the  leaven  and  the 
lump  which  it  is  finally  to  leaven.  The  process  is  a  silent  one 
and  the  results  are  often  sudden  and  unexpected. 

Meanwhile  let  us  take  to  heart  some  timely  and  inspiring 
words,   though   not  primarily   addressed   to   us   the   other   'lay: 

"I  wish  to  see the  determination  not  to  shrink 

back  when  temporarily  beaten  in  life,  as  each  one  will  be  now 
and  then,  but  to  come  up  again,  and  wrest  triumph  from 
defeat." — Theodore  Roosevelt. 

ERVIXG  WISTSLOW,  Secretary. 
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In  presenting  this  financial  report  for  the  sixth  year  of  the 
League's  work,  the  Treasurer  lias  again  the  grateful  duty  of 
expressing,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  warmest  appreciation  of  the  splendid  self-sacrificing 
devotion  to  American  ideals  of  the  many  earnest  men  and 
women, — members  of  the  League  and  friends  of  the  cause, — 
whose  loyal  support  has  never  faltered.  Their  liberal  and 
repeated  contributions, — ranging  from  the  widow's  mite  to  the 
hundred  dollar  check;  their  touching  letters;  their  earnest 
words  of  sympathy,  have  been  a  constant  encouragement  and 
inspiration.  "With  such  convincing  evidences  before  him, — 
whatever  others  might  say  in  moments  of  discouragement, — 
he  who  has  the  happiness  to  be  the  Treasurer  of  this  League 
could  not,  even  if  he  tried,  be  a  pessimist,  nor  allow  himself 
for  a  moment  to  believe  that  our  national  ideals  have  perished 
from  the  earth. 

And  now,  what  of  the  future?  That  is  for  the  League  to 
determine;  but  I  cannot  but  think  the  answer  may  be  read  in 
those  same  letters  and  messages  of  the  past  years.  Anti- 
Imperialism  is  an  immortal  principle.  It  is,  we  believe,  the 
application  of  Christianity  to  international  affairs; — of  the 
principles  of  true  democracy  to  our  dealings  with  other  peoples. 
It  is  justice  as  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  conquest,  or  to  an  un- 
scrupulous missionary  zeal.  When  justice  controls  all  our 
national  policy  towards  the  weaker  and  less  fortunate  peoples 
the  League  may  go  out  of  business.  When  the  Golden  Rule 
is  repealed  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence  is  struck  from 
our  records, — it  must  disband.  But  today  it  has  a  me-sage  for 
the  country;  a  work  of  education  to  perform,  as  necessary  for 
the  American  people  as  for  the  Filipinos.  The  method  of 
doing  that  work  may  vary  from  time  to  time,  with  changing 
conditions.  But  the  League  cannot  rest.  With  moderation 
and  fairness,  with  unshaken  confidence  in  the  moral  soundness 
of  the  American  people,  it  must  make  its  earnest  appeal  to  their 
judgment,  their  conscience,  and  their  heart.  Patiently  it  must 
seek  to  convince  them  of  the  folly,  expense  and  wrong  involved 
in  the  present  un-American  craze  for  imitating  Eun  pean 
colonialism.  It  must  make  them  realize  that  justice  is  even 
higher  than  benevolence,  that  the  Golden  Rule  applies  to 
nations  as  well  as  to  individuals;  and  that  we  are  violating  it 
every  clay  in  the  Philippines. 

It  should  seize  every  opportunity  to  spread  information;    to 
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encourage  discussions  and  joint  debates;  and  to  keep  the 
question  constantly  before  the  people.  It  should  continue  its 
successful  efforts  to  promote  a  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  our 
schools  and  colleges, — among  the  voters  of  the  near  future. 
It  should  carefully  watch  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  use 
all  its  influence  against  legislation  tending  to  connect  the 
Philippines  more  closely  with  this  country.  And  it  should 
steadily  and  without  a  shadow  of  compromise  maintain,  in  the 
sight  of  all  men,  its  lofty  standard,  constantly  demanding  an 
immediate  promise  of  early  independence  for  the  Islands. 

All  can  help, — even  the  quietest  and  least  influential  member 
of  the  League, — in  shaping  public  opinion.  Your  committee 
are  ready  and  anxious  to  continue  the  work  with  energy  and 
enthusiasm.  But  money  is  needed,  of  course.  We  have  less 
than  $200  in  the  treasury.  In  saying  this  the  Treasurer  i9 
painfully  aware  that  the  principal  burden  of  carrying  on  the 
work  for  several  past  years  has  rested  on  comparatively  few 
devoted  friends  of  the  cause.  Others,  who  also  sympathize 
with  the  object,  ought  to  share  this  burden.  The  committee 
have  endeavored  to  devise  means  to  this  end;  and  practical 
suggestions  as  to -methods  of  raising  money  in  the  new  year  are 
urgently  requested. 

The  Anti-Imperialist  League  will  continue  its  work,  with 
full  confidence  of  ultimate  success.  The  defeat  in  an  el;  ction 
of  a  political  party  that  has  bravely  and,  I  believe,  honestly, 
advocated  our  principles  is  regrettable,  but  it  is  a  mere  passing 
incident. 

Our  lack  of  members  need  not  discourage1  us.  The  Aboli- 
tionists were  fewr;  but  slavery  perished.  Victory  will  comi  , 
and  it  may  be  nearer  than  we  think.  Wendell  Phillips  is  said 
to  have  predicted,  shortly  before  the  Civil  War,  that  no  man 
then  living  would  see  the  end  of  slavery.  Washington  and  his 
band  of  indomitable  patriots  would  have  exulted  if,  amidst  the 
discouragements  and  hardships  of  Valley  Porge,  they  could 
have  look  forward  to  the  crowning  triumph  of  Yorktown.  le  s 
than  the  space  of  one  Presidential  term  in  the  future. 

"Have  you  struck?"  demanded  the  English  captain  in  the 
midst  of  John  Paul  Jones's  desperate  sea  fight,  when,  for  /r 
moment  the  murderous  cannonade  had  ceased.  "I  have  not 
begun  to  fight,"  was  Jones's  proud  reply.  And  he  won,  again-t 
great  odds. 

DAVID    G.    HASKINS,    JR,    Treasurer. 
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The  Secretary  reported  recommending  changes  in  the  Con- 
stitution as  follows: 

The  Executive  Committee  suggests  that  article  one  si  all  be 
struck  out  from  the  Constitution.     The  article  read-: 

'"This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Xew  England 
Anti-Imperialist  League.  It  shall  be  enrolled  as  a  member  of 
and  shall  co-operate  with  the  American  Anti-Imperialist 
League,"  and  that  a  new  article  be  adopted  as  follow-: 

"This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Anti-Imperialist 
League." 

That  article  two,  which  now  reads:  "This  League  is  organ- 
ized to  aid  in  holding  the  United  States  true  to  the  principles 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  It  seeks  the  preservation 
of  the  lights  of  the  people  as  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Con- 
stitution. Its  members  hold  self-government  to  be  funda- 
mental and  good  government  but  incidental.  It  is  its  purpose 
to  oppose  by  all  proper  means  the  extension  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States  over  subject  peoples.  It  will  withhold  its 
support  from  any  candidate  or  party  that  stands  for  the  forcible 
subjugation  of  any  people," — 
shall  be  struck  out  and  the  following  article  substituted  for  it: 

"a  his  League  was  organized  to  aid  in  holding  the  United 
States  true  to  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
It  believes  that  governments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the 
consent  of  the  governed  and  holds  self-government  to  be 
fundamental  and  good  government  but  incidental.  It  demands 
for  all  people  under  the  United  States  government  the  rights 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  Its  object  is  by  all  proper 
means  to  oppose  as  inconsistent  with  American  ideals  the 
forcible  extension  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  over 
foreign  peoples  and  in  particular  to  work  constantly  for  the 
early  and  complete  independence  of  the  Philippine  Inlands." 

That  article  five,  which  now  reads: 

"The  Executive  Committee  may  contribute  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  funds  of  the  League  to  the  support  of  the  general  work 
of  the  American  Anti-Imperialist  League," 
shall  be  struck  out. 

The  proposed  changes  were  unanimously  adopted. 

ELECTION    OF    OEFICEES. 
On  motion   a  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  James  H.  Bow- 
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ditch  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Cars  on  was  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
collect  and  count  ballots  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
having  performed  this  duty  reported  that  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  elected: 

PRESIDENT 

GEORGE    S.    BOUTWELL 

TREASURER 

DAVID    GREENE     RASKINS,    JR. 

SECRETARY 

ERVING    WINSLOW 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE 


Charles  Gordon  Ames 
Gamaliel  Bra  hi  ord 
Julian  Codman 
Patiuck  A.  Collins 
C.  F.  Dole 
Ciiahi.es  Fleischer 
William  Lloyd  Garkmin 
Edwin    (Jinn 


George  E.  McNeill 
Albert  S.  Parsons 
Albion  A.   Perri 
A.  A.   Putnam 
Josiaii  Qiincv 
John  Ritchie 
Frank  B.  Sanborn 
Charles  Warren 


FlSKE    Warren 


VICE=PRESIDENTS 


CONNECTICl T 

Henry  Wade   Rogers 
William  G.  Sumner 
Charles  F.  Thayer 

I  hi,  I  NO  TS 

Edwin  Burritt  Smith 

MAINE 

Seth  C.  Gordon 
Luther  F.   McKinney 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Edward  Atkinson 
Leonard  W.  Bacon 
Samuel  Bowles 
D.    H.  Chamherlain 
Charles  R.  Codman 
Dana  Estes 
G.  Stanley-  Hall 
William  James 
Henry  W.   Lamis 
Edwin  D.    Mead 
Robert  M.   Morse 
James  P.   Munroe 
Charles  Eliot    Norton 
Francis  A.  Osborn 
Henry  Pickering 
Moorfield  Storey 
Winslow   Warren 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE 

Henry  F.   Hollis 

NEW     YORK 

Everett  V.  Abbott 
Charles  Stewart  Davison- 
Louis  R.   Ehrich 
Patrick  Ford 
William  R.    Huntington 
Mrs.  Charles  Russell  Lowell 

PENNSVL  VA  N1A 

Herbert  Welsh 
W.  Horace   Hoskins 

WISCONSIN 

William  George    Bruce 

RHODE    ISLAND 
Edwin  C.  1'ierce 
W.  N.  McVickar 

TEXAS 

Tames  L.   Slayden 

VERMONT 

A.   1'.  Childs 
A.  C.   A.   Hall 

WYOMING 

John  C.   Ha  mm 
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REMARKS    BY    MR.    WILLIAM    LLOYD    GARRISON. 

I  confess  to  a  relief  that  the  political  campaign  is  ended  and 
that,  as  anti-imperialists,  we  meet  again  upon  our  strongest 
ground,  which  is  the  moral  one.  Eager  as  we  are  for  a  party 
change  in  our  direction,  we,  like  all  associations  based  on  an 
ethical  truth,  are  least  effective  in  the  heat  of  elections. 

It  is  then  that  numbers  count,  and  the  numerical  strengh  of 
our  organization  is  as  yet  a  future  asset.  It  is  the  fake  majority 
of  present  figures  only  that  politicians  respect.  They  have  ho 
eyes  to  see  that  one  with  right  upon  his  side  is  the  real  major- 
ity and  shapes  events  to  come.  For,  against  the  right  what 
shall  permanently  prevail! 

How  transitory  is  political  success!  How  unstable  and 
unreasoning  seem  the  many  headed  people.  Like  ocean  tides 
opinions  ebb  and  flow.  The  deluge  which  has  overtaken  one 
party  this  year  will  in  due  time  be  followed  by  another  to 
engulf  the  victors. 

"Wait  a  little;    do  we  not  wait? 

William  McKinley  was  not  Fate, 

Theodore  Roosevelt  is  not  Time; 

There's  One  hath  swifter  feet  than  Crime; 

Cannon — congresses  settle  naught; 

Ours  Manila — whose  is  Thought? 

Minie  is  good,  but,  spite  of  change 

Gutenberg's  gun  has  the  longest  range.'' 
While  we  keep  the  long-range  gum  of  free  speech  the  victory, 
howe'er  delayed,  is  never  doubtful.  So  we  are  justified  in 
meeting  today  with  cheer  and  jubilation,  confident  that  the 
apparent  misfortune  of  the  present  is  the  assured  pledge  of 
future  triumph.  After  six  years  of  struggle  against  the  swell- 
ing pride  of  Anglo-Saxon  self-consciousness,  its  lust  of  power 
and  greed,  what  inventory  can  the  anti-imperialists  show? 

A  few  of  the  original  articles  are  missing,  but  in  their  place 
have  been  added  many  of  greater  worth.  We  have  parted  with 
that  buoyant  confidence  in  the  nation's  speedy  return  to  its 
ideals.  We  had  not  comprehended  the  extent  of  Democracy's 
dry  rot.  We  held  the  faith  of  the  early  abolitionists,  that  it 
was  only  necessary  to  expose  a  great  iniquity  and  the  people 
would  hasten  to  erase  it.  We  misconceived  the  situation.  I 
hardly  know  what  other  belief  we  have  discarded;  it  is  easier, 
to  name  what  we  have  gained.     We  know  at  least  where  we 
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stand  and  what  imponderable  opposition  we  face.  The  Spanish 
War  was  the  touchstone  which  banished  illusion-  and  showed 
us  what  tyrannic  instincts  can  lurk  in  democratic  breasts. 

Among  our  gains  we  may  count  as  a  solid  credential  the 
unwilling  acknowledgement  of  our  accurate  predictions  by 
apologetic  soldiers  and  statesmen.  They  verify  the  existence 
of  the  dangers  against  which  this  League  warned  the  country 
at  the  outset.  After  the  capture  of  Manila  we  were  assured 
that  the  event  having  happened  closed  all  discussion.  It  was 
never  so  wide  open  as  now.  When  by  brute  force  and  cruelty 
the  slender  troops  of  the  Filipino  patriots  were  crushed,  we 
were  promised  the  spectacle  of  a  happy  and  united  people 
kissing  the  hand  that  smote  them.  The  records  of  the  govern- 
ment are  now  forced  to  portray  the  unreconciled  spirit  and 
hearty  hatred  of  the  subjugated  people. 

We  have  surmounted  the  barriers  to  free  speech.  The 
threats  of  punishment  for  treason  have  ceased.  Plain  language 
is  no  longer  a  luxury,  but  is  indulged  in  by  the  anti-imperi- 
alist as  human  nature's  daily  food.  The  aggressor  has  turned 
apologist  and  is  forced  to  defend  himself  against  himself. 
Guilt  is  its  own  accuser,  made  cowardly  by  conscience. 

It  has  been  joyful  to  see  officials  who  would  silence  by  law 
the  Administration's  critics  themselves  become  helplessly  in- 
continent of  speech  on  the  forbidden  theme.  We  sit  dumb 
with  astonishment  amidst  the  clamor  of  aelf-justification  from 
jingo  lips.  Nothing  is  settled.  The  discussion  is  broadcast. 
'Idie  ugly  fact  compels  debate  until  justice  and  independence 
in  the  Philippines  bring  the  only  possible  finality. 

It  is  a  striking  development,  this  disturbance  en  ated  by  B 
handful  of  politically  unintluential  men  and  women,  of  which 
this  League  is  the  nucleus.  They  have  no  party  to  execute 
commands;  no  gifts  to  bestow:  they  rely  solely  upon  the 
power  of  truth  and  the  righteousness  of  a  just  cause.  Yet  they 
occupy  the  thoughts  and  minds  of  the  empire  makers  in  greater 
proportion  than  all  other  opposing  forces.  AVe  cannot  read  a 
speech  from  either  one  of  the  scholarly  triumvirate  of  liberty's 
betrayers,  daft,  Root  and  Hay,  without  perceiving  that  their 
sorest  feelings  and  bitterest  epigrams  are  prompted  by  the 
vision  of  Boston's  jury  of  arraignment.  They  cannot  bear  the 
name  of  Aristides.  Every  sneer  at  Edward  Atkinson  or 
(iovernor  Boutwell  or  Moorfield  Storey  or  Erving  Winslow 
is  ;i  tribute  to  the  virtue  of  courage  and  plain   speech.      The 
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politician  can  be  placated,  the  self-seeker  rewarded,  hut  the 
apostle  of  truth  knows  no  compromise  and  demands  the  ulti- 
mate. Against  his  appeal  to  justice  they  have  no  weapons  in 
their  brutal  arsenal. 

As  the  commercial  promises  of  the  government  have  proved 
fake, — as  the  imprisoned  Islands  grow  more  and  more  a 
burden  to  the  captor, — as  the  American  people,  wearied  by 
the  horrors  of  slaughter,  are  looking,  at  least  sentimentally, 
towards  peace, — the  tide  is  turning  in  our  direction,  it  brings 
with  it,  however,  some  jetsam  and  flotsam  not  worth  rescuing 
from  the  waters.  The  temptation  is  offered  us  to  make  use  of 
certain  colonial  experts  fresh  from  the  Philippines,  who  reveal 
the  stupidity  of  our  government  in  ruling  subject  races.  To 
that  extent  they  help  to  heap  confusion  on  the  responsible 
parties,  but, — avowed  imperialists,  and  callous  to  human  rights, 
— we  have  no  basis  of  union  with  them. 

Thank  heaven  that  free  government  is  a  wrretched  school  for 
pro-consuls  and  turns  out  only  bungling  petty  despots.  "Bad 
kings  and  governors  help  us,  if  they  aire  only  bad  enough," 
said  Emerson.  We  have  no  wish  to  see  tyranny  made  more 
secure  or  less  trying  by  skilful  methods  introduced  into  our 
colonies.  The  very  word  colonies  should  be  enough  to  stir  the 
blood  of  the  people  of  Washington  and  Lincoln,  for  the  cor- 
ollary of  colony  is  slave,  and  imperialism  means  slavery  and 
nothing  else.  "System  for  all,  and  rights  for  none,"  is  the 
commercial  cry.  We  pray  for  clumsiness,  not  skill.  Good 
roads,  pure  water  and  ample  docks  are  a  poor  exchange  for 
independence. 

"Better  to  dwell  in  Freedom's  Hall 
With  the  cold  damp  floor  and  the  mouldering  wall, 
Than  to  bow  the  head  and  bend  the  knee 
In  the  proudest  palace  of  slavery." 
I    desire   to    express   my    gratitude   for   that   universal    law 
which  makes  the  powerful  of  the  earth  feeble  in  the  presence 
of  the  seemingly  weak  champions  of  truth.     It  is  happiness  to 
be  in  association  with  bodies  like  this,  whose  strongest  bond  is 
an  ideal  one.     Mordecai  at  the  gate  is  more  potent  than  the 
king  within  the  palace. 

For  a  closing  sentiment  let  me  borrow  that  ever  memorable 
one  of  Wendell  Phillips: — "The  broadest  and  most  far-sighted 
intellect  is  utterly  unable  to  forsee  the  ultimate  consequences 
of  any  great  social  change.     Ask  yourself,  on  all  such  occasions, 
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if  there  be  any  element  of  right  and  wrong  in  the  question,  any 
principle  of  -clear  natural  justice  that  turns  the  scale.  If  so, 
take  your  part  with  the  perfect  and  abstract  right,  and  trust 
to  God  that  it  shall  prove  the  expedient." 


REMARKS   BY    THE    REV .    A.    A.    BEKLE,   D.    D. 

We  stand  today  apparently  in  the  shadow  of  a  great  defeat. 
It  is  neither  good  sense  nor  loyalty  to  truth  to  attempt  to  deny 
it  or  to  flinch  in  the  face  of  it.  The  most  impressive  and  strik- 
ing representative  of  the  personal  idea  in  government  that  has 
arisen  in  the  history  of  America  has  swept  the  whole  nation 
before  him  and  is  today  the  unchallenged  master  of  the  desti- 
nies of  America.  A  ponderous  and  willing  majority  in  ( 'on- 
gress  stands  ready  to  obey  the  dictates  of  the  leader  of  the 
party  in  the  AVhite  House.  A  demoralized  and  utterly  dis- 
credited opposition  party  covers  in  Ins  presence,  while  some  of 
its  leaders  hasten  to  get  under  the  protecting  wing  of  the 
Administration,  accepting  consolation  offices  a-  the  price  of 
principles  abandoned.  It  does  not,  become  us  to  challenge  the 
will  of  the  American  people.  They  have  spoken  and  they  have 
spoken  nnniistakeablv.  Theodore  Roosevelt  represents  today 
the  temper  and  the  point  of  view  of  the  American  people,  as  to 
armies,  navies,  world  power,  Panama  republics  and  American 
police  duty  on  the  Western  hemisphere.  That  is  as  undeniable 
as  the  rising  of  the  sun.     "What  then' 

First,  majorities  have  never  created  righteousness  ami  the 
overwhelming  abandonment  of  the  fundamental  principle-  of 
constitutionalism  has  usually  been  followed  by  as  clear  and 
overwhelming  a  recognition  of  that  abandonment..  If  it  seems 
like  presumption  to  claim  that  the  American  people  are  over- 
whelmingly mistaken  in  this  matter,  it  is  no  greater  presump- 
tion that  is  involved  in  every  effort  to  reform  society  nor  as 
great  as  was  manifested  by  those  who  sought  to  overthrow 
vesti  d  feudal  rights  and  lay  the  foundations  of  popular  liberty 
in  the  ages  past.  Righteousness  has  never  been  a  matter  of 
majorities.  Else,  why  the  long  list  of  martyrs  who  have 
been  stoned  in  their  day  only  to  have  costly  memorials  built 
to  them  when  the  passion-ridden  masses  have  recognized  too 
late  that  they  were  right.  Our  position  today  in  the  face  of  a 
2,000.<H»(i  popular  majority  for  the  President  as  the  represen- 
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tative  of  military  power  and  imperial  development  of  the  land 
is  by  no  means  as  courageous  or  as  daring  as  that  of  the  noble 
company  who  are  at  this  moment  pleading  for  wider  popular 
liberty  in  the  Russian  Empire.  Were  mine  the  only  voice  to 
lift  this  standard  it  should  still  be  raised.  Nor  would  we  dare 
to  claim  for  ourselves  superior  virtue  or  superior  courage. 
The  cry  of  the  Filipino  will  not  be  hushed  in  this  overwhelm- 
ing vote  for  imperialism.  If  righteousness  had  been  a  matter 
of  majorities,  however  large,  the  Gospel  would  long  since  have 
ceased  to  be. 

Secondly,  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  President  himself 
has  before  him  a  unique  situation  and  obligation.  Let  us  not 
forget  that  he  is  an  American.  There  are  some  of  us  here  today 
who  can  remember  the  thrill  of  hope  which  educated  young 
Americans  throughout  the  land  had  when  Henry  Cabot  Lodge 
appeared  on  the  horizon  of  American  political  life,  and  when 
under  the  glow  of  that  rising  sun  of  our  hopes  we  dedicated 
our  lives  to  the  ideal  life  for  the  Republic.  I  well  remember 
such  a  company  of  twenty  of  whom  I  was  one.  What  matters 
it  that  we  were  betrayed!  What  matters  it  that  we  saw  the 
ideal  leader  of  our  hopes  become  the  worst  and  most  discred- 
itable machine  politician  of  them  all.  What  matters  it  that  we 
saw  the  name  of  "scholar  in  politics"  become  a  byword  and  a 
hissing.  We  were  Americans.  We  found  that  each  man  must 
bear  his  own  burden.  We  found  that  love  for  the  land  of  our 
birth  and  loyalty  to  her  ideal  life  was  something  vaster  than 
could  be  bounded  in  any  representative  individual.  President 
Roosevelt  is  an  American.  If  ever  a  man  could  break  with 
freedom  and  without  shame  the  shackles  of  party  rpstra'nt,  he 
can  do  it.  If  ever  a  man  could  say  to  the  Addickses,  the 
Platts  and  the  rest  of  the  disreputable  managers  of  a  corrupt 
machine,  "I  have  no  need  of  you,"  it  is  he.  Why  may  we  not 
dare  to  hope  that  America  will  be  greater  to  him  than  party 
and  that  the  ideals  of  his  youth  may  reassert  themselves  in  this 
hour  of  his  own  peculiar  triumnh?  But  what  if  they  do  not? 
We  shall  still  be  Americans.  The  Declaration  of  Independence 
has  not  been  wiped  off  the  hearts  and  memories  of  Americans. 
The  "Farewell  Address  of  Washington  is  still  a  classic  of  Amer- 
ican wisdom  and  statesmanship. 

They  only  will  be  discouraged  and  faint  hearted  to  whom 
these  principles  which  we  have  advocated  have  been  grounded 
upon   the  mere  basis   of   political   expediency   and   to  whom 
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success  only  is  righteousness.  It  does  not  become  us  to  whine 
or  repine.  There  are  no  weaklings  here.  The  political  lines 
are  breaking  and  the  voice  of  the  independent  is  heard  in  the 
land.  If  we  seem  to  be  in  an  eclipse,  let  us  remember  that  the 
dark  ages  were  followed  by  the  renaissance.  If  wre  are  over- 
shadowed, what  seem  to  us  the  ugly  monsters  of  rapacity  and 
greed,  who  grow  daily  stronger  while  the  burdens  of  the  masses 
of  the  people  grow  heavier,  let  us  remember  that  those  who  first 
lifted  up  their  voices  against  the  intrenched  evils  of  slavery 
and  other  colossal  sins  did  not  fail  in  the  end.  ''Rejoicing  in 
hope,  patient  in  tribulation,  continuing  instant  in  prayer"  is 
the  text  of  the  hour,  but  you  observe  it  begins  with  rejoicing 
in  hope.  Some  of  us  are  old  enough  to  remember  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  early  days  of  national  inspiration  and  reform. 
Some  of  us,  let  us  hope,  are  young  enough  to  live  through 
the  night  of  imperialistic  glory  and  bombast,  and  rise  with  the 
birds  on  the  morning  of  a  great  deliverance  and  a  new  defini- 
tion of  the  rights  of  man. 


REMARKS   BY    MR    FRANK   B.   SANBORX. 

I  do  not  agree  with  Dr.  Berle  in  his  remarks  about  a  great 
defeat.  We  have  our  consolations  in  Governor  Douglas.  One 
of  my  friends  had  a  domestic  who  had  not  been  with  her  very 
long,  but  who  was  very  satisfactory.  Suddenly  the  domestic 
gave  notice  that  she  must  leave,  and  the  mistress  said:  "Why, 
Bridget,  I  thought  we  were  getting  along  very  well.  I  like 
you  and  I  thought  you  liked  us."  And  then  Bridget  said: 
"Oh,  yes,  'tis  a  good  place, — but  it's  to  be  married  I  am."  The 
mistress  said:  "Why,  how  is  that?  I  have  never  seen  any 
friend  of  yours  here."  To  which  Bridget  replied,  "O,  no; 
but  you'll  remember,  about  three  weeks  ago,  I  went  to  my  third 
cousin's  funeral,  and  coming  back  from  the  grave  her  husband 
said,  'Bridget,  I  hope  I  shall  see  ye  often,  for  ye're  the  charm 
of  the  funeral  to  me'."  Douglas  is  our  Budget.  One  word 
about  the  defeat  of  imperialism  in  Massachusetts.  It  is  per- 
fectly demonstrated  by  figures  that  the  cause  of  anti-imperialism 
in  Massachusetts  1ms  triumphed  by  at  least  75,000  majority. 
Our  candidate  for  governor,  Mr.  Douglas,  has  received  a 
majority  of  about  36,000.  lie  was  a  pronounced  Anti-Impe- 
rialist,  and   went   round  making  speeches  to  that  effect.     Mr. 
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McCall  in  his  Congressional  district  was  another  Anti-Impe- 
rialist, and  he  ran  about  3,000  ahead  of  Mr.  Roosevelt.  There 
were  other  members  of  Congress  elected  who  were  also  Anti- 
Imperialists.  Put  these  figures  together  and  yon  will  find  that 
the  80,000  plurality  of  Roosevelt  docs  not  represent  imperialism 
at  all,  but  it  represents  that  uncertain  state  of  mind  such  as 
people  get  into  when  they  have  made  a  bad  bargain  and  don't 
know  what  to  do  with  it.  They  are  in  the  position  of  a  family 
who  have  a  daughter  unfortunately  married, — they  don't  like 
to  speak  about  it.  That  is  the  trouble  with  the  Republicans 
and  imperialism.  They  want  to  get  a  divorce  for  this  daughter, 
but  they  don't  want  us  to  remind  them  of  the  situation. 

Now  for  my  speeeh  on  "Unchangeable  Truths." 

If  there  were  not  presumably  advantages  and  benefits  in  p. 
creed  which  does  not  change  its  form  every  Sunday,  or  even 
once  a  year,  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  so  many  millions 
of  our  race  would  adopt  and  recite  a  creed  week  after  week. 
They  are  not  all  alike,  and  there  is  not  much  hope  that  they 
ever  will  be;  there  are  many  good  creeds,  and  some  bad  ones; 
but  in  political  affairs  there  are  certain  fixed  principles  that 
govern  the  form  of  creeds.  The  monarchist  believes  in  a  king, 
and  usually  in  hereditary  succession;  the  aristocrat  believes  in 
the  rule  of  the  few;  the  democrat  in  the  competence  of  the 
many  to  designate  the  few  who  shall  exercise  temporary  rule 
over  the  many.  The  imperialist  believes  in  empire  over  widely 
distant  regions;  in  power  emanating  from  a  centre,  and  all  the 
more  autocratic  the  farther  from  that  centre  it  is  to  be  exer- 
cised. The  difference  between  the  American  imperialist  and 
the  same  theorist  in  other  lands  'is  that  he  professes  to  believe 
in  the  democratic '  principles,  but  insists  on  putting  it  into 
practice  in  the  oligarchic  or  despotic  form.  The  European 
imperialist  is  a  monarchist,  or  an  aristocrat;  for  empire 
requires  autocratic  power,  supported  by  oligarchic  institutions. 
The  American  imperialist  does  not  aim  consciously  at  autocracy 
on  the  model  of  Russia ;  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  find  himself 
subject  to  such  an  autocrat;  but  he  believes  himself  to  be  one 
of  an  aristocracy,  entitled  by  some  mysterious  endowment  of 
nature  to  govern  others,  or  at  least  to  tell  other  folks  when  they 
are  capable  of  governing  themselves.  He  assumes  to  have 
some  exalted  wisdom  or  some  latent  gift  by  which  he  can  decide 
when  a  man  of  another  country  or  another  race  has  the 
capacity   for   self-government;     and   he  talks   about  it   glibly, 
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as  if  it  were  as  easy  as  measuring  a  man.  for  a  garment,  or 
testing  a  boy's  eyes  for  near-sighted  glasses.  When  he  under- 
takes to  govern  others,  however, — as,  for  instance,  in  the 
South  after  reconstruction,  or  in  the  Philippines  after  forcible 
annexation  (which,  by  the  standard  of  the  late  Mr.  McKinley 
was  criminal  aggression),  he  finds  that  he  has  not  the  imagined 
endowment  for  the  purpose.  The  carpet-bag  governments  at 
the  South  have  very  few  defenders  now;  and  the  benevolent 
assimilators  of  the  Filipinos  will  have  as  few  imitators,  five 
years  hence,  as  the  discredited  administrators  of  the  rebellious 
States  have  at  present  in  this  country.  The  Philippine  satraps 
and  publicans,  exploiter's  of  resources  and  instructors  in  govern- 
ment, are  repeating,  with  hardly  any  improvement,  and  with 
little  benefit  from  experience,  the  honest  mistakes  and  imbecile 
blunders  of  the  precursors  of  self-government  in  Carolina, 
Alabama  and  Louisiana,  during  tho  administrations  of  Johnson 
and  Grant.  Now  we  must  keep  reciting  our  own  creed;  and 
it  is  short  and  simple,  though  the  Philippine  problem  is  by  no 
means  simple,  and  its  solution  will  be  anything  but  short.  It 
is  this, — that  a  democratic,  federal  republic  cannot  have  sub- 
ject colonies,  any  more  than  it  can  have  an  hereditary  monarch. 
The  thing  is  a  contradiction  in  terms,  like  a  square  circle,  or 
a  sky-bine  scarlet  shawl.  Every  democracy  that  has  tried  the 
experiment  has  either  lost  its  colonies  or  its  democratic  consti- 
tution. Instead  of  subject  colonies  onr  constitution  requires 
territories  in  preparation  for  states,  in  the  great  federation 
which  onr  fathers  planned,  and  to  which  their  children  adhered 
until  the  short-sighted,  unthinking  imperialists,  six  years  ago, 
stumbled  into  the  Philippine  blunder.  No  doubt  many  of  the 
people  who  thought  of  the  future  at  all  supposed  at  first  that 
States  of  our  Union  could  be  made  out  of  the  far-away  Phil- 
ippine archipelago.  That  supposition  is  no  Linger  tenable. 
The  clause  in  our  Constitution  which  requires  the  nation  to 
guarantee  to  each  State  a  republican  form  of  government 
would  impose  upon  us,  if  there  were  a  single  Philippine  State, 
an  outlay  for  army  and  navy  as  great  as  would  be  required  to 
hold  the  Islands  in  military  subjection.  Nor  is  military  sub- 
jection any  longer  really  thought  of  except  by  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy.  In  fact,  the  present  situation  is  one  of  anxious 
waiting  for  something  to  turn  up  that  will  relieve  the  United 
States  of  the  burden  it  has  assumed  when  the  prayerful 
McKinley    said    he    followed    the   will   of   God    and    the   blind 
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impulse  of  destiny,  and  called  upon  our  Filipino  allies  to  yi  Id 
unqualified  submission  to  a  power  that  had  not  then  even  a 
bargain-counter  right  to  their  allegiance.  And  the  Boston 
Congregationalist  told  us  we  must  not  dispute  the  wisdom  of 
McKinley,  because  he  was  so  "near  the  mind  of  God."  Now 
if  that  were  true  at  all,  it  was  an  unchangeable  truth;  for  God, 
by  any  definition,  does  not  change  his  mind. 

Nor  have  we,  as  opponents  of  the  indescribable  foolishness 
of  forcible  annexation  in  the  Philippines,  any  occasion  to 
change  our  minds.  We  hold  certain  unchangeable  truths, — 
not  only  those  which  Dr.  Holmes  laid  down  eev<  nty  years  ago, 
when  he  was  beginning  to  make  himself  known  as  a  comic 
poet,  and  which  are  still  true, — 
Boston  isn't  in  Bengal; 

Flannel  drawers  aren't  made  of  tripe; 
Lobsters  wear  no  specs  at  all,     ■ 

And  cows  don't  smoke  the  German  pipe; 
but  other  and  more  serious  truths,  like,  "All  men  are  created 
equal,"  "Might  does  not  make  right,"  "Governments  derive 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed."  (Unjust 
powers,  of  course,  may  be  invented  by  persons  fancying  them- 
selves to  be  as  "near  the  mind  of  God"  as  they  are  really  far 
from  it.)  A  majority  of  millions  at  an  election  does  not  make 
moral  axioms  false,  nor  vitiate  our  creed  in  the  slightest  clegree. 
We  must  keep  repeating  it,  as  Cato  did  bis  Boman  creed, 
"Carthage  must  be  destroyed."  If  we  need  a  chant  to  go  with 
it,  let  us  sing, 

For  what  avail, 

The  plow  or  sail. 

Or  land  or  life,  if  Freedom  fail? 


BEMABKS    BY    THE    HON.    A.    A.    PUTNAM. 

1  never  felt  more  like  meeting  with  the  Anti-Imperialist 
League  than  now — now  that  the  election  is  over  and  the 
returns  are  received  and  respectfully  considered.  At  first 
view,  the  returns  might  seem  a  loud  signal  for  the  League  to 
wind  up  its  business,  close  its  doors  and  burn  its  records. 
Words  to  that  effect  have  been  said  and  written — written  in 
large  letters.  But  that  is  not  the  view  of  Anti-Imperialists. 
On  the  contrary,  I  trust  that  we  were  never  more  earnest  in 
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our  cause  than  today — today  when  the  Ivepub'i-  seems  hope- 
lessly set  in  the  direction  of  empire.  Apparently  it  is  doomed 
to  a  term  of  imperial  presidency  fatal  to  its  republican  life.  If 
ever  the  opponents  of  r  such  a  presidency  had  cause  to  feel 
discouraged,  now  would  seem  to  be  the  time.  But  we  arc  not 
discouraged.  We  are  not  even  disturbed  in  the  chambers  of 
our  judgment,  for  we  know  the  rock  we  stand  on.  Standing 
as  we  do,  we  know  that  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail 
against  us.  Hence  we  do  not  lower  our  colors  one  inch.  We 
couldn't  if  we  would.  They  are  naile-1  to  the  mast,  and  there 
will  fly. 

In  the  words  of  Garrison,  we  will  not  retract^  we  will  not 
retreat  and  we  will  be  heard.  In  a  large  sense  we  are  stronger 
in  Massachusetts  now  than  ever  before  since  the  United  States 
army  went  forth  to  crush  an  infant  republic  and  subjuuate  a 
liberty-aspiring  people — a  people  who.  as  Mr.  Hoar  -aid,  were 
readv  to  kiss  the  very  hems  of  our  garments,  so  did  they  build 
their  hope  on  our  help.  Yes,  stronger  than  ever.  At  the  dawn 
of  the  new  year  the  old  Bay  State  will  have  for  its  head  an 
Anti-Imperialist.  Only  think  of  that!  Its  capital  city  has  .me 
now  of  splendid  type,'  and  Gov.  Bout  well  Mill  survive-  in  all 
his  vigor  to  head  the  Anti-Imperialist  League  of  ^N"ew  England. 
The  number  of  Anti-Imperialists  is  not  less  since  "Nov.  8th, 
but  more— just  as  the  number  of  anti-slavery  men  and  women 
was  more  after  the  election  of  James  Buchanan.  We  shall  yet 
have  another  "bleeding  Kansas,"  another  "Lecompton  Con-ti- 
tution"  and  the  "border  ruffianism"  of  rough  riderism  to  rou-e 
the  country.  Great  victories  are  sometimes  great  defeats,  even 
as  defeats  are  sometimes  great  victories. 

God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way 
His  wonders  to  perform. 
So  let  us  keep  our  armor  girdi  d  on,  replenish  our  ammunition, 
watch  the  enemy,  and  be  ready  to  blaze  away.  Our  paper  -bo's 
have  all  along  been  telling.  No  better  evidence  of  it  than  the 
squirming  on  the  Republican  stump  all  through  the  late  cam- 
paign — a  campaign  spotted  on  that  side  by  a  spectacle  never 
seen  before — a  whole  cabinet  rushing  from  AVashington  to 
stump  the  States  and  defend  the  policy  of  imperialism,  at  the 
same  time  protesting  that  there  was  nothing  to  defend.  Never 
did  administration  before  so  betray  its  conscious  weakness.  But 
we  did  not  need  the  betrayal  to  satisfy  us  of  its  weakness.  We 
have  known  from  the  start  that  it  had   not  a  solitary  inch  of 
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moral  ground  to  stand  upon  for  defence  or  argument.  As  for 
the  argument,  it  lias  never  argued,  but  only  denied,  misrepre- 
sented and  suppressed  so  far  as  it  could  the  horrible  truth,  for 
the  existence  of  which  it  alone  is  responsible.  So  I  say,  All 
hail  to  the  battle  that  is  before  us  to  wage.  Gaudet  cei famine 
virtus.  The  sling  of  freedom  and  the  pebble  of  justice  is  on 
our  side,  and  sooner  or  later  the  stalking  Goliath  shall  totter 
and  fall. 


REMARKS    BY    THE    JREV.    CHAS.    GOEDOX    AMES. 

This  is  a  very  cheerful  sort  of  a  ''funeral," — even  if  we  make 
it  an  occasion  for  retrospect.  I  suppose  we  have  all  been 
obliged,  more  than  once,  to  review  our  own  course  of  conduct, 
especially  when  the  wisdom  or  rectitude  of  our  part  in  public 
affairs  has  been  called  in  question  by  those  excellent  people 
from  whom  we  have  differed.  Over  and  over  again  we  ask, 
were  we-  right?  We  are  made  to  look  backward  as  well  as 
forward;  else  why  these  hinges  in  our  necks? 

"Truth  comes  to  us  with  slow  and  doubtful  step; 
Measuring  the  ground  she  treads  on;    ever  and  anon 
Turning'  her  curious  eye  to  see  that  all 
Is  right  behind;    and  then,  with  keen  survey, 
Choosing  her  onward  path." 

Well,  in  taking  this  careful  retrospect,  I  cannot  see  one 
important  step  which  we  would  not  take  again.  Our  main 
contention  has  covered  three  points:  (1.)  That  the  course  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  toward  the  Philippines 
was  a  "criminal  aggression"  upon  the  rights  of  the  Islanders. 
We  must  say  it  still.  (2i.)  That  it  was  injurious  and  burden- 
some to  our  own  people — a  bloody  blunder  of  national  policy, 
threatening  long  and  sad  mischief  to  our  country.  We  must 
say  it  still.  (3.)  That  it  was  in  gross  violation  of  the  principles 
of  free  government — the  principles  by  which  we  defend  our 
own  personal  and  public  liberties.     We  must  say  it  still. 

The  events  of  five  or  six  years  have  brought  cumulative 
proofs  that  we  were  right;  and  uncounted  millions  who  still 
denounce  us  as  traitors  and  ridicule  us  as  "Little  Americans" 
have  an  odd  way  of  regretting  that  this  Philippine  business 
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was  ever  undertake]],  while  in  the  next  breath  they  praise 
Providence  for  thus  mating  us  "a  world  power."  Would  not 
every  man  of  them  fight  to  the  death  against  such  an  invasion 
of  rights  and  subjugation  to  a  foreign  authority  as  we  have 
enforced  upon  the  Filipino  people?  Would  not  every  one  of 
them  have  resisted,  as  the  Filipinos  have  resisted  till  over- 
powered, and  appealed,  as  they  have  vainly  appealed,  to  our 
own  historical  declaration? 

The  method  of  imperial  colonialism,  by  which  sovereignty 
over  whole  populations  is  bought  and  sold  with  their  land, 
without  asking  their  consent  and  against  their  will,  though 
often  practised  by  the  strong  modern  nations,  has  well  been 
called  "a  continuance  of  the  traffic  in  slaves."  Ex-President 
Harrison,  in  one  of  his  latest  public  utterances,  said  in  substance 
that  any  people  who  could  exercise  natural  and  political  rights 
only  by  the  allowance  of  a  foreign  authority  were  in  a  state  of" 
slavery. 

Holding  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  we  have  affirmed 
them  through  good  and  evil  report,  as  a  duty  of  loyalty  to  our 
own  country  ami  to  mankind.  How  could  we  innocently  and 
honorably  be  silent  when  the  whoie  power  of  the  Republic,  with 
the  consent  of  Congress,  is  gathered  into  the  hands  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  applied  to  the  control  of  seven  or  eight  million-;  of 
distant  people?  Whether  that  power  is  used  with  humanity  or 
cruelty,  it  is  and  must  be  a  despotic  usurpation  over  tho-e  who 
have  been  disarmed  and  rendered  helpless.  And  we  have  heard 
and  heeded  an  ancient  injunction  which  unites  justice  with 
mercy: — "Open  thy  mouth  for  the  dumb." 

In  this  sober  review  of  our  course  we  find  one  comfort 
which  can  hardly  be  shared  by  some  who  reproach  us:  The 
blood  of  our  brethren  is  not  on  our  hands  or  our  consciences. 
We  have  earnestly  protested,  not  only  against  the  whole-ale 
slaughter  of  "the  little  brown  people"  in  what  an  American 
general  called  "a  rabbit  hunt":  we  have  also  protested  against 
the  needless  waste  of  thousands  of  lives  of  our  brave  soldiers, 
some  of  whom  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  such  inglorious 
service. 

We  have  indeed  been  accused  of  prolonging  the  native 
resistance  by  "a  fire  in  the  rear."  How  could  we  forget  that 
George  the  Third  brought  the  same  latter  and  plausible  charge 
against  the  English  friends  of  American  Independence?  We 
have  thought  the  responsibility  for  bloodshed  lay  at  the  doors 
oi  those  who  sent  more  than  tens  of  thousands  of  soldiers  across 
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the  Pacific  to  enforce  our  succession  to  the  hateful  Spanish 
domination. 

It  is  an  unspeakable  grief  that  no  future  Memorial  Day- 
orator  can  ever  apply  to  our  heroes,  sacrificed  to  extinguish 
freedom,  the  strong  and  tender  words  with  which  Lincoln 
consecrated  the  Gettysburg  graves:  "From  these  honored 
dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which  they 

gave  the  last  full   measure  of  devotion, that 

the  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the 
people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth."  The  Is1  and  patriots 
who  have  so  promptly  appealed  to  the  "self-evident  truths"  of 
our  immortal  Declaration  may  well  pronounce  these  other  words 
above  the  trenches  into  which  we  have  heaped  the  corpses  of 
their  nation's  willing  martyrs. 

We  have  been  reproached  as  a  pestiferous  swarm  of  stinging 
insects,  hanging  on  the  flanks  of  the  government  and  army 
only  to  obstruct  and  annoy, — incapable  of  originating  or  appre- 
ciating any  positive  constructive  method  of  dealing'  with  a 
difficult  situation.  So  far  is  this  from  the  truth  that  I  believe 
the  Anti-Imperialists  have  been  almost  alone  in  formulating 
and  urging  a  line  of  policy  consistent  with  national  honor  and 
duty.  At  our  first  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  in  May,  1898, 
while  the  boom  of  Dewey's  guns  wTas  ringing  in  our  ears,  I  ven- 
tured to  suggest  a  "protectorate," — a  word  that  held  the  germ 
of  the  policy  afterward  adopted  in  dealing  with  Cuba,  and 
urged  upon  the  government  byr  Senator  Hoar  and  other  sober 
statesmen  as  the  solution  of  the  troublesome  Philippine  prob- 
lem. 

The  combined  political,  commercial,  military  and  religious 
forces  have  proved  too  much  for  us.  But  though  hand  join 
in  hand,  it  is  certain  that  nations,  like  individuals,  must  reap 
as  they  sow.  The  end  is  not  yet.  Personally  I  have  not  been 
hopeful  that  some  of  us  older  fellows  would  live  to  see  the 
nation  do  works  meet  for  repentance.  Yet  here  we  stand;  we 
cannot  do  otherwise.  Sink  or  swim,  live  or  die,  survive  or 
perish,  we  stand  for  the  good  old  cause  of  equal  justice  to  all 
men,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  weak  against  the  oppressive 
domination  of  the  strong.  Perhaps  America,  clothed  in  her 
right  mind,  is  yet  to  lead  the  nations  along  the  upward  path  of 
a  true  civilization.  The  vision  may  tarry;  but  it  will  surely 
come,  and  the  unexpected  is  always  on  the  way  and  may  be  just 
around  the  corner. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  David  Greene  Ilaskins,  Jr.,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed: 

The  Anti-Imperialist  League,  at  the  beginning  of  its  seventh 
year  of  life,  consecrates  itself  anew  with  fresh  ardor  and 
enthusiasm  to  the  great  work  it  has  undertaken  in  defence  of 
the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  of  the 
United  States  Constitution.  It  believes  that  Jefferson  and  the 
other  fathers  of  the  Republic  were  right  when  they  declared 
that  governments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of 
the  governed;  and  that  the  apologists  for  imperialism  are 
wrong  when  they  defend  a  policy  that  forces  them  to  explain 
away  and  ridicule  the  Declaration  of  Independence. — just  as 
the  apologists  for  slavery  did  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  time. 

It  believes  that  education  is  greatly  needed  today  in  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  in  the  Philippine  Islands;  and  that 
its  mission  is  to  assist  in  educating  public  opinion  here.  Pa- 
tiently and  enthusiastically  it  will  continue  its  work, — seeking 
to  convince  the  people  that  American  government  of  the 
Philippines  is  unjust  to  the  Filipinos;  harmful  to  our  national 
ideals;  the  cause  of  widespread  discontent  and  distress  in  the 
Islands;    and  the  occasion  of  vast  and  unnecessary  expense. 

The  League  has  faith  in  the  American  people;  and  believes 
that  when  they  realize  that  the  thing  is  wrong  they  will 
abandon  it.  Tt  earnestly  invites  the  sympathy  and  the  active 
co-operation  of  all  men  and  women. — whatever  their  party 
relations  or  former  views, — who  really  desire  to  hold  the 
country  true  to  American  ideal-.  It  asks,  at  the  least,  a  fair 
and  candid  hearing  on  this  great  question  from  every  patriotic 
citizen. 

The  League  must  make  no  compromises, — whatever  others 
may  do.  Its  lofty  standard  cannot  be  lowered.  Tt  can  accept  no 
ambiguous  and  misleading  talk  of  "self-government."  It 
stands  firmly  for  an  immediate  pledge  of  early  independence 
for  the  Philippines. 

The  cause  will  surely  prevail.  Sooner  or  later  independence 
will  come;  and  the  sooner  the  definite  and  binding  pledge  is 
given,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  Filipino-;  the  bitter  it  will 
be  for  the  United  States. 
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On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  R,  Lord  the  following  reso- 
lution was  passed: 

Resolved:  That  the  Anti-Imperialist  League,  at  its  annual 
meeting,  wishes  to  spread  upon  its  records  an  expression  of 
appreciation  of  the  untiring  and  effective  services  of  its  able 
Secretary,  Mr.  Erving  "Winslow. 


The  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 
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The  Executive  Committee,  as  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  Anti-Imperialist  League,  having  elected  additional  vice- 
presidents  since  the  Annual  Meeting,  the  list  now  stands  as 
follows : 


ALABAMA. 

Prof.   Edgar  B.   Kay,   Tuscaloosa. 

ALASKA. 
F.  C.  Hammond,  Esq.,  Juneau. 

ARIZONA. 
Frank  P.  Trott,  Esq.,  Phoenix. 

ARKANSAS. 

Hon.  James  K.  Jones,  Washington. 
Hon.  U.  M.  Rose,  Little  Rock. 

CALIFORNIA. 

C.  F.  Lummis,   Esq.,   Los   Angeles. 
Hon.   Warren  Olney,   Oakland. 
William  H.  Rogers,  Esq.,  San  Jose. 

COLORADO. 

Hon.  Moses  Hallett,  Denver. 
Gen.   W.   J.   Palmer,   Colorado  Springs 
Hon.  John  F.  Shafroth,  Denver. 
Hon.  C.  S.  Thomas,  Denver. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Prof.  Henry  Wade  Rogers, 

New  Haven 
Prof.  W.  G.   Sumner,   New   Haven. 
Hon.   Charles   F.   Thayer,   Norwich. 

DELAWARE. 
Hon.  Richard  R.  Kenney,  Dover. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Gen.   William  Birney,  Washington. 
Dr.  W.  A.  Croffut,   Washington. 
Samuel   Gompers,   Esq.,   Washington. 
Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,   Washington. 

FLORIDA. 

Hon.  Thomas  M.  Shackleford, 

Tallahassee. 

GEORGIA. 

Hon.  Peter  W.  Meldrim,   Savannah. 
Hon.    Hoke   Smith,    Atlanta. 


ILLINOIS. 

Miss  Jane   Addams,   Chicago. 
Prof.  Ira  W.  Howerth,  Chicago. 
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REPORT 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 

The  seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  Anti-Imperialist  League 
was  held,  according  to  the  Constitution,  November  25th,  1905, 
being  the  last  Saturday  in  November,  at  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary, 20  Central  Street,  Boston,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon.  The 
reading  of  the  records  was  dispensed  with  and  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  to  Monday,  November  27th,  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Twentieth  Century  Club,  No.  3  Joy  Street,  at  two  o'clock. 


ADJOURNED   ANNUAL   MEETING. 

After  a  luncheon  at  the  rooms  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Club  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  two 
o'clock  by  the  President,  Mr.  Moorfield  Storey,  who  asked  for 


THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 

Boston,  November  25,  1905. 

"We  will  be  heard,"  the  motto  of  the  great  reformer,  the 
centenary  of  whose  birth  is  about  to  be  commemorated,  has  been 
the  motto  of  the  Anti-Imperialist  League.  Agitation  is  our 
imperative  duty,  agitation  and  still  agitation,  though  it  may 
sometimes  seem  out  of  season  to  the  mere  politician.  There  is 
a  respectable  quality  in  pertinacity  even  to  those  who  scoff. 
The  unjust  judge  of  the  Sacred  Record  was  reached  by  simple 
persistence,  and  our  judge  is  not  at  bottom  unjust.  We  know 
that  we  have  right  on  our  side.  We  know  that  the  conscience 
of  the  American  pocket  has  been  touched,  but  we  believe  that 


the  real  conscience  of  many  Americans  has  at  last  responded  to 
the  conditions  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Willing  ears  are 
everywhere  open  today  to  moderate  amd  truthful  representations 
of  the  state  of  affairs. 

Secretary  Taft  has  tabooed  the  discussion  of  the  Filipinos' 
aspirations  and  desires  in  the  archipelago,  so  that  the  visit  of  the 
Secretary  and  his  treatment  of  the  Filipinos,  which  has  been 
more  discouraging,  as  Dr.  Schurman  writes,  than  on  any  pre- 
vious occasion,  has  left  deep  dissatisfaction.  Who  daies  to  con- 
template the  issue  of  a  policy  which  aims  to  educate  r  people 
in  American  doctrines;  of  course,  including  the  principles  of 
the  Fathers  of  Anti-Colonialism,  and  their  inspiring  love  of  lib- 
erty,— while  at  the  same  time  the  very  name  of  independence  is 
forbidden?  Who  shall  estimate  the  consequences  of  the  fatuous 
method  which  with  one  hand  feeds  high  the  fire  and  with  the 
other  closes  the  safety  valve? 

In  the  United  States  men  like  President  Wheeler,  of  the 
University  of  California,  may  say, — while  crediting  the  advo 
cates  of  entire  liberty  for  the  Philippines,  both  as  to  internal 
autonomy  and  as  to  external  relations,  with  intelligence  and  in- 
dependence, that  he  believes  "no  considerable  number  of  Amer- 
icans" have  any  idea  "that  the  time  is  ever  coming  within  a 
political  future,  such  as  we  can  talk  about  and  prognosticate 
about,  when  the  Philippines  will  be  separated  from  the  United 
States  in  the  sense  of  maintaining  their  own  navy  and  their  own 
representation  at  foreign  courts."    (A  "neutralized"  nation  need 
maintain  no  navy  and  would  require  only  commercial  repre- 
sentatives at  foreign  courts.)    Dr.  Lyman  Abbot,  of  "The  Out- 
look," may  think  to  stifle  all  discussion  of  the  fundamental  ques- 
tion at  stake,  treating  it  as  an  idle  and  academic  issue.    But  we 
know  that  we  only  need  the  means  of  telling  the  truth  to  gain 
converts  all  over  the  country  by  hundreds  and  thousands,  where 
formerly  they  came  to  us  singly  or  in  little  groups.     There  is 
not  a  member  of  the  League  who  cannot  testify  to  adhesions 
given  every  day  in  chance  meetings  on  the  street  corner  or  in 
correspondence  from  those  who  voluntarily  certify  that  they 
have  come  into  the  light.'  One  very  interesting  case  seems  worth 
relating  here:     The  editor  of  an  important  periodical,  having 
made  one  of  the  common  blatant  assertions  that  "the  flag  never 
should  be  hauled  down"  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  replied  to  a 
remonstrance,  in  justification  of  his  attitude,  that  the  whole 
matter  had  been  settled  by  the  vote  of  the  people  in  the  last 


elections!  A  few  of  our  publications  with,  an  explanatory  letter 
produced  the  result  which  we  believe  is  produced  by  a  little 
study  of  the  subject  nine  times  out  of  ten  with  fair-minded 
people.  He  wrote  us  to  say:  "It  may  interest  you  to  know  that 
I  have  become  a  convert  to  the  position  which  you  laid  down. 
Some  extended  reflection  has  convinced  me  that  this  stand  is 
well  taken  by  your  society,  and  I  am  only  sorry  to  say  that  I 
am  powerless  to  follow  out  the  suggestion  given  in  your  letter 
(to  insert  a  short  statement  of  our  attitude).  I  will  add  that  T 
shall  sever  my  connection  immediately  with  the  magazine.'" 
This  gentleman  actually  did  resign  his  position  on  the  paper 
and  left  himself  without  employment. 

The  truth  is  that  the  colonial  system,  if  not  administered 
with  aboslute  barbarity,  seems  to  have  broken  down  all  round 
and  just  now  appears  to  be  pretty  generally  discredited.  The 
King  of  Belgium's,  in  fact,  is  the  only  one  which  is  made  to 
pay!  Recent  statistics  made  public  in  Germany  Lave  alarmed 
the  nation  by  the  exhibit  of  the  enormous  loss  and  waste  in- 
curred in  German  colonialism.  The  experiments  of  France  and 
Italy  arc  not  happy.  The  voice  of  India  is  beginning  to  make 
itself  heard,  and  a  tardy  recognition  is  appearing  here  and  there 
of  the  failure  of  an -administration  to  benefit  its  subjects,  once 
supposed  to  be  the  ideal  product  of  benevolent  foreign  rule. 
Egypt  is  still  held  up  as  an  example  of  an  Anglo-Saxon  receiv- 
ership, but  when  Lord  Cromer  discussed  with  an  American 
gentleman  and  a  friend  of  our  cause  who  was  a  recent  visitor 
to  Egypt  the  reasons  for  his  success  there, — recognizing  the 
frequent,  changes  in  our  official  life  and  the  protective  system 
which  seem  to  be  necessary  incidents  of  our  policy,  Lord  Cro- 
mer's advice  was:  "Your  people  had  better  get  out  of  the  col- 
onizing business  as  quickly  as  possible  and  keep  out."  Puerto 
Rico,  which  was  supposed  to  have  fallen  affectionately  into  the 
arms  of  America,  is  in  a  disastrously  discontented  condition. 
A  convention  of  mayors  of  municipalities,  a  large  convention  of 
school  teachers,  and  many  other  public  gatherings,  have  given 
voice  to  the  dissatisfaction  with  American  rule  and  the  desire 
for  freedom.  Bishop  Van  Buren,  who  was  at  first  such  an  in- 
corrigible optimist,  now  speaks  of  the  "bitterness  and  contempt" 
which  are  manifest  toward  the  United  States  and  its  representa- 
tives, and  believes  that  the  people  will  "soon  formulate  a  defi- 
nite demand  for  independence,  looking  to  Cuba  for  their 
justification  and  their  example."     A  very  prominent  citizen  and 


lifelong  resident  of  Hawaii,  now  a  visitor  among  us,  asserts 
that  any  kind  of  neutralized  independence  with  trade  provisions 
with  the  United  States  would  be  preferred  to  the  present  state 
of  things  with  its  unsatisfactory  labor  conditions  and  the  finan- 
cial burdens  of  administration.  The  old  Kamehameha  dynasty 
is  looked  back  to  with  wistful  regret. 

When  we  entered  upon  this  colonial  business  it  was  frankly 
acknowledged  by  its  upholders  that  the  experiment  was  a  tre- 
mendous one.  The  country,  in  fine,  was  led  to  enter  into  it 
with  a  spirit  of  bravado,  glorying  in  the  defiance  of  wise  coun- 
sels and  of  warning  precedents.  Is  it  not  time  for  recollection 
and  for  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  to  "take  a  dare"  was  a 
course  scarcely  worthy  of  a  great  government  and  an  enlight- 
ened people? 

One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  \o 
fill  up  the  list  of  vice  presidents  of  the  League,  which  now  em 
braces  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  men  and  women  from  every 
state  in  the  Union  and  from  the  territories.  It  will  be  worth 
while  to  record  a  few  of  the  answers  received  in  response  to  the 
nominations  to  the  office: 

"You  have  my  best  wishes  for  your  success  in  your  very 
praiseworthy  undertaking." — The  Hon.  George  L.  Wellington, 
Cumberland,  Md. 

"Can  there  be  any  reasonable  doubt  of  the  equal  unfitness  of 
Americans  to  establish  ai  form  of  government  for  the  Filipinos, 
or  the  Filipinos  for  Americans?" — Mickle  C.  Paul,  Esq.,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

"Believing  that  our  principles  are  founded  on  justice,  and  are 
of  high  national  consequence,  the  fact  of  our  seeming  over- 
whelming defeat  in  the  last  election  should  make  us  only  more 
insistent  and  persistent  in  the  advocacy  of  our  convictions.  I 
am  too  much  an  optimist  to  believe  that  this  country  is  going 
to  persist  in  a  policy  radically  vicious  as  well  as  expensive  and 
burdensome  in  every  way." — Dean  Amos  N.  Currier,  State 
University  of  Iowa. 

"I  find  myself  heartily  in  touch  with  the  objects  the  League 
is  working  for." — Brig.  Gen.  James  Gadsden  Holmes,  Charles- 
ton, s.  c. 

"I  will  be  glad  to  in  any  manner  assist  in  preserving  to  our 
people  the  self-evident  truths  enunciated  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.     With  best  wishes  for  and  absolute  confidence 


in  our  ultimate  success." — The  Hon.  John  F.  Shafroth,  Denver 
Col. 

"I  ani  opposed  to  a  colonial  policy  for  the  United  States,  and 
believe  we  should  make  a  positive  declaration  that  as  soon  as  the 
Filipinos  are  capable  of  self-government  they  should  be  given 
their  independence,  the  same  as  was  done  for  the  Cubans." — 
George  W.  Ochs,  Public  Ledger,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"I  am  thoroughly  in  accord  with  the  objects  and  principles 
set  forth  in  the  circular  you  enclose.  I  esteem  it  a  high  honor 
to-be  a  vice  president  of  your  contemplated  organization." — 
The  Hon.  Donelson  Caffery,  Franklin,  La. 

"The  purposes  of  the  League  as  stated  in  the  memorandum 
sent  me  meet  my  most  hearty  approval." — The  Hon.  Horace 
Boies,  Waterloo,  la. 

"I  would  esteem  it  an  honor  to  be  chosen  for  such  a  place. 
I  look  upon  that  body  as  the  one  working  more  directly  than 
any  other  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  republic." — Gen.  William 
Birney,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"I  believe  the  action  proposed  by  the  Anti-Imperialist 
League  is  wise,  and  just  what  the  situation  requires,  and  I  think 
that  the  true  spirit  and  untiring  zeal  of  the  members  of  tha: 
League  will  give  life  to  any  organization  with  which  it  is 
merged." — C.  B.  Wilby,  Esq.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  record  of  meetings  during  the  year  is  as  follows : 

A  luncheon  following  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  the 
League,  November  2Sth,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
Club,  presided  over  by  the  Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell,  at  which 
addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  the  Rev. 
A.  A.  Berle,  D.  D.,  Mr.  Frank  B.  Sanborn,  the  Hon.  A.  A. 
Putnam,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Gordon  Ames,  D.  D. 

A  memorial  meeting  for  the  Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  April  18th,  at  which  the  Hon.  Curtis  Guild,  Jr., 
presided  and  addresses  were  made  by  the  Hon.  John  D.  Long, 
Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  Mr.  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  the  Hon. 
A.  A.  Putnam,  the  Hon.  Albert  E.  Pillsbury,  the  Hon.  S.  W. 
McCall,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Scott,  Mr.  Martin  P.  de  Veyra,  Jr., 
Mr.  David  Greene  Haskins,  Jr.,  Mr.  Julius  Rottenberg,  the 
Rev.  Pemberton  H.  Cressey  and  Dr.  P.  J.  Timmins. 

A  luncheon  in  honor  of  the  newly  elected  President  of  the 
League,  Mr.  Moorfield  Storey,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Twentieth 
Centurv  Club,  May  15th.     The  Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams 


presided  and  addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Moor- 
field  Storey,  Prof.  Charles  Eliot  Norton,  a  poem  was  read  by 
Mr.  William  E.  Thayer,  and  addresses  followed  by  the  Kev. 
C.  F.  Dole,  D.  D.,  Dr.  Charles  Fleischer,  Mr.  Frank  B.  Sanborn 
and  Mr.  Edwin  D.  Mead. 

A  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall.  October  10th,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Moorfield  Storey,  with  an  address  by  Dr.  Hemy  Wade 
Rogers.  Dean  of  the  Law  Department  of  Yale  University,  on 
"The  Powers  of  the  President."  (It  is  probable  that  this  ad- 
dress which  has  produced  a  marked  effect  throughout  the  coun- 
try will  soon  appear  in  an  expanded  form  with  the  imprint  of  a 
New  York  publisher,  who  has  applied  to  issue  it.) 

The  new  publications  and  re-issues  and  gifts  of  documents 
during  the  year  are  these: 

Report  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Anti-Imperialist 
League,  November  26th,  and  its  Adjournment,  November  2Stn, 
1904.     2,000  copies. 

Circular  to  the  Officers  of  the  League. 

Conditions  in  the  Philippines.  Prof.  H.  Parker  Willis.  The 
Hon.  E.  W.  Carmack  in  Congressional  Record,  December  16, 

1904.  30,000  copies. 

Neutralization,  a  policy  by  which  any  responsibility  incurred 
by  the  United  States  in  the  Philippine  Islands  may  be  dis- 
charged.    Erving  Winslow.     New  edition.     2,000  copies. 

What  Shall  We  Do  with  Our  Dependencies?  Moorfield 
Storey.     New  edition.     1,000  copies. 

The  Religious  Argument.  The  Hon.  W.  J.  Bryan.  "The 
Commoner,"  December  30,  1904.     2,000  copies. 

Speech  on  the  Naval  Appropriation  Bill.  The  Hon.  Charles 
E.  Littlefield,  in  Congressional  Record,  February  14,  1905. 
2,000  copies. 

Neutralization,  as  above.  The  Hon.  James  L.  Slayden,  in 
Congressional  Record,  February  17,  1905.     5,000  copies. 

Cost  of  War  and  Warfare.  Dr.  Edward  Atkinson.  The 
Hon.  E.  W.  Carmack,  in  Congressional  Record,  February  27, 

1905.  2,000  copies. 

The  Economic  Situation  in  the  Philippines.  Article  from 
"The  Journal  of  Political  Economy,"  Prof.  II.  Parker  Willis, 
March,  1905.     1,000  copies. 

Philippine  Independence.  Discussion  of  the  Hon.  W.  H. 
Taft's  letter  of  March  16,  1905.     2,000  copies. 
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Abandon  the  Philippines.  Extract  from  address  by  Rear 
Admiral  George  W.  Melville,  American  Academy  of  Political 
and  Social  Science  of  Philadelphia,  April  8,  1905.  2,000 
copies. 

Proceedings  of  the  Memorial  Meeting,  The  Hon.  George  S. 
Boutwell,  Faneuil  Hall,  April  18th,  1905.     3,000  copies. 

Cost  of  War.  Extract  from  Prof.  Charles  J.  Bullock's  article 
in  the  "Atlantic  Monthly,"  April,  1905.    2,000  copies. 

Filipino  History  Study.  Extract  from  article  by  Willard 
French,  "North  American  Review,"  April,  1905.    2,000  copies. 

Pacts  About  Eilipinos.  Dr.  D.  J.  Doherty.  "Chicago  Eve- 
ning Post,"  April  28,  1905.    2,000  copies. 

The  following  five  publications  of  Dana  Estes  &  Co.,  3,098 
copies  in  all,  were  generously  given  to  the  League  by  Mr.  Dana 
Estes: 

The  Crisis  of  the  Republic.  George  S.  Boutwell.  1900.  24G 
copies. 

No  Constitutional  Power  to  Conquer  Eoreign  Nations  and 
Hold  Their  People  in  Subjection  Against  Their  Will.  Speech 
of  the  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  January  9,  1899.    872  copies. 

Imperialism  and  the  Tracks  of  Our  Forefathers.  A  paper 
read  by  Charles  Francis  Adams  before  the  Lexington,  Massa- 
chusetts, Historical  Society,  Tuesday,  December  20,  1898.  242 
copies. 

American  Imperialism.  The  Convocation  Address  Delivered 
on  the  Occasion  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Convocation  of  the 
University  of  Chicago.  Hon.  Carl  Schurz.  January  4,  1899. 
885  copies. 

The  Conquest  of  the  United  States  by  Spain.  A  Lecture 
before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Yale  University.  Wil- 
liam G.  Sumner.    January  16,  1899.     853  copies. 

Dr.  Edward  Atkinson  presented  the  League  with: 

Cost  of  War  and  Warfare.  Dr.  Edward  Atkinson.  January 
7,  1905.     500  copies. 

Bulletins  of  Philippine  Affairs: 

Address  of  the  Republican  Party. 
Treatment  of  Aguinaldo. 
Constabulary  Abuses. 
Reconcentration. 

Insult  to  the  Alcade  of  Manila  by  an  American  Gov- 
ernor. 


Disappointment  at  Secretary  TafYs  Attitude. 
Tortures  of  Prisoners. 
Appeals  and  Petitions  for  Independence. 
Marble  Hall  Conference  with  Filipinos. 
Argument  for  Independence,  Teodoro  Sandiko. 
Suspension  of  Habeas  Corpus  in  Batangas. 

The  principal  work  of  the  League  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  year  and  one  to  which  it  may  well  devote  a  large 
proportion  of  its  means  and  its  energies  henceforward  has 
been  the  circulation  through  the  press  of  trustworthy  Philippine 
intelligence.  We  hope  that  a  visit  to  the  Philippines  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  will  have  created  some  new  channels  of 
communication,  but  we  have  already  established  many,  while 
the  Philippine  native  newspapers  furnish  much  valuable  and 
useful  information.  The  League's  officers  and  friends  in  many 
of  the  large  cities  in  the  United  States,  having  influence  of  a 
personal  kind  with  the  local  press,  are  able  to  procure  the  pub- 
lication in  prominent  newspapers  of  our  carefully  selected  and 
authentic  matter.  So  our  bulletins  have  appeared  in  journals 
of  large  circulation  and  authority,  and  will  probably  continue  to 
do  so.  In  this  way  we  reach  hundreds  of  thousands  of  reader* 
who  have  been  ignorant  or  indifferent  about  our  cause  or  prej- 
udiced against  it,  where  pamphlets  and  leaflets  reach  only  hun- 
dreds or  thousands  of  readers,  many  of  whom  are  already  in- 
clined toward  our  way  of  thinking.  These  bulletins  are  enum- 
erated above.  The  ninth  of  them  concerns  a  very  important 
matter.  August  28th  and  29th  a  hearing  was  held  by  visiting- 
Congressmen  in  the  Marble  Hall  at  Manila,  when  the  Filipinos 
were  allowed  to  present  their  testimony.  The  Associated  Press 
dispatch  represented  this  hearing  as  a  failure,  but  all  those 
who  have  seen  the  report  of  it  which  we  have  circulated, 
translated  and  condensed  from  a  native  Filipino  newspaper 
report,  will  justly  consider  this  dispatch  extremely  misleading, 
as  we  regret  to  say  has  been  the  case  with  much  of  the  Associated 
Press  treatment  of  anti-administration  news. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  visiting  Congressmen 
who  will  doubtless  make  himself  heard  in  his  own  place  in 
Washington  thus  sums  up  the  conclusions  at  which  he  has  ar- 
rived in  consequence  of  his  visit  to  the  Philippines,  conclusions 
in  which  he  is  not  by  any  means  alone : 

"I  have  little  or  no  doubt  that  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
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wise  and  intelligent  Filipinos  to  establish  and  maintain  a  gov- 
ernment in  the  Philippines  that  will  compare  in  liberality  a  ad 
effectiveness  with  a  very  great  many  of  the  governments  that 
have  been  in  successful  operation  for  a  century  and  more.  My 
idea  has  been  that  if  the  great  rich  nations,  at  the  request  of  the 
United  States,  would  unite  in  the  recognition  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Philippines, obligating  them- 
selves to  regard  the  Philippines  as  neutral  territory,  that  within 
twenty  years  the  Filipinos  would  demonstrate  their  ability  to 
successfully  maintain  their  government  with  no  outside  assist- 
ance. The  number  of  well-educated  and  very  intelligent  Fili- 
pinos to  be  met  with  was  much  larger  than  I  expected,  and  they 
were,  as  a  very  general  rule,  modest,  self-restrained  and  deeply 
patriotic  in  their  efforts  for  their  country.  The  Americans  and 
the  Filipinos  are  drawing  farther  and  farther  apart.  The  three 
American  classes  there — the  military,  the  civil  officials  and  the 
few  exploiting  Americans — seem  to  grow  more  intolerant  of  the 
Filipinos  every  day,  and  the  Filipino  has  the  conviction  thrust 
upon  him  that  ultimate  independence,  as  repeatedly  promised 
them  by  Secretary  Taft  (and  I  believe  he  was  sincere  in  all  of 
his  dealings  with  them)  is  a  myth  and  never  to  be  realized. 
They  feel  deeply  humiliated  at  the  prospect  of  enforced  sub- 
mission to  a  government  in  which  they  are  permitted  no  pa/r. 
This  is  proved  by  the  testimony  given  before  the  visiting  Con- 
gressmen. Since  the  American  occupation  the  cost  of  govern- 
ing the  Islands  is  more  than  doubled;  business  is  stagnated, 
agriculture  is  at  its  lowest  ebb;  their  policy  is  shaped  snd  then- 
money  expended  by  a  commission  sent  from  Washington,  in 
whose  deliberations  the  Filipino  people  are  a  cipher. 

I  assure  you  ....  that  the  views  I  entertained  of  the 
Philippines  before  the  visit  were  intensified  by  what  I  have 
seen  and  learned  on  the  ground.  There  can  be  and  will  be  no 
contentment  on  the  part  of  the  Filipino  with  his  lot  until  he 
is  permitted  to  govern  himself  in  some  substantial  form.  From 
a  commercial  standpoint  the  Philippines  can  be  of  no  great 
benefit  to  us  and  for  an  indefinite  time  will  prove  a  serious  drain 
upon  the  American  treasury  without  any  beneficial  results." 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  those  Congressmen  who  remained 
within  the  atmosphere  of  the  excursion  party  and  who  attended 
its  functions  and  its  junkets  exclusively  instead  of  placing 
themselves  in  contact  with  the  Filipinos  will  have  no  other 
views  than  those  with  which  they  left  the  United  States,  their 
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judgment  being  discounted  by  their  prejudices  and  by  their 
choice  of  environment. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  resolution  for  the  "neutralization"  of  the 
Philippines  may  be  presented  in  both  houses  of  Congress  and 
possibly  bv  members  of  the  Senate  and,  of  the  House  who  have 
hitherto  stood  apart  from  anti-imperialist  agitation,  in  some 
such  form  as  follows: 

"Whereas,  it  is  frequently  urged  as  a  reason  for  refusing  their 
independence  to  the  Philippine  Islands  that  some  other  nation 
would  take  the  Islands  if  the  United  States  abandoned  them, 

And  whereas,  it  is  important  that  the  questions  between  this 
government  and  the  Filipino  people  should  be  settled  between 
them  as  right  and  justice  require,  and  that  the  United  States 
should  not  be  forced  to  adopt  any  other  course  by  the  fear  of 
foreign  interference, 

And  whereas,  this  danger  can  be  removed  by  an  agreement 
between  the  United  States  and  the  great  nations  of  Europe  and 
Asia,,  whereby  the  independence  of  the  Philippine  Islands  shall 
be  assured  and  they  shall  be  regarded  as  neutral  territory  Dot 
open  to  the  occupation  of  any  nation,  as  the  independence  of 
Switzerland  has  long  been  secured  in  Europe : 

Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  President  is  requested  to  open  negotiations 
with  the  other  nations  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  neutrali- 
zation of  the  Philippine  Islands  and  the  recognition  of  their 
independence  whenever  the  same  shall  be  granted  to  them  by 
the  United  States." 

Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  resolution,  it  will  be  an 
important  step  thus  to  record  a  simple  plan  for  relief  from  the 
responsibility  supposed  to  have  been  assumed  by  the  United 
States,  a  difficulty  which,  whether  sincerely  or  not,  is  constantly 
presented  by  our  opponents. 

The  Eilipino  students  in  the  United  States  have  established 
an  organ,  "The  Filipino  Students'  Magazine,"  in  Berkeley,  Cal- 
ifornia, where  a  small  group  of  them  is  quartered.  Having 
opened  their  columns  to  some  communications  from  friends  who 
believed  that  its  constituents  should  be  encouraged  to  look 
calmly  and  patiently  but  persistently  and  courageously  toward 
their  independence,  a  prospectus  for  another  Filipino  journal  to 
have  its  headquarters  in  Washington  was  sent  out  from  Mr. 
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Sutherland,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Filipinos  in  the  United 
States,  with  the  obvious  intention  of  superseding  the  original 
publication  by  one  which  might  be  controlled  by  authority. 
Support  has  been  given  to  the  "Filipino  Students'  Magazine" 
by  requested  contributions  from  the  President,  Treasurer  and 
Secretary. 

Prof.  H.  Parker  Willis's  publication,  "Our  Philippine  Prob- 
lem," published  by  Henry  Holt  &  Co.,  has  obtained  a  very  con- 
siderable circulation,  and  through  the  generosity  of  a  member 
of  the  League  many  copies  have  been  distributed  gratuitously 
in  quarters  where  they  were  likely  to  be  effective.  It  has  as  yet 
received  no  criticism  that  has  in  the  least  degree  impugned  the 
general  correctness  of  its  facts  and  figures  and  the  validity  of 
its  arguments. 

We  have  had  a  great  interest  in  the  visit  of  a  delegate  from 
the  Indian  National  Congress,  Mr.  Lajpat  Rai,  who  made  a  verv 
brief  soioum  here  during  the  autumn.  One  or  two  more  of 
these  delegates  may  possibly  come  over  to  America  to  diffuse 
the  knowledge  which  they  arc  primarily  intending  to  give  to  the 
English  people  of  the  needs  of  India,  and  to  enlighten  us  as  well 
as  their  countrymen  as  to  what  the  "unspeakable  blessings  of 
British  rule"  really  arc.  We  bespeak  the  interest  of  the  League 
in  the  visit  of  these  delegates,  should  the  contemplated  arrange- 
ment for  it  be  made.  Our  cause  must  gain  by  every  shock  to 
that  st'lf-j-atisfied  complacency  with  which  the  guardianship  of 
the  weaker  by  the  stronger  nations,  especially  when  the  gur>i- 
dian  is  Anglo-Saxon,  has  been  accepted  of  late  as  a  heaven-bo m 
institution. 

Death  has  taken  from  us  several  of  our  valued  members  and 
contributors.  Of  our  vice  presidents  we  have  lost  the  Rev.  H. 
M.  Simmons,  General  Patrick  A.  Collins  and  Wheeler  H.  Peck- 
ham,  Esq. 

The  mantle  of  our  Elijah  has  fallen  upon  a  worthy  Elisha, — 
a  choice  made  according  to  the  Constitution  by  the  Executive 
Committee  and  one  which  has  been  unanimously  ratified  by 
every  written  and  spoken  word  since  Mr.  Storey  accepted  the 
position  of  President  of  the  League.  But  in  the  first  annual 
meeting  since  the  death  of  Governor  Bout  well  I  knowT  that  our 
President  would  be  the  first  to  join  with  us  in  emphasizing  tin 
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irreparable  loss  to  the  League  in  the  death  of  its  first  leader, 
whose  noble,  rugged  qualities  seem  to  loom  up  the  larger  as 
time  goes  by  and  whose  absence  is  more  and  more  felt  by  us  all 
from  day  to  day.  His  absolute  absorption  in  the  cause  to  which 
he  gave  practically  his  whole  time,  his  readiness  and  approacha- 
bility  in  every  exigency,  the  common  sense,  courage  and  chesr 
with  which  he  responded  to  the  constant  calls  that  were  made 
upon  him,  and  above  all,  his  inspiring  confidence  in  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  right,  though  it  had  been  plain  of  late  that  he  did 
not  hope,  as  once  we  did,  that  he  might  live  to  see  it,  fill  our 
memories  today  and  especially  the  memories  and  the  hearts  of 
the  Committee  and  its  functionaries  who  were  almost  daily  in 
touch  with  that  true  democrat,  that  loyal  patriot,  that  simple, 
good  and  great  man,  whom  we  were  privileged  for  six  years  to 
call  our  master  and  our  friend.  At  our  luncheon  on  May  15th, 
Mr.  William  Roscoe  Thayer  read  to  those  who  were  present  a 
fine  poem  which,  by  the  author's  desire,  was  then  unreported  and 
which,  with  his  permission,  is  made  a  part  of  this  record: 

TO   AX   OLD   HEART  IX  A   NEW   CAUSE. 

(George  S.  Boutwell.) 

I  marvel  not  that  Youth, 

Impassioned  for  the  Truth, 
Cleaves  but  to  her,  as  bridegroom  to  his  bride, 

Xot  heeding  praise  or  blame, 

Indifferent  to  fame, 
Craving  her  smile — well  worth  the  world  beside. 

But  when  in  Age  I  find 

Young  courage  and  young  mind, 
And  eyes  that  see  their  morning  vision  clear, 

Let  him  but  lately  dead, 

Who  after  four-score  led 
Our  battle-charge,  I  wonder  and  revere. 

Tho'  Prudence  bade,  "Beware!" 

He  answered  straight,  "I  dare!" 
And  swept  like  retribution  on  the  foes; 

Put  compromises  by — 

Half-truth  is  still  half-lie — 
Xor  bartered  his  convictions  for  repose. 
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He  heard  but  to  despise 

The  precepts  wordly-wise 
That  check  the  vanward  impulse  of  the  soul — 

The  sly,  corrosive  doubts, 

The  cynic  sneer  that  flouts 
All  virtue  and  denies  the  unseen  goal. 

Years  never  palsied  him 

With  disillusions  grim, 
Nor  taught  the  lie  that  numbers  most  avail; 

He  held  that  not  to  fight 

For  freedom  and  for  Right — 
Our  captains — is  the  coward's  way  to  fail. 

He  was  not  overborne 

By  ridicule  or  scorn. 
Nor  daunted  by  the  dangers  of  the  time; 

He  even  could  resist 

The  friends  whose  love  he  missed 
And  comrades  of  the  causes  of  his  prime. 

To  suffer  and  endure, 

To  keep  the  spirit  pure — 
A  fortress  and  abode  for  holy  Truth — 

To  serve  eternal  things, 

"Whate.'er  the  issue  brings, 
This  is  not  broken  Age,  but  ageless  Youth. 

EEVING  WINSLOW, 

Secretary. 
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Another  year,  the  seventh  of  the  League's  life  has  passed, 
and  for  a  moment  we  may  pause  and  look  back  at  the  events  of 
the  twelve  months  that  have  gone.  In  such  a  cause,  even  a 
Treasurer's  retrospect  cannot  be  limited  to  the  mere  addition  of 
figures  and  striking  of  balances.  There  i*  inspiration  in  this 
record  of  receipts  and  expenditures;  and  your  Treasurer  is  again 
deeply  impressed  with  the  unselfish  and  untiring  devotion  and 
liberality  of  the  noble  men  and  women  who,  year  after  year, 
have  cheerfully  contributed  to  carry  on  the  great  work,  without 
thought  or  desire  of  recognition  of  their  service*,  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  true  Americanism.  On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
he  again  begs  to  express  to  them,  one  and  all,  the  gbxr  of  the 
widow's  mite  as  well  as  the  wealthy  contributor  of  large  sums, 
heartfelt  appreciation  and  gratitude.  It  has  been  a  quiet,  off- 
year;  the  party  that  espoused  our  canse  was  defeated  in  last 
year's  presidential  election;  the  work  of  the  League,  though 
persistent,  has  been  unobtrusive;  and  vet  over  $-3,300.00  ha? 
been  received  from  the  staunch  friends  of  liberty  and  pistice. 

But  a  passing  glance  at  the  past  is  all  we  can  spare.  What 
of  the  future?  The  members  of  the  League  today  look  forward 
to  a  new  year.  Your  Committee  feel  it  a  privilege  to  be  per- 
mitted to  work  for  the  cause.  They  Avill  continue  to  work  «.s 
long  as  their  friends  and  fellow  members  continue  their  support 
of  the  movement;  and  seven  years  of  experience  make  it  im- 
possible to  doubt  the  unquenchable  ardor  and  changeless  perse- 
verence  of  these  tried  friends  of  liberty.  In  a  way,  the  work  is 
more  important  now  than  when  the  question  was  a  burning 
political  issue.  Our  people  are  very  busy  with  home  affairs; 
they  are  told  that  the  Philippine  question  is  settled;  and  thev 
are  too  ready  to  dismiss  it  from  their  minds  and  consciences  with 
the  soothing  idea  that  it  can  be  safely  entrusted  to  the  govern- 
ment officials  who  know  all  about  it.  Even  some  of  our  own 
former  friends  are  inclined  to  give  a  "fair  trial"  to  Secretary 
Taft's  evasive,  drifting  policy.  But  philanthropic  effort  for  the 
natives,  such  as  Mr.  Taft  advocates,  even  if  it  could  be  success- 
fully carried  on,  in  spite  of  individual  selfishness  and  greed,  i? 
not  enough.  That  is  eiitirely  consistent  with  imperiali-m.  It  is 
the  spirit  of  Budyard  Kipling's  immoral  poem,  "The  White 
Man's  Burden,"  so  dangerous  because  so  well  meant.  "We  must 
be  just  first,  and  benevolent  afterwards.  Even  Secretary  Taft 
admits  that  the  desire  for  ultimate  independence  is  almost  uni- 
versal among  the  natives.     And  the  work  of  our  League  is,  to  go 
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on,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  proclaiming  to  the  country,  in 
public  meetings,  in  publications,  and  by  every  legitimate  means 
that  the  question  is  not  settled;  that  the  control  of  one  people 
by  another  is  wrong,  and  contrary  to  our  national  principles; 
that  we  care  comparatively  little  whether  such  control  be  good 
or  bad;  and  that,  however  high  and  pure  may  be  the  motives  of 
many  of  the  imperialists,  we  are  committing  a  crime  against 
liberty  every  day  that  we  refuse  to  make  a  formal  binding 
promise  of  independence,  at  least  at  some  future  period,  to  these 
distant  people  whom,  in  our  pride  and  ignorance  we  have  so 
deeply  wronged. 

Now,  how  shall  this  work  be  done?  More  money  is  needed. 
We  are  beginning  a  new  year,  with  less  than  one  hundred  dollars 
in  the  treasury.  And  we  need  a  great  deal  of  money,  for  the 
correspondence  to  be  carried  on,  the  literature  to  be  published 
and  distributed,  the  meetings  to  be  held,  and  all  the  work  for 
the  cause  that  may  be  devised  by  our  enthusiastic  and  invalua- 
ble Secretary,  Mr.  Winslow;  a  man  whose  absolute,  unpaid 
devotion,  remarkable  zeal  and  rare  efficiency  perhaps  no  one 
outside  of  the  Committee  fully  realizes.  The  Treasurer  knows 
that  the  cause  can  count  on  its  old  friends.  But  new  support 
ought  to  be  enlisted.  It  is  the  cause  of  true  democracy,  of 
old-time  Americanism;  and  it  ought  not  to  be  left  to  be  sup- 
ported entirely  by  the  sacrifices  and  devotion  of  the  faithful 
few.  The  cause  will  win.  The  American  people  are  sound  and 
true  of  heart — though  often  slow  to  move,  and  discouraging  to 
impatient  reformers.  This  very  month  is  full  of  encouragement. 
The  overthrow  in  the  elections  of  corrupt  rings  and  bosses  who 
have  lone"  been  firmly  entrenched  shows  what  can  be  accom- 
plished. Our  people  have  never  voted  squarely  on  the  issue  of 
imperialism,  unmixed  with  other  disturbing  considerations. 
When  the  honest  voters  realize  that  a  wrong  has  been  done  and 
that  justice  requires  a  change,  they  will  be  quick  to  do  the  right. 
But  thev  must  first  be  enlightened. 

Even  the  great  autocracy  of  the  East  has  yielded  to  the  de- 
mand of  the  people  for  liberty.  America  must  not  be  behind 
Russia  in  recognizing  the  divine  right  of  self-government,  for 
which  it  once  fought. 

Work  is  needed.  Money  is  needed.  Patience  is  needed. 
But  let  us  never  doubt  for  a  moment.  Sooner  or  later,  if  we 
are  faithful,  the  cause  will  triumph.     Liberty,  democracy,  jasr 
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tice,  earlv  American  principles  will  prevail  in  God's  good  time. 

DAVID    G.    IIASKESTS,   JR, 

Treasurer. 

ELECTION   OF   OFFICEES. 

On  motion,  the  President  appointed  a  committee  consisting 
of  Dr.  Lincoln  R.  Stone,  the  Rev.  M.  C.  Ayres  and  Mr.  Fred- 
erick  Brooks  to  collect  and  count  ballots  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  chairman  of  the  coinmittee  reported  that 
the  following  gentlemen  were  elected: 


PRESIDENT 

MOORFIELD  STOREY 

TREASURER 

DAVID  GREENE  HASKINS,  JR. 

SECRETARY 

ERVING  WINSLOW 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE 


Charles  Gordon  Ames 
James  H.  Bowditch 
Gamaliel  Bradford 
Charles  Fleischer 
Thomas  J.  Gargan 
William  Lloyd  Garrison 
Edwin  Ginn 
George  E.  McNeill 


Albert  S.  Parsons 
Albion  A.  Perry 
A.  A.  Putnam 
Josiah  Quincy 
John  Ritchie 
Frank  B.  Sanborn 
Charles  Warren 
Fiske  Warren 


VICE-PRESIDENTS 


ALABAMA. 
Prof.  Edgar  B.  Kay,  Tuscaloosa. 
Prof.  H.  A.  Sayre,  Tuscaloosa. 

ALASKA. 
F.  C.  Hammond,  Esq.,  Juneau. 

ARIZONA. 
Frank  P.  Trott,  Esq.,  Phoenix. 

ARKANSAS. 
Hon.  James  K.  Jones,  Washington. 
Hon.  U.  M.  Rose,  Little  Rock. 

CALIFORNIA. 
C.  F.  Lummis,  Esq.,  Los  Angeles. 
Hon.  Warren  Olney,  Oakland. 
William  H.  Rogers,  Esq.,  San  Jose. 


COLORADO. 


Hon.  Moses  Hallett,  Denver. 
Gen.  W.  J.  Palmer,   Colorado  Spring*. 
Hon.  T.  M.  Patterson,  Denver. 
Hon.  John  F.  Shafroth,  Denver. 
Hon.  C.  S.  Thomas,  Denver. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Dean   Henry  Wade   Rogers,   New   Ha- 
ven. 
Prof.  W.  G.  Sumner,  New  Haven. 
Hon.  Charles  F.  Thayer,  Norwich. 

DELAWARE. 
Hon.  Richard  R.  Kenney,   Dover. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Gen.  "William  Birney,   Washington. 
Dr.  W.  A.   Croffut,  Washington. 
Samuel   Gompers,   Esq..    Washington. 
Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  "Washington. 

FLORIDA. 

Hon.    Thomas    M.    Shackleford,    Talla- 
hassee. 

GEORGIA. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Fleming,  Augusta. 
Hon.  Peter  W.  Meldrim,   Savannah. 
Hon.  Hoke  Smith,   Atlanta. 

IDAHO. 

Hon.  Simon  P.  Donnelly,  Lakeview. 

ILLINOIS. 

Miss  Jane  Addams,  Chicago. 
Prof.  Ira  "W.  Howerth,  Chicago. 
Louis  F.  Post,  Esq.,  Chicago. 
Prof.   William  M.   Salter,  Chicago. 
Edwin  Burritt  Smith,  Esq.,  Chicago. 
Charles  M.   Sturges,  Esq.,   Chicago. 
Sigmund  Zeisler,  Esq.,  Chicago. 

INDIANA. 

D.  S.  Burson,  Richmond. 

Hon.  H.  U.  Johnson,  Richmond. 

IOWA. 

Hon.  Horace  Boies,  "Waterloo. 
Dean  Amos  N.  Currier,  Iowa  City. 
Hon.  Cato  Sells,  Vinton. 
Hon.  Henry  Vollmer,  Davenport. 

KANSAS. 

Hugh  P.  Farrelly,  Esq.,   Chanute. 

KENTUCKY. 

James  G.  Howard,  Esq.,  Lock. 

LOUISIANA. 

Hon.  Donelson  Caffery,  Franklin. 

MAINE. 

President  George  C.  Chase,  Lewiston. 

Dr.  Seth  C.  Gordon,  Portland. 

Hon.  Luther  F.  McKinney,  Bridgton. 

MARYLAND. 

Hon.  John  V.  LeMoyne,  Baltimore. 
Hon.   George   L,    Wellington,    Cumber- 
land. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Dr.  Edward  Atkinson,  Boston. 
Rev.  L.  W.  Bacon,  Assonet. 
Hon.  D.  H.  Chamberlain,  "West  Brook- 
field. 
Col.  C.  R.  Codman,  Brookline. 
Rev.  C.  F.  Dole,  Jamaica  Plain, 
Dana  Estes,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Rev.  Edward  M.  Gushee,  Cambridge. 
President   G.   Stanley  Ha:!,   Worcester. 
Hon.  J.  M.  Head,  Boston. 
Col.  T.  W.   Higginscn,  Camb-idge. 
Pi  of.    William   James,    Cambridge. 
Henry  W.  Lamb,   Esq.,  Brookline. 
Edwin  D.  Mead,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Lucia  Ames  Mead,  Boston. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Morse,  Boston. 
James  P.  Munroe,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Prof.  Charles  Elict  Norton,  Cambridge. 
Gen.  Francis  A.  Osborn,  Boston. 
Hon.  Herb^i t  C.  Parsons.  Greenfield. 
Henry  Pickering.  Esq.,  Boston. 
Hon.  Winslow  "Warren,  Boston. 

MICHIGAN. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Crooker,  Ann  Arbor. 
Charles  S.   Hampton,  Esq.,  Detroit. 

MINNESOTA. 

Rev.  Richard  W.   Boynton,   St.  Paul. 
Frederic  G.   Corser,   Esq.,   Minneapolis. 
Hon.  John  Lind,  Minneapolis. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Hon.  John  S.  Williams,  Yazoo. 

MISSOURI. 

John  P.  Herrmann.  Esq..  St.  Louis. 
luassena  Bullaird,  Esq.,  Helena. 
Andrew  Dunsire,  Esq..   Kalispell. 
Edward  Scharnikow,  Esq.,  Deer  Isle. 

NEBRASKA. 

A.  J.  Sawyer,  Esq..  Lincoln. 

Rlt.  Rev.  Arthur  S.  Williams,  Omaha. 

NEVADA. 
John  H.  Dennis,  Esq.,  Reno. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
Hon.  Henry  F.  Hollis,  Concord. 

NEW   JERSEY. 
Ralph  W.  E.  Donges,  Esq.,   Camden. 

NEW  YORK. 
Everett  V.  Abbot,  Esq.,  New  York. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq.,  New  York. 
Samuel  L.  Clemens.  Esq.,  New  York. 
E.  H.  Crosby,  Esq.,  New  York. 
R.  Fulton  Cutting,  Esq.,  New  York. 
Charles    Stewart    Davison,    Esq.,    New 

York. 
Hon.  Louis  R.  Ehrich,  New  York. 
Col.  Patrick  Ford,  New  York. 
Austen  G.  Fox,  Esq.,  New  York. 
Henry  W.  Hardon,  Esq.,  New  York. 
Henry  Hentz,  Esq.,  New  York. 
Rev.     "William     R.     Huntington,     New 

York. 
Rev.  C.  H.  Parkhurst,  New  York. 
Hon.  Carl  Schurz.  New  York. 
Hon.  George  F.  Seward,  New  York. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 
President  L.  L.  Hobbs,  Guilford. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 
A.  C.  Reinecke,  Esq.,  Grand  Forks. 

OHIO. 
Gen.  Roeliff  Brinkerhoff,   Mansfield. 
H)n.  John  J.  Lentz,  Columbus. 
Hon.  Rufus  B.  Smith,  Cincinnati. 
Edward  Stang,  Esq.,  Cincinnati. 
Charles  B.  Wilby,  Esq.,  Cincinnati. 

OKLAHOMA. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Patton,  Woodward. 

OREGON. 

James  Hennessy  Murphy,   Esq.,   Port- 
land. 
H.  B.   Nicholas,  Esq.,   Portland. 
Col.  C.  E.  S.  Wood,  Portland. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr.  W.  Horace  Hoskins,  Philadelphia. 
Hon.  Alfred  H.  Love,  Philadelphia 
George  G.   Mercer,   Esq.,    Philadelphia. 
George  W.   Ochs,   Esq.,   Philadelphia. 
Mickle  C.  Paul,  Esq.,   Philadelphia. 
Frank  Stephens,  Esq.,   Philadelphia. 
Dr.   Robert   Ellis  Thompson,    Philadel- 
phia. 
Herbert  Welsh,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Hon.  Lucius  F.  C.  Garvin,  Lonsdale. 
Rt.  Rev.  W.  N.  McVickar,  Providence. 
Edwin  C.  Pierce,  Esq.,  Providence. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
Brig.     Gen.    James    Gadsden    Holmes, 

Charleston. 
Wilie  Jones,  Esq.,  Cclumbia. 

SOUTH    DAKOTA. 
Hon.   Levi  McGee,  Rapid   City. 
Joseph  B.  Moore,  Esq.,  Lead. 

TENNESSEE. 
Hon.  E.  W.  Carmack,  Memphis. 

TEXAS. 
Frederick  Opp,  Esq.,  Llano. 
Hon.  James  L.  Slayden,  San  Antonio. 

UTAH. 
P.  J.  Daly,  Esq.,  Salt  Lake  City. 

VERMONT. 
Col.  A.  P.  Childs,  Bennington. 
Rt.  Rev.  A.  C.  A.  Hall,  Burlington. 

VIRGINIA. 
President  George  H.  Denny,  Lexington. 

WASHINGTON. 
C.  G.  Heifner,  Esq.,  Seattle. 
WEST    VIRGINIA. 
Hon.  A.  S.  Johnston,  Union. 
Hon.  John  E.  Stealey,  Clarksburg. 

WISCONSIN. 
William  George   Bruce,   Esq.,   Milwau- 

WTOMING. 
Hon.  John  C.  Hamm,  Cheyenne. 


ADDRESS   BY  THE   PRESIDENT. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Anti-Imperialist  League: 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  meet  you  all  again  and  to  rejoice  with 
you  in  the  progress  of  our  cause,  for  this  has  been  a  year  of 
marked  advance.  The  wave  of  imperialism,  which  reached  this 
country  in  1898  and  for  awhile  threatened  to  drown  our 
people's  faith  in  the  great  principles  of  free  government  has 
spent  its  force,  and  the  tide  is  ebbing  fast.  The  theory  that  the 
white  races  are  necessarily  superior  to  those  whose  skins  have 
a  richer  hue  and  that  white  men,  therefore,  have  a  divine  mis- 
sion to  conquer  and  govern  all  others  has  been  rudely  shattered. 
More  recent  experience  has  discredited  the  belief  that  white 
men  can  govern  yellow,  brown  and  black  men  better  than 
they  can  govern  themselves.  The  schemes  for  the  partition  of 
A-ia  among  the  great  powers  of  Europe  are  indefinitely  post- 
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ponecl.     Government  by  might  the  world  over  totters  to  its  fall. 

When  the  armies  of  Russia  were  defeated  in  battle  after 
battle,  when  Port  Arthur,  that  impregnable  stronghold,  was 
taken,  and  finally  when  the  Russian  fleet  was  overwhelmed  in 
the  straits  of  Japan,  the  superstition  that  yellow  men  are  infe- 
rior to  white,  that  Asiatics  are  not  in  every  way  equal  to  Euro- 
peans, received  its  death  blow.  "The  dwarfs  with  the  faces  of 
baboons  and  the  brains  of  monkeys,"  as  the  Russians  contemp- 
tuously called  them,  have  brought  Russia  to  its  knee.;. 

Not  only  has  Japan  freed  Asia  from  the  peril  of  Russian 
tyranny;  it  has  emancipated  the  Russians  themselves.  The 
most  powerful  autocracy  in  the  world,  fortified  by  the  iraditions 
of  centuries,  controlling  an  enormous  and  subservient  army, 
ruling  a  people  poor,  ignorant,  disorganized  and  abjectly  sub- 
missive, inspiring  terror  at  home  and  abroad,  possessing  every 
thing  that  can  place  tyranny  beyond  the  reach  of  disaster,  has 
been  forced  to  surrender  its  authority,  and  to  recognize  that 
even  its  oower  cannot  endure  without  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned. Whether  the  Russian  revolution  terminates  like  the 
French  in  a  frenzy  of  terror  and  bloodshed,  or  whether  the  evil 
results  of  long  oppression  on  every  class  in  Russia  can  be  rem- 
edied by  peaceful  legislation,  we  are  not  wise  enough  to  tell, 
but  when  the  Czar  of  all  the  Russias  admits  that  he  cannot  gov- 
ern his  people  without  their  consent,  no  man  can  hope  and  no 
man  need  fear  that  government  by  brute  force  will  endure  any- 
where. 

The  oppression  of  many  years  with  all  the  blood  that  has  been 
shed  to  maintain  order  in  Warsaw  has  not  extinguished  the 
spirit  of  freedom  in  Poland.  Finland  has  recovered  its  ancient 
constitution.  Norway  peacefully  resumes  its  independence. 
The  tie  which  subjects  Hungary  to  Austria  is  strained  to  the 
breaking  point.  Everywhere  the  movement  of  men  is  toward  ? 
popular  rights  and  national  independence.  In  our  own  country 
the  campaign  against  the  equal  rights  of  men  has  been  arrested 
in  Maryland.  The  best  men  in  the  South  are  rousing  them- 
selves to  oppose  the  monstrous  doctrine  that  the  remedy  foe 
colored  ignorance  and  brutality  is  to  keep  the  whole  colored 
race  ignorant  and  brutal,  to  deny  them  the  rights,  opportunities 
and  education  of  white  men — in  a  word,  that  the  way  to  lift 
them  up  is  to  keep  them  down. 

The  world  is  beginning  to  think,  and  the  ancient  standards  of 
right  and  wrong  again  assert  themselves. 
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'"Great  captains  with  their  guns  and  drums 

Obscure  our  judgment  for  the  hour, 
But  at  length  silence  comes." 

and  in  that  silence  we  hear  the  still  small  voice  which  ever 
teaches  that  all  men  are  brothers. 

At  a  time  like  this  when  the  whole  world  is  moving  towards 
freedom,  does  it  no1  seem  passing  strange  that  this  great  coun- 
try, the  apostle  of  freedom,  should  persist  in  setting  an  example 
of  tyranny;  that  we  should  Take  from  another  people  the  right 
to  govern  themselves  in  their  own  country,  establish  over  them 
a  government  in  which  they  have  no  voice,  deny  them  the  pro- 
tection of  any  constitution,  and  rule  them  absolutely  without 
i  heir  consent '.  Is  the  Land  of  the  Free  the  lasl  country  in  which 
a  universal  movement  for  freedom  is  felt?  There  are  those  who 
would  have  us  think  that  the  cause  of  Philippine  independence 
is  lost,  as  their  fathers  would  have  led  men  to  believe  thai  slavery 
was  a  divine  institution  and  destined  to  endure  in  this  country. 
We  do  not  believe  it.  We  have  not  losl  faith  in  our  country- 
men. The  independence  of  the  Philippines  is  assured.  What 
are  the  signs  of  the  time-' 

THE  ADMITTED   DESIRE   OF   THE   FILIPINOS  FOR  INDEPENDENCE. 

(  ertain  disputed  propositions  are  now  finally  settled.  We  no 
longer  hear  that  only  a  part  of  the  Filipinos,  a  few  self-seeking 
agitators  desire  independence,  while  the  rest  are  content  with 
American  rule,  and  that  were  it  not  for  anti-imperial  pam- 
phlets and  speeches  the  talk  of  independence  would  die  out.  It 
is  now  admitted  that  the  whole  Filipino  nation  is  united  in  de- 
manding independence.  They  have  tried  benevolent  assimila- 
tion for  seven  years  of  pestilence  and  famine,  and  they  do  nor 
like  it.  War,  even  the  extreme  severities  of  General  Smith  and 
Genera]  Bell,  water  cure  and  like  tortures,  reconcentration,  re- 
peated and  persistent,  punishment  in  every  form  have  all  been 
tried  faithfully,  but  still  the  Filipinos  do  not  love  us.  They  are 
strangely  like  the  Italians,  whom  the  cruelties  of  Austria  only 
stimulated,  like  the  Dutch  who  refused  to  be  crushed  by  the 
methods  of  Alva,  like  the  Poles,  like  the  Greeks,  like  the  Irish, 
like  every  other  race  of  human  beings,  for  history  teaches  that 
oppression  always  and  everywhere  fosters  the  love  of  freedom. 

The  evidence  on  this  point  is  overwhelming. 

The  Filipino  Republican  party,  by  authority  of  its  president, 
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issued  on  August  5th  last  a  manifesto  in  which  after  express- 
ing gratitude  to  the  Americans  and  reverence  for  President 
Roosevelt  and  Secretary  Taft,  and  after  thanking  the  latter 
for    his    insistence    "that    the    Philippines    shall    be    for    the 

Filipinos, But  we  firmly  and  sincerely  believe 

that  these  pregnant  words  will  remain  merely  vain  promises — 
since  in  practice  even  the  constitutional  guarantees  are  illusory 
in  this  country — until  such  time  as  independence  under  an 
American  protectorate  shall  be  definitely  established  in  the 
archipelago." 

On  the  29th  of  August,  in  a  crowded  hall  largely  iiiled  with 
the  best  Filipinos,  "The  Committee  of  Philippine  interests" 
presented  a  petition  to  the  visiting  Congressmen  in  which  they 
stated  "that  the  general  desire  of  the  Filipino  people  is  to 
possess  independent  national  existence  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
asked  Congress  at  once  to  declare  that  this  will  be  granted,  and 
that  "to  assure  this  independence  either  the  Philippine  Islands 
may  be  declared  neutral  territory  or  else  be  placed  under  a 
protectorate  of  the  United  States." 

Another  petition,  presented  at  the  same  time,  signed  by  lead- 
ing Filipinos,  was  an  admirable  argument  for  immediate  inde 
pendence,  and  concluded:  "By  all  that  we  have  expressed,  and 
relying  upon  the  justice  of  the  American  nation,  we  petition  ihe 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  in  the  name  of 
the  Filipinos  for  the  immediate  independence  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  with  declaration  of  perpetual  neutrality." 

These  petitions  were  followed  by  speeches  in  which  the 
unanimous  desire  of  the  Filipino  people  was  vigorously  ex- 
pressed. The  visitors  were  convinced  that  these  speakers  truly 
rej)resented  their  people.  Thus  we  find  in  the  Boston  Tran- 
script, to  which  no  anti-imperialist  for  years  has  looked  for 
sympathv,  a  letter  written  by  James  A.  Leroy,  formerly  secre- 
tary of  a  Philippine  Commissioner  and  a  member  of  the  Taf  t 
party,  in  which  he  says: 

"It  need  not  be  said  here  again,  as  it  is  now  admitted  by  all 
who  know  the  situation  in  the  Islands,  that  independence  is  tb.Q 
ideal  of  nearly  all  Filipinos." 

And  this  statement  was  made  under  date  of  August  13,  two 
weeks  before  the  petitions  from  which  I  have  quoted  were  pre- 
sented. 

Congressman  Parsons,  another  member  of  the  Taft  party, 
and  a  strong  Republican,  writes  to  the  Tribune: 
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"There  is  no  question  that  all  the  Filipino  parties  arc  now  in 
favor  of  independence." 

I  might  quote  indefinitely — not  to  prove  that  the  Filipinos 
desire  independence,  they  have  proved  that  by  their  long 
struggle  against  us — but  to  prove  that  their  desire  is  openly 
asserted  and  its  existence  no  longer  denied. 

OUR  FAILURE  IN  HAWAII  AND  PORTO  RICO. 

It  is  apparent  next  that  all  our  efforts  to  govern  other  people 
as  subjects  have  failed,  as  well' when  they  have  submitted  peace- 
fully as  when  they  have  rented  bitterly.  I  need  not  speak 
of  Indians  or  Negroes.  Theirs  are  "ancient  tnles  of  wrens*  " 
Let  me  deal  only  with  our  latest  efforts  in  the  light  of  this  now 
century. 

What  says  Hawaii.  Let  me  quote  the  words  of  Henry  P. 
Cooper,  who  waa  prominent  in  the  revolution,  has  been  acting 
governor  and  attorney  general  and  who  continues  to  be  a  leader 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Islands,  but  does  not  like  the  result  of  his 
labors.  He  says: 

"Hawaii  was  an  exceptionally  prosperous  little  country  just 
before  American  absorption,  its  people  were  happy  and  con- 
tented, there  were  ideal  trade  relations  with  the  United  States, 
which  resulted  in  our  spending  with  American  merchants  front 
$25,000,000  to  $80,000,000  annually,  and  we  had  an  abun- 
dance of  cheap  and  efficient  labor.     This  was  the  state  of  affair 

in  1896 Today,  while  we  have  no  searoifv 

of  capital  in  Hawaii,  nobody  wants  to  borrow  monev,  for  tn^ 
uncertainty  and  instability  of  our  conditions  has  paralyzed  all 
business  enterprise.  Honolulu  has  lost  700  inhabitants  within 
a  recent  period  and  numbers  of  people  have  abandoned  their 
homes.  Nobody  will  invest  a  dollar  in  any  new  business,  an  J 
curtailment  is  the  watchword.  Unless  there  is  a  radical  chanc 
in  the  near  future,  we  shall  see  the  grass  growing  in  the  street^ 
of  Honolulu  avid  people  of  means  will,  at  no  distant  day,  bo 
subsisting"  on  fish  and  poi." 

He  is  not  the  only  American  who  has  found  the  conditio:,- 
after  the  revolution  changed  distinctly  for  the  worse,  and  wh"> 
has  wished  that  the  islands  were  again  independent. 

Porto  "Rico  is  thoroughly  discontented.  On  July  25.  soven 
years  from  the  dav  when  our  army  landed  in  Porto  Pico,  a 
meeting  of  delegates  from  sixty-five  out  of  the  sixty-six  muni- 
cipalities of  Porto  Pico  met  in  San  Juan  at  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
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Todd,  the  American  mayor  of  the  city,  and  addressed  o  petition 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Let  me  quote  a  few- 
sentences  from  it. 

"Seven  years  ago  today,  the  twenty-fifth  of  July,  the  Ameri- 
can army  invaded  this  country  by  the  port  of  Guanica.  We 
know  the  history  and  tradition  of  your  country,  we  knew  that 
the  flag1  of  your  nation  forever  floated  over  worthy  homes  and 
dignified  communities;  the  landing  of  your  soldiers  meant  to 
us  the  further  enlargement  of  the  horizon  of  our  public  life. 

Shortlv  before  that  time  the  nation  that  discovered  this  coun- 
try— having  theretofore  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Porto 
Rico  the  same  political  rights  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Span- 
ish peninsula — had  acknowledged  the  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment in  our  local  administration,  and  it  was  natural,  therefore, 
that  we  should  have  felt  confident  that  the  invading  nation 
would  not  lessen  the  scope  of  that  principle,  especially  in  view 
of  your  own  declaration  that  the  war  of  1898  was  waged  for  the 
purpose  of  liberating  countries  which  were  being  ruled  over  by 

tyranny. 

*******  *  *  * 

In  opposition  to  the  most  simple  principles  of  political  law 
obtaining,  without  a  single  exception,  in  countries  under  a  par- 
liamentary system  of  government,  such  as  Franco  or  Greal 
Britain,  or  under  a  representative  system  such  as  that  of  your 
own  country!  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  are  merged  in 
the  Executive  Council,  the  majority  of  which,  composed  of  the 
six  heads  of  departments,  heretofore  Amorieans,  are  the  arbiters 
in  the  passage  of  our  laws.  Then  they  apply  the  law  by  them- 
selves, modify  it  at  times,  and  at  other  times  repeal  it,  as  waa 
the  case  on  the  third  day  of  June  of  this  year,  on  which  date  rhe 
Appropriation  Act,  passed  and  approved  March  9,  1905,  waa 
partly  repealed.  And  it  was  so  repealed  exclusively  by  the 
American  members  of  the  Council  against  the  vote  of  the  Porto 
Picans.  Thus  the  six  Americans  appointed  by  the  President 
have  had  greater  power  than  the  thirty-five  representatives  of 
the  Island  in  the  House  of  Delegates  and  the  five  Pcrto  Pico 
members  of  the  Council;    in  other  words,  they  have  had  mor" 

power  than  the  whole  people  of  Porto  Pico. 
********** 

Pray,  grant  unto  this  country  all  legislative  authority  and  at 
the  same  time  all  responsibility.  "We  cannot  accept  that  public 
officers  be  sent  to  Porto  Pico  who,  as  a  general  rule,  are  unae- 
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quainted  with  the  language,  the  customs,  and  the  needs  of  this 
country,  and  within  twenty-four  hours  after  their  arrival  take 
their  seats  in  the  Executive  Council  and  decide  by  their  votes 
complicated  and  transcendental  questions.  We  desire  that  the 
opportunity  heretofore  denied  to  us  be  given  that  we  may  show- 
that  we  are  now  capable  of  self-government.  Our  common- 
wealth has  an  old  civilization  of  its  own;  we  have  shown  our 
estimation  and  respect  for  the  laws;  we  worked  out  the  problem 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  within  the  most  perfect  normal 
bounds;  we  have  met  without  disorder  most  terrible  financial 
crises.  We  know  ourselves,  we  fully  know  our  needs  and  we 
are  fully  convinced  that  we  can  successfully  manage  our  own 
affairs. 
******  *  *  -x-  ••;• 

You  have  been  memoralized  firstly  and  at  divers  times  by  the 
Republican  party;  you  were  memorialized  by  the  Federal  party, 
now  dissolved;  you  were  recently  memorialized  by  the  majority 
in  the  House  of  Delegates  in  a  House  Memorial  addressed  to 
you;  but  today  it  is  not  part  of  the  people,  but  the  whole  of  the 
people  wli)  address  you.  And  as  the  people's  faith  is  in  you, 
and  as  the  people  expect  from  you  a  generous  act,  and  as  the 
people  find,  to  their  surprise,  that  they  are  being  driven  to  feel 
anti-American,  they  appeal  to  you,  to  the  only  power  that  may 
save  them  in  this  supreme  conflict,  and  rest  in  the  certainty  that 
they  will  be  treated  as  one  who  confidently,  friendly  and  re- 
spectfully presents  himself,  though  dignified  and  firm,  asking 
for  an  undeniable  act  of  equity  and  justice.'" 

On  the  12th  of  August  the  teachers  of  Porto  Rico,  in  mass 
meeting  assembled,  also  addressed  Congress.     They  begin: 

"'Among  the  social  classes  of  Porto  Rico  there  exists  a  pro- 
found disgust.  It  finds  daily  echo  in  our  public  press,  and  it  is 
known  throughout  the  Latin  nations  of  the  western  hemisphere. 

We,  the  school  teachers  of  Porto  Rico,  congregated  in  assem- 
bly, have  resolved  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  the  United  States  Congress  that  state  of  affair?. 
This  we  consider  our  right  as  citizens;  this  we  consider  our  duty 
as  school  teachers  of  the  Island." 

They  continue: 

"The  two  supreme  aspirations  which  are  paramount  in  the 
mind  of  the  Porto  Rican  public  opinion  are  both  just  and  gen- 
erous, as  they  concur  in  the  letter  and  spirit  with  the  American 
constitution.     Either  Porto  Rico  should  become  a  state  of  the 
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Union,  or  it  should  be  made  an  independent  nation,  like  Cuba.'' 

They  say  further: 

•"Xone  can  speak  with  higher  authority  than  can  we  to  the 
American  people.  Porto  Kico  surfers;  Porto  Kico  is  tired  of 
her  imposed  government  and  wants  justice  done.  The  big 
seems  bigger  when  it  renders  justice  to  the  small.  The  small 
seems  big  when  it  fights  for  its  rights. 

Our  main  need  is  to  know  definitely  which  political  status 

shall  be  bestowed  upon  us.     This  uncertainty  kills  our  efforts, 

and  it  is  quite  harmful  to  public  education. 

*  •*  ■*  .        *  *  *  *  *  .*  * 

Our  pupils  are  learning  in  your  own  history  to  detest  the 
colonial  regime,  and  Porto  Pico  is  recognized  as  a  colony  by  the 
great  nation  which  prides  herself  with  a  glorious  history.  Deep 
is  the  abyss  yawning  between  our  system  of  public  education 
and  our  insular  government. 

And  it  should  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  American  interests 
that  our  status  be  rendered  consistent  with  our  teachings." 

That  general  discontent  prevails  in  this  island  is  confirmed 
by  private  advices  from  various  sources*  The  Spanish  popula- 
tion despise  and  dislike  the  Americans,  and  the  latter  look 
down  upon  and  dislike  the  Spanish.  They  are  drifting  apart, 
and  it  is  easy  to  imagine  why,  if  we  will  only  suppose  their 
positions  reversed. 

*NOTE. 
A  letter  has  been  received  in  this  country  from  Mayor  R.  H.  Todd,  of 
San  Juan  P  R  dated  November  14,  in  which  he  considers  the  insular 
situation  in  the  light  of  the  memorial  to  Congress  in  favor  of  a  larger  meas 
ure  of  home  rule  which  was  unanimously  adopted  last  July  by  the  conven- 
tion of  Porto  Rican  municipalities.  Mayor  Todd  writes  to  his  American 
correspondent  as  follows:—  . 

I  hope  to  be  in  New  York,  on  my  way  to  Washington,  the  first  week  in 
January,  and  I  will  communicate  with  you  with  a  view  of  asking  your 
advice  regarding  the  work  which  I  am  about  to  do  in  Washington  to  furthe" 
the  petition  embodied  in  the  memorial.  If  the  Porto  Ricans  are  not  entitled 
to  what  they  ask  for  in  said  memorial,  it  would  have  been  better  for  them 
that  the  change  of  flag  had  not  taken  place.  When  your  soldiers  landed  at 
Guanica  on  the  25th  of  July,  1898,  the  only  things  Spanish  in  Porto  Rico 
were  the  flag  and  the  captain  general.  The  Porto  Ricans  had  control  of  the 
administration  of  affairs,  and  in  every  important  position  of  trust  there  was 
a  Porto  Rican.  Today,  after  seven  years  of  American  control,  a  Porto  Rican 
is  a  nobody  in  his  own  country,  and  if  he  dares  to  criticise  those  acts  whien 
he  considers  to  be  against  the  welfare  of  his  country,  he  is  branded  as  an 
Anti-American  agitator. 

Of  course,  the  Porto  Ricans  are  trained  in  the  right  of  petition,  and  wt 
will  address  Congress  again  and  again  for  what  we  think  is  our  due,  unti\ 
we  get  what  is  ours.  At  first  we  thought  we  would  be  treated  with  some 
more  respect  and  we  decided  to  wait.  We  are  a  community  of  a  million 
inhabitants;  our  language,  our  customs,  our  civilization  are  entirely  differ 
ent  from  yours;  and  all  these  considerations  together  should  have  coun- 
seled you  to  select  with  extra  care  the  men  who  were  to  be  sent  down  here 
to  teach  us  the  science  of  government.  The  feeling  of  disgust,  which  is  unan- 
imous, shows  plainly  that  you  have  failed  in  your  task.    If  we  were  to  follow 
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Tlie  Porto  Picans  are  proud  and  cannot  endure  the  denial  of 
recognition  as  citizens.  Their  commissioner  speaks  reasonably 
when  he  says: 

•'It  is  only  a  matter  of  sentiment,  and  for  granting  it  the 
United  States  will  lose  nothing,  as  if  we  were  citizens  we  could 
nut  vote  on  Federal  matters  or  have  any  hand  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Xation.  Citizenship  should  have  been  granted  with  civil 
government.  The  two  go  hand  in  hand.  With  citizenship  we 
would  be  more  respected  abroad  and  there  would  be  other  ad- 
vantages, but  we  are  insisting  on  citizenship  as  a  matter  of 
pride.  What  are  wTe  now?  Citizens  of  no  country  at  all!  We 
are  even  denied  the  right  of  naturalization.  The  most  ignorant, 
worthless  European  emigrant  has  more  advantage  than  we." 

How  is  it  with  the  Philippines? 

CONTINUED  RESISTANCE   IN   THE  PHILIPPINES. 

A  year  ago  during  the  Presidential  campaign  we  were  assured 
that  tranquillity  was  established,  that  "all  the  rights  contained 
in  the  bill  of  rights  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
except  the  right  to  bear  arms  and  the  right  to  trial  by  jury'' 
were  "secured  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  among  the 
Christian  Filipinos." 

What  are  the  facts  as  we  gather  them  from  official  sources? 
Let  me  quote  from  first  the  report  of  General  Carter,  command- 
ing the  Department  of  the  Arisayas,  for  the  year  from  July  1, 
1904,  to  July  1,  1905,  which  first  saw  the  light  in  this  country 
late  in  August,  1905.  His  report  is  dated  July  1,  1905,  and  his 
last  report  was  probably  dated  July  1,  1901.    He  says: 

"Within  a  few  days  after  the  rendition  of  the  annual  report 
for  last  year  a  serious  outbreak  occurred  in  the  Gandara  Valley, 
Samar.  This  was  followed  by  disorders  in  all  the  other  large 
islands  of  the  department,  Negros,  Panay,   Cebu  and  Leyte. 

in  the  footsteps  of  those  who  have  been  our  teachers  in  the  art  of  govern- 
ment, we  would  have  to  do  things  which  our  standard  of  right  and  justice 
and  decency  tells  us  to  be  wrong.  The  demands  set  forth  in  the  memorial 
are  plain  and  simple.  We  want  self-government.  We  sustain  the  theory 
that  no  man,  that  no  set  of  men,  can  successfully  govern  a  foreign  country: 
foreign  in  language,  in  customs  and  in  civilization.  We  claim  further  that 
no  country  in  America  can  be  free  and  happy  if  its  people  is  denied  the 
blessings  of  the  age;  namely,  a  full  measure  of  self-government.  We  hope 
to  get  the  support  of  every  good  American  in  our  demands.  We  hope  still 
further  that  we  will  be  able  to  convince  the  American  people  that  we  can 
be  •  ntrusted  with  the  government  of  our  own  country,  with  the  certainty  in 
advance  that  we  will  succeed  in  our  enterprise,  and  with  the  still  furtner 
assurance  that  we  cannot  do  it  any  worse  than  our  present  distinguished 
local  administration.  I  have  extended  this  letter  more  than  I  intended,  and 
will  close  with  the  request  that  you  give  us  your  valuable  aid  in  our  de- 
mands, which  are  based  on  justice  and  right. 
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The  ordinary  ladrone  element,  reinforced  to  some  extent  from 
the  idle  and  criminal  classes,  was  responsible  for  the  troubles  in 
the  last  named  islands." 

Let  me  pause  here  and  note  first  that  it  was  only  in  the  Last 
four  islands,  not  in  Samar,  that  the  ladrone  element  was  re 
sponsible  for  the  troubles.      In   Samar  it   was  apparently   an 
uprising  of  the  people. 

Let  me  note  in  the  second  place  the  phase  "the  ladrone  ele- 
ment reinforced  to  some  extent  from  the  idle  and  criminal 
clashes."  We  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  ladroces  were- 
robbers,  vicious,  lawless  people  who  lived  by  plundering  tli3 
community,  but  it  seems  that  ladrones  do  not  belong  to  the 
criminal  classes,  and  this  name  is  used  as  other  governments  u=e 
the  word  "rebel"  to  describe  an  unsuccessful  patriot. 

Gen.  Carter's  report  is  long,  but  it  tells  of  an  insurrection 
which  spread  all  over  the  island  of  Samar.  and  at  the  date  »f 
his  report  he  says  : 

"The  end  is  not  in  sight,  for  the  repulses  in  northern  and 
eastern  Samar  have  resulted  in  the  transfer  of  Pulajane  oper- 
ations to  the  southwest  coast."  It  proved  too  strong  for  the 
constabulary,  and  the  troops  were  called  in  "after  nine  months 
of  constant  and  severe  field  service." 

General  Carter  gives  a  list  of  thirty-eight  encounters  in  which 
on  the  side  of  the  government  there  were  about  eighty-- ix 
casualities,  two  lieutenants  being  killed  and  one  lieutenant  and 
two  privates  being  wounded  from  the  troops,  the  other  casualties 
being  among  the  Philippine  constabulary  and  scouts,  and  of 
these  about  sixty-five  were  killed.  On  the  native  side  441 
officers  and  men  were  killed,  eleven  were  wounded  and  ninety  - 
five  taken  prisoners,  of  whom  forty-seven  were  taken  by  one 
detachment  of  scouts.  The  report  indicates  that  the  Dumber  of 
wounded  was  thought  in  some  cases  to  be  large,  but  only  eleven 
wounded  are  reported  as  definitely  known,  while  there  are 
ominous  entries  like  seventy-four  killed  and  no  wounded  or 
prisoners,  and  again,  four  officers  and  ninety  privates  are- killed, 
with  no  wounded  and  only  six  prisoners.  In  the  last  affair  on 
the  side  of  the  government  only  two  privates  were  wounded  and 
a  guide  killed.  This  was  the  result  of  a  charge  with  fixed  bay- 
onets into  a  camp  which  was  taken  by  surprise,  when,  according 
to  the  report,  the  troops  "engaged  in  a  hand  to  hand  conflict 
with  a  largely  superior  force,  and  the  fight  lasted  about  thirty 
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minutes."     To  describe  such  an  affair  as  "a  conflict"  requires 
imagination. 

Early  in  his  report  the  General  says: 

"Whatever  may  have  been  the  original  cause  of  the  outbreak 
it  was  soon  lost  sight  of  when  success  had  drawn  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  people  away  from  their  homes  and  field?,"  a  state- 
ment which  seems  to  indicate  ignorance  as  to  why  the  people 
rose.  This  does  not,  however,  prevenl  the  General  from  saying 
later,  "The  Pulajane  insurrection  is  absolutely  without  any 
political  significance  whatever,"  as  is  uniformly  the  official  view. 

When  we  remember  that  the  people  of  Samar  had  been  so 
lately  and  so  terribly  scourged  by  Smith  and  Waller,  that  they 
had  been  so  thoroughly  taughl  their  own  weakness  and  the 
terrible  warfare  which  Americans  can  wage,  that  they  were  sc 
absolutely  stripped  of  arms,  that  General  Carter,  in  speaking  of 
two  skirmishes  in  which  one  American  officer,  two  hospital  corns 
men  and  forty-two  native  scouts  were  killed  and  (en  men  were 
wounded,  says:  "The  serious  nature  of  these  reverses  was 
not  wholly  in  the  losses  of  men.  but  in  the  los<  of  arms 
and  ammunition, of  which  the  Pulajanes  were  in  great  nerd,"' 
we  may  well  ask  what  it  was  that  drove  this  feeble  people  to 
brave  again  all  that  the  power  of  the  United  States  could  inflict. 
Mm  are  not  lightly  goaded  to  desperation,  and  when  we  learn 
"that  not  onlv  Samar  but  all  the  other  islands  in  the  group  w^re 
also  the  scenes  of  simultaneous  insurrection,  there  must  have 
been  some  strong  reason,  some  intolerable  misgovernment  which 
drove  them  to  certain  ruin  and  death  rather  than  sufrV/  longer. 
This  is  the  tranquillity  of  which  Secretary  Taft  boasted  a  year 
ago,  but  bear  in  mind  that  though  this  revolt  was  in  active  oper- 
ation during  the  whole  Presidential  campaign,  no  hint  of  its  exis- 
tence reached  the  United  States  then  or  for  eleven  months  after- 
ward. Not  even  yet  have  we  any  reasonable  explanation — either 
the  government  does  not  know  what  caused  the  trouble,  OT  it 
does  not  tell.  Tn  any  event  the  people  of  the  United  States — 
charged  with  the  duty  as  Ave  are  told  of  governing  this  people — 
are  not  allowed  to  know  when  trouble  besets  their  subjects.  Our 
imperialist  rulers  will  neither  trust  the  Filininos  to  govern  them- 
selves nor  the  American  poo-plo  to  govern  them.  Secretary 
Taft  and  a  few  other-  alone  possess  the  wisdom  to  deal  with  this 
problem.  Alas!  on  how  few  lives  does  the  fate  of  this  unhappv 
race  depend! 
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RECONCENTRATION. 

Nor  is  this  all.  On  July  4,  1902,  President  Eoosevelt  de- 
clared the  war  in  the  Philippines  at  an  end  and  issued  his 
proclamation  of  amnesty.  Then  "tranquillity"  had  been  fully 
established.  In  the  year  1902  reconcentration  was  used  to 
suppress  insurrection  in  Laguna  and  Batangas.  It  then  affecto  1 
not  less  than  100,000  people  in  camps  holding  from  8,000  to 
14,000  people  each,  according  to  the  official  report  of  Col. 
Wagner.  In  1903,  when  every  Filipino  had  all  the  civil  right- 
secured  to  an  American  citizen  by  the  Bill  of  Eights  save  the 
right  to  bear  arms  and  to  trial  by  jury,  300,000  persons  wer:: 
driven  from  their  homes  into  reconcentration  camps  ir  Alb.'iy, 
where  very  large  areas  were  entirely  denuded  of  population. 
15,000  people  in  Tayabas  suffered  a  like  fate.  In  1904  some 
20,000  people  in  Samar  and  16,000  in  Cavite,  close  to  the  walk 
of  Manila,  were  dealt  with  in  like  manner.  In  the  current  yea?, 
1 905,  reuorts  reach  us  of  like  operations.  "We  hear  from  Bakoor 
that  "its  unfortunate  reconcentrated  people,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  districts  of  Ligas  and  St.  Nicholas,  a  pleasant  land  situated 
by  the  sea-side,  are  subjected  to  vigorous  surveillance,  not  al- 
lowed to  walk  abroad  with  impunity,  obliged  to  snatch  their 
sleep  in  motley  heaps  of  men,  women  and  children,  exposed  by 
night  and  day  to  the  elements"  and  every  hardship  which  the 
terrible  word  "reconcentration"  implies.  Like  reports  come 
from  Batangas,  but  these  find  no  place  in  the  dispatches  from 
the  Philippine  Islands.  We  learn  the  facts  from  the  Manila 
press. 

Imagine  three  hundred  thousand  people  charged  with  no 
crime  taken  from  their  homes  anywhere  in  America  because  the 
government  wished  to  catch  a  gang  of  robbers.  Would  no  con- 
stitutional right  be  invaded  by  such  a  process?  What  a  mockery 
it  is  to  claim  that  the  Filipinos  are  secured  in  their  civil  rights 
when  such  barbarities  are  common.  Secretary  Taft  is  a  good 
lawyer.    Let  him  reconcile  these  facts  with  his  claim. 

My  figures  are  unofficial  because  no  official  figures  are  fur- 
nished. When  the  British  in  time  of  war  applied  reconcentra- 
tion in  South  Africa  a  blue  book  issued  every  month  informed 
the  British  people  how  in  any  camps  were  established,  where 
they  were,  how  many  men,  women  and  children  were  in  each, 
and  what  the  mortality  had  been  in  each  camp  and  in  each  class 
during  the  month.  No  similar  record  exists,  as  I  am  credibly 
informed,  of  what  we  have  done  in  the  Philippines,  but  if  it 
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exists  anywhere  it  has  never  been  disclosed  to  the  American 
people.     Our  leaders  have  not  dared  to  tell  us  the  truth. 

And  they  have  good  reason  to  fear.  The  truth  is  fatal  to 
their  cause.  What  is  reconceutration  ?  When  Spain  in  the 
midst  of  war  resorted  to  it  President  McKinley  said:  "It  was 
not  civilized  warfare,"  but  "  a  new  and  inhuman  phase  happily 
unprecedented  in  the  modern  history  of  civilized  Christian 
people."  By  a  curious  coincidence  he  is  speaking  of  its  appli- 
cation to  300,000  people,  just  the  number  who  suffered  by  it  in 
Albay  last  year,  and  he  concludes,  "It  was  extermination.  The 
only  peace  it  could  beget  was  that  of  the  wilderness  and  the 
grave,"  a  "'wilderness''  such  as  General  Smith  sought  to  make  of 
Samar.  The  people  of  the  United  States  were  roused  to  inter- 
fere, and  made  war  upon  Spain.  While  President  McKinley 
hesitated  to  adopt  this  remedy  for  cruelties  perpetrated  by  a 
Spanish  commander,  Theodore  Eoosevelt  said,  as  we  are  told: 

"The  steps  of  the  AVhite  House  are  slippery  with  the  blood  of 
the  reconcentrados." 

This  "civilized  Christian  people''  has  hastened  to  adopt  the 
barbarous  practice  which  in  1898  was  unprecedented.  It  has 
outdone  Spain  by  employing  it  in  times  of  reputed  peace,  and 
on  a  larger  scale  than  was  ever  known  in  Cuba.  The  exceptional 
cruelty  of  Spain  has  become  the  regular  practice  of  the  United 
States.  Did  the  blood  shed  in  Cuba  when  Weyler  was  in  com- 
mand stain  the  steps  of  the  White  House,  and  that  which  is  shed 
by  the  army  which  'Theodore  Roosevelt  commands  leave  no  spot 
on  his  own  threshold?  Let  him  reflect  that  race  murder  is 
worse  than  race  suicide.  When  the  President  has  abated  the 
evils  of  football,  over  which  he  has  only  the  influence  of  an 
eminenl  citizen,  perhaps  lie  will  find  time  to  check  the  barbar- 
ism of  men  over  whom  he  has  absolute  control. 

THE  CONSTABULARY. 

Charges  of  torture  inflicted  by  the  constabulary  to  extort 
testimony  with  names  and  circumstances  have  been  printed  in 
the  newspapers  of  Manila,  and  on  July  25th  last  I  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  President  calling  his  attention  to  these  charges  and  to 
the  accounts  of  reconcentration.  In  time  I  received  a  reply 
from  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  advising  me  that  my  letter 
would  be  sent  to  the  Philippine  Islands  for  investigation  and 
report,  and  that  I  should  be  informed  of  the  result.  Since  then 
I  have  heard  nothing,  and  I  cannot  say  more  than  that  torture 
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is  openlv  charged  and  that  tin-  prosecution  of  editor.-  for  libel 
in  printing  the  charges  has  been  in  progress  for  some  time. 
.Mr.  Leroy,  whom  J  have  already  quoted,  says  on  this  subject: 
"Of  all  the  departments  of  government  wherein  race  preju- 
dice is  exhibited  toward  the  Filipinos  and  the  Americans  em- 
ployed are  of  the  least  cultured  and  most  intolerant  sort,  the 
constabulary  is  by  far  the  worst.  Many  non-commissioned 
officers  of  the  regular  army,  of  scant  education,  poor  manners 
and  a  contempt  for  the  natives  imbibed  during  their  service  in 
the  army,  have  been  made  officers  of  the  Philippine  constabu- 
lary. Too  often  the  so-called  Filipino  officials  of  the  corps  are 
men  of  so  large  a  share  of  Spanish  blood,  former  non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  the  Spanish  insular  army  or  civil  guard,  that 
they  are  decidedly  hostile  to  the  Filipinos  and  are  hated  by  the 
people,  being  identified  with  the  Spanish  side  of  internal  strife 
in  the  past.  The  secret  police,  again,  is  largely  recruited  from 
men  who  turned  informers  in  behalf  first  of  Spain  and  then 
of  the  United  States,*  spies  upon  their  own  people;  this  fact  is 
in  itself  enough  to  disqualify  them  for  service  under  a  new 
civil  government,  but  they  are  in  addition,  in  a  very  consider- 
able proportion  of  cases,  disreputable  characters  of  the  worst 
sort,  who  keep  out  of  jail  only  by  serving  the  government. 
Many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  constabulary  rank  and  file  are  of 
the  same  class  of  informers,  spies  and  other  former  servants  of 
the  American  military  government  who  have  frequently  their 
private  vengeances  to  pay,  and  do  not  scruple  to  do  so  under 
the  cover  of  the  terror  which  their  uniform  inspires.  Worse 
yet,  the  hands  of  certain  of  the  Filipino  constabulary  subor- 
dinates do  not  seem  to  be  clean  of  torture  in  getting  and  array- 
ing witnesses  for  the  government  in  this  case.  The  charges, 
indeed,  go  to  the  extreme  of  instancing  one  case  of  murder 
committed  by  a  file  of  soldiers  after  seizing  a  humble  Filipino 
who  refused  to  testify  to  what  he  was  ordered  to  say,  as  is  so 
often  the  case  with  witnesses  on  both  sides  of  a  trial  in  the 
Philippines." 

He  condemns  the  government  for  the  prosecution  which  I 
have  just  mentioned,  saying,  "Worse  things  have  occurred  than 
this  paper  has  ever  printed." 

THE  COURTS  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES. 

He  criticises  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and 
hints  that  the  judiciary  has  not  been  free  from  executive  inter- 
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ference,  a  charge  which  is  sustained  by  evidence  from  private 
sources.  Certain  it  is  that  Secretary  Taft  felt  that  this  charge 
could  not  be  ignored,  for  in  a  speech  at  Manila  on  August  12th 
he  said: 

"It  is  said  that  the  trials  in  the  courts  of  first  instance  are 
too  much  a  matter  of  executive  regulation,  and  that  the  de- 
fendants do  not  receive  justice"  .  .  .  and  proceeds,  "Speaking 
of  my  persona]  and  intimate  acquaintance  derived  from  close 
investigation  I  am  able  to  say  that  I  think  no  case  can  be 
successfully  established  in  which  there  was  an  undue  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  executive.1'  This  is  a  careful 
statemenl  in  a  careful  speech.  No  case  can  be  proved  of  "undue 
i)iterfe7'ence."  "Who  shall  decide  what  is  "undue  interference"? 
Here  is  no  denial  that  there  was  interference  only  that  no 
interference  "undue"  in  the  Secretarv's  opinion  can  be  estab- 
lished.   Is  thi>  merely  from  lack  of  evidence? 

He  proceeds,  "that  there  is  under  the  present  system  an  op- 
portunitv  for  such  interference  cannot,  I  think,  he  denied," 
and  mi  una!  is  the  danger  that  lie  declares  himself  "strongly  in 
favor"  of  giving  the  President  alone  the  power  to  remove 
judges  and  then  only  for  cause,  and  of  giving  to  the  court  itself 
the  power  assigning  judges  to  particular  districts.  In  brief,  he 
would  take  from  the  Commission  power  over  the  judiciary,  and 
it  is  thus  reasonably  clear  that  he  thinks  it  unsafe  to  trust  them 
with  the  power  which  they  now  have. 

THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  FILIPINO  PEOPLE. 

Economic  conditions  are  very  bad,  as  is  abundantly  shown 
by  the  testimony  of  leading  planters  and  merchants,  who  from 
all  parts  of  the  Islands  attended  the  public  hearings  given  by 
the  visiting  Congressmen.  Let  me  give  you  examples.  A 
sugar  planter  of  Iloilo  says; 

"Our  situation  at  the  present  time  is,  therefore,  a  very  de- 
plorable one.  Seven  years  of  calamities,  with  a  war  and 
plagues,  failures  of  crops,  etc.,  have  reduced  us  to  a  state  of 
misery  to  such  an  extent  that  in  many  plantations  of  Negros  and 
Panay  the  cultivation  of  sugar  has  been  entirely  abandoned. 
Owing  to  the  low  price  secured  by  the  farmer  for  his  product 
during  the  past  few  years,  a  great  many  planters  have  been 
unable  to  meet  their  obligations  and  today  are  on  the  eve  of 
losing  their  property.  They  are  unable  to  get  credit  any 
longer.     There  arc  planters,  both  in  the  Island  of  Panay  and 
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in  that  of  Xegros,  who,  having  the  deeds  of  their  property  in 
their  hands,  apply  to  the  money  lenders  and  to  the  bankers  for 
a  loan,  offering  to  secure  the  loan  by  mortgaging  their  entire 
property,  and  are  unable  to  secure  even  sufficient  money  to 
attend  to  their  most  pressing  personal  wants." 

A  tobacco  planter  said: 

''There  has  never  been  as  severe  a  crisis  in  the  industry  in 
the  Philippine  Islands  as  that  which  at  present  prevails.  The 
Philippine  tobacco  industry  in  cigars  has  lost  the  markets  of 
England,  India  and  Australia  on  account  of  the  duties  imposed 
upon  that  article,  and  I  wish  to  give  these  figures  to  prove  my 
assertion.  These  figures  refer  to  the  exportation  of  manufac- 
tured tobacco.  In  the  year  1901  it  was  1,559,780  kilograms; 
in  1902,  1,063,069;  in  1903,  1,235,257; '  in  1904,  705,827; 
and  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  1905,  149,828;  and 
the  proof  of  the  decadence  of  the  industry  is  that  at  the  present 
day  we  have  but  ten  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  women  for- 
merly employed  in  our  factories  and  but  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
number  of  men." 

Mr.  Macleod,  in  behalf  of  the  Manila  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Ship  Owners  Association,  read  the  report  of  n  commit- 
tee, of  which  he  was  one.  Its  character  is  indicated  by  the 
following  passages: 

"The  country,  generally  speaking,  is  in  a  state  of  financial 
collapse.  The  agriculturists  and  merchants  are  passing  through 
the  worst  crisis  ever  known  in  the  annals  of  Philippine  history. 
A  series  of  calamities  has  contributed  to  bring  the  country  to 
this  deplorable  state." 

"Consequent  on  this  ruined  state,  the  farmers  have  had  to 
borrow  money  to  live  on,  money  to  plant  their  crops  and  culti- 
vate their  lands,  and  money  to  bring  their  harvests  to  market, 
so  that  almost  the  entire  agricultural  land  throughout  the 
Islands  is  mortgaged  for  more  than  its  full  value.  Where  the 
money  has  been  advanced  by  the  merchant  or  middleman  who 
buys  the  produce  the  rate  of  interest  has  been  eight  per  cent., 
which  is  considered  moderate  for  this  country,  but  where  the 
farmer  has  had  to  have  recourse  to  other  sources,  the  usurer 
has  taken  advantage  to  charge  anything  from  one  to  three  per 
cent,  per  month,  and  the  farmer  has  year  by  year  sunk  deeper 
into  the  mire. 

As  a  natural  sequence  to  the  ruined  state  of  the  farmers,  the 
merchants  and  middlemen  who  acted  as  bankers  have  lost  many 
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millions  by  bad  debts,  and  have  still  many  millions  outstanding 
of  doubtful  recovery.  This  has  naturally  turned  all  their  paper 
profits  into  real  and  actual  losses,  so  that,  generally  speaking, 
the  commercial  firms  are  a  great  deal  worse  off'  today  than  thev 
were  five  years  ago. 

Second.  Following  on  conditions  such  as  above  described, 
the  country  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  meet  a  tax  on  land 
already  burdened  by  debt.  The  people,  therefore,  naturally 
felt  very  sore  when  the  territorial  tax  was  imposed,  to  pay 
which  they  had  in  most  cases  to  raise  money  at  usuri  as  rates 
of  interest.  There  is  a  provision  in  the  law  governing  this  tax 
whereby  the  Government  may  order  the  sale  of  the  Land  for 
overdue  taxes,  and  Ave  are  under  the  belief  that  this  has  hap- 
pened in  several  cases  where  the  owners  were  unable  to  raise 
the  money.  We  are  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  imposition 
of  this  tax  and  mode  of  procedure  has  caused  and  is  causing 
much  of  the  distress  now  prevalent  throughout  the  Islaml-." 

"We  beg  to  draw  attention  to  the  necessity  of  revising  the 
present  internal  revenue  law.  The  tax  of  one  third  of  one  per 
cent,  on  snles  falls  unequally,  and  in  the  case  of  sales  <  f  native 
produce  there  is  a  clear  discrimination  against  the  middleman, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  useful  and  necessary  members  of  the 
mercantile  community  in  his  capacity  of  banker  and  agent  for 
the  producer. 

We  consider  the  present  taxation  to  be  excessive  io:  the  pro- 
ducing -power  of  the  Islands.  The  amount  raised  for  insular 
purposes  alone  is  estimated  at  23,000,000  pesos  for  the  present 
fiscal  year.  This  does  not  include  municipal  and  other  taxes 
which  we  have  not  been  able  to  estimate. 

Mr.  Macleod,  (interrupting  the  reading  of  the  report). 
While  we  all  appreciate  the  great  improvements  that  are 
going  to  be  brought  about  and  have  been  brought  about  by  the 
American  government,  and  the  policy  they  have  been  carrying 
out,  the  increase  in  the  budget  from  what  it  was  in  Spanish 
times— from  13,000,000  pesos  to  approximately  30,000,000 
pesos — has  been  too  high ;   the  country  is  not  able  to  support  it. 

Senator  Foster.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  aggregate  of 
taxation  has  raised  from  13,000,000  pesos  to  approximately 
30,000,000  pesos? 

Mr.  Macleod.  Yes;  the  Spanish  budget  of  1804-9:.,  which 
was  the  highest  ever  known  in  normal  times,  was  13,579,900 
pesos.         ' 
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Kepresentative  Hepburn.  Did  that  include  all  of  the  exac- 
tions levied  by  the  Spanish  Government  upon  the  people? 

Air.  Macleod.    Yes;    I  will  give  you  a  list  of  them." 

"Third.  Following  the  ruined  state  of  the  country  and  the 
present  heavy  taxation,  it  would  be  the  last  straw  on  the  camel's 
back  if  the  law  known  as  the  Frye  bill  were  allowed  to  go  into 
effect  on  the  1st  of  July,  1906.  If  the  carrying  trade  between 
here  and  the  United  States  be  limited  to  American  bottoms  it 
simply  means  that  the  price  of  hemp  will1  go  down  $1  per  bale 
for  every  dollar  that  freight  goes  up.  It  means  that  our  sugar, 
already  handicapped  by  being  so  far  away  from  the  principal 
consuming  markets,  will  certainly  not  go  to  the  United  States; 
and  it  means  the  death  stroke  to  the  importation  of  American 
goods  into  these  Islands." 

This  is  certainly  a  pleasant  picture  of  the  results  which 
American  rule  has  produced  in  the  Philippines.  Truly  it  has 
been  a  most  "benevolent  assimilation."  Have  we  a  divine  mis- 
sion to  establish  bad  government  in  the  Philippines? 

It  is  of  the  internal  revenue  tax  that  Prof.  Paul  S.  Reinsch 
says,  "Outside  of  Italy  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  system  of 
taxation  that  so  efficiently  scours  the  whole  field  of  business. 
The  merchants  and  professional  men  of  a  country  like  the 
United  States  would  look  upon  it  as  a  most  unbearable  burden." 
Yet  Secretary  Taft  in  a  speech  at  Manila  on  August  8th,  as 
reported  in  a  dispatch  published  in  the  Boston  Transcript,  al- 
luding to  this  tax,  said  that  "people  refusing  just  taxation  were 
unfitted  for  self-government."  Has  the  Secretary  forgotten  the 
causes  of  the  American  Revolution,  or  does  he  think  that  the 
question  whether  a  tax  is  just  is  settled  bv  the  opinion  of  the 
men  who  impose  it? 

When  I  contemplate  the  miserable  condition  to  which  in 
seven  years  we  have  reduced  the  Filipino  people,  and  contrast 
it  with  the  prophecies  of  glory,  wealth  and  power  with  which 
our  leaders  sought  to  still  the  public  conscience  when  this  be- 
trayal of  liberty  was  proposed,  I  am  reminded  of  Mr.  Emerson's 
comparison  between  the  man-way  and  the  God-way  of  attack- 
ing slavery. 

"The  man-way  of  voluntary  co-operation  by  parties,  by  leg- 
islation, by  compromise,  by  treaty,"  is,  he  says,  "inefficient," 
and  he  points  out  the  causes  of  the  failure.    Then  he  proceeds: 

"But  the  friction  or  judgment  of  God.     There  is  strangely 
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enough  another  element  which  does  not  prove  so  friendly  to 
slavery  as  the  Whig  or  line  gentleman  party,  and  that  is  an 
unexpected  hitch  in  the  working  of  the  thing.  There's  always 
something  wrong  in  the  machinery,  it  is  out  of  gear 

with  everything  for  it,  it  does  not  seem  to  get  on." 

THE   CAUSES  OF  OUR  FAILURE. 

Why  should  our  experiment  succeed?  If  I  may  burrow  the 
words  which  President  Koosevelt  aimed  at  us,  the  Administra- 
tion has  been  guilty  of  "well  meant  but  silly  persistency  in 
trying  to  apply  to  people  unfitted  for  them  these  theories  of 
government  and  of  national  action  which  are  only  suited  for" 
Englishmen  and  Yankees.  In  a  word,  we  have  been  trying 
to  turn  Filipino-  into  Yankee-,  palm  trees  into  pines,  by  force. 
1  agree  that  it  is  hopelessly  foolish. 

We  have  argued  that  it  was  wrong  morally  and  politically, 
that  it  was  ruinous  to  the  Filipinos  and  demoralizing  to  us,  that 
it  was  economically  disastrous.  Let  me  now  ask  an  intelligent 
people  whether  on  the  whole  anything  could  be  more  stupid 
than  our  whole  course  since  we  landed  on  these  Islands. 

The  Filipinos  welcomed  us  with  open  arms.  There  is  a 
pathos  now  in  this  announcement  of  our  coming.  "( !ompa1  riot-. 
Divine  Providence  i-  about  to  place  independence  within  our 

reach There  where  you  see  the  American  flag 

flying  assemble  in  number-.     They  are  our  deliverers." 

As  our  allies  they  helped  us  to  expel  the  Spaniards,  and  they 
were  full  of  affection  and  gratitude  to  us.  We  could  easily  have 
led  them  up.  They  would  have  accorded  gladly  every  privilege 
we  could  have  asked. 

We  elected  to  conquer,  not  to  save.  Our  commanders  were 
soon  told  to  be  on  their  guard,  and  to  say  nothing  to  commit 
us.  When  the  fate  of  the  Islands  was  uncertain  we  would  not 
consull  the  friendly  people.  In  vain  they  sent  envoys  to  Wash- 
ington, in  vain  they  sought  admission  to  the  chamber  where 
the  treat v  of  Paris  was  made.  They  were  treated  not  as  men 
entitled  to  be  consulted  about  their  own  dearest  interests,  but  as 
children  to  be  ignored,  amused  and  deceived.  We  repelled  their 
love  and  betrayed  their  confidence.  Whatever  our  object,  was 
not  this  policy  stupid? 

Before  the  treaty  was  ratified  President  McKinley  by  proc- 
lamation made  known  to  the  Filipinos  our  purpose  to  take  their 
country,  a  proclamation  so  certain  to  provoke  resistance  that 
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the  general  in  command,  a  soldier  not  a  statesman,  was  un- 
willing to  publish  it,  and  changed  its  terms.  Consultation  not 
merely  with  the  Filipinos,  but  with  our  own  representatives, 
a  little  patience,  a  little  consideration,  would  have  made  this 
blow-  to  a  trusting  people  less  brutal!     "Was  not  this  stupid? 

There  followed  two  years  and  a  half  of  war,  cxtenninating 
war,  with  destruction  of  life,  of  towns,  of  crops,  of  animals, 
with  reconcentration,  "water  cure,"  torture,  and  the  <lra- Tic- 
measures  of  Smith,  Bell  and  their  associates.  It  was  not  civil- 
ized warfare,  few  prisoners  were  taken,  few  wounded  men  were 
left  after  a  battle.  Xo  negotiations  for  peace  were  entertained. 
The  onlv  terms  were  unconditional  submission,  the  methods  of 
securing  this,  which  were  employed  by  this  Christian  and  en- 
lightened nation  wTere  most  terrible.  Desiring  to  make  the 
Filipinos  loyal  subjects,  we  tried  in  such  wrays  to  win  their, 
affection.     Was  not  this  brutally  stupid? 

Then  we  establish  civil  government.  What  was  its  charac- 
ter? A  recent  writer  on  Russia,  thoroughly  familiar  with  his 
subject,  thus  describes  the  government  which  is  now  falling  in 
ruins : 

"Arbitrariness  is  the  sole  dependable  characteristic  of  the 
legislative  and  judicial  systems;  and  this  arises  not  so  much 
from  a  double  dose  of  original  sin  in  the  personnel  of  the  admin- 
istration, as  from  the  absence  of  any  real  responsibility  and  of 
any'  of  the  guarantees  enjoyed  in  other  countries,  firstly, 
through  a  constitution  based  upon  personal  rights,  secondly, 
through  a  representative  element  in  the  legislature,  and  thirdly, 
through  free  criticism  by  the  press,  public  meetings  and  organ- 
ized associations."  Ffe  adds  the  lack  of  "an  independent  judica- 
ture," and  well  says  that  the  evils  which  exist  in  Russia  are 
inherent  in  the  system,  and  "would  exist  if  the  Tsar  and  his 
ministers  were  angels." 

This  is  the  exact  government  which  we  have  established  in 
the  Philinpines.  There  also  is  no  "real  responsibility,"  "no 
constitution"  of  any  kind,  no  "representative  element  in  the 
legislature,"  no  "independent  judicature."  The  two  American 
editors,  who  without  a  jury  trial  were  sent  to  prison  for  libel, 
could  have  much  to  say  about  the  freedom  of  the  press.  The 
Commission  is  legislative  and  executive,  and  the  essence  of  the 
system  is  "arbitrariness."  Is  it  not  stupid  for  us  to  make  a  new 
Russian  despotism  in  the  Philippines  just  as  the .  original  is 
shattered  in  Russia !    Under  such  a  system  good  government  is 
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impossible  anywhere.  To  criticise  its  results  is  not  to  reflect 
on  those  who  administer  it.  The  result  would  be  the  same  if 
the  Commissioners  "were  angels."  The  system  is  radically 
wrong. 

Whom  do  we  select  to  administer  this  system?  As  a  people 
we  recognize  fully  the  necessity  of  education.  To  be  a  lawyer, 
a  minister,  a  doctor,  a  plumber,  a  carpenter,  a  railroad  manager, 
a  manufacturer,  a  man  must  be  trained  for  years.  He  cannot 
build  a  house,  try  a  case,  run  a  mill  or  even  an  engine  without 
training.  For  the  far  more  difficult  task  of  governing  men, 
foreigners,  whose  history,  whose  traditions,  whose  ideals,  whose 
natures,  are  different  from  ours,  we  think  that  no  training  is 
necessary.  We  take  a  judge  from  the  trial  of  law  suits,  a  lawyer 
from  his  office,  a  naturalist  from  his  study,  a  professor  from  his 
chair,  any  able  man  no  matter  what  his  work,  and  s^nd  him 
without  previous  experience,  with  no  knowledge  of  country  or 
people,  with  not  even  the  ability  to  understand  their  language, 
and  put  him  in  immediate  control  of  a  nation.  The  difference 
between  Americans  and  Filipinos  is  the  whole  argument  of  our 
opponents.  Upon  that  they  rest  their  case,  and  yet  they  cannot 
see  that  men  should  be  trained  to  understand  what  this  differ- 
ence is  before  they  are  sent  to  govern. 

Suppose  five  New  York  men  were  sent  to  govern  Massachu- 
setts. Should  we  not  find  them  ignorant  of  our  reeds,  our 
demands,  out  methods?  Massachusetts  and  New  York  are 
inhabited  by  almost  the  same  people,  only  an  imaginary  line 
divides  them.  Yet  slight  as  (lie  difference  is  we  ourselves  know 
how  true  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Adams,  "New  York  politics 
always  were  the  Devil's  own  incomprehensible."  For  the  most 
difficult  political  work  that  exists  we  select  men  wholly  without 
experience  or  training.  We  retain  them  there  a  few  years  and 
then  change  them,  so  that  Ave  keep  our  governors  untrained,  and 
the  government  is  bad.  Are  we  not  stupid  to  expect  anything 
else?  Tf  any  of  our  commissioners  were  called  upon  to  set  a  leg, 
or  repair  a  watch  we  should  expect  them  to  fail  because  they  had 
never  learned  how.  Yret  the  government  of  an  alien  race  is  far 
more  difficult  than  either.  Can  we  be  surprised  that  the  Porto 
Ricans  object  "when  public  officials  unacquainted  with  the 
language,  the  customs,  and  the  needs  of  this  country  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  their  arrival  take  their  se-its  in  the 
Executive  Council  and  decide  by  their  votes  complicated  ques- 
tions?" 
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Add  to  this  that  the  men  whom  wc  send  out  to  govern  these 
dependencies,  and  their  compatriots  who  are  in  the  Islands, 
regard  the  natives  as  inferior,  do  not  believe  them,  do  not  trust 
them,  too  often  speak  of  them  as  "niggers"  or  with  like  terms  of 
contempt,  and  tell  me  how  it  is  possible  that  we  should  make 
our  subiects  contented.  The  governor  who  misunderstands  and 
despises  the  people  whom  he  governs,  who  does  not  believe  their 
statements,  who  has  no  liking  for  or  sympathy  with  them,  can- 
not succeed,  whether  that  governor  is  parent,  teacher,  general, 
or  commissioner  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Is  it  surprising  that 
race  preiudice  is  daily  growing  more  acute  in  these  Islands,  and 
that  the  Americans  and  natives'  are  drifting  farther  and  farther 
apart? 

We  sav  that  we  are  fitting  this  people  for  independence,  but 
we  forbid  them  to  speak  or  think  of  it.  We  tell  them  that  gen- 
erations must  pass  before  they  will  be  ripe  for  it.  We  say  to 
men  in  their  own  country,  whose  rights  are  equal  to  our  own, 
who  feel  their  manhood,  who  know  that  they  are  able  to  govern 
themselves  and  to  remedy  the  evils  which  afflict  their  country, 
"Xo  matter  what  you  think,  we  alone  are  fit  to  judge  of  your 
ability.  Meanwhile  you  shall  have  no  voice  in  your  govern- 
ment save  what  we  choose  to  give  you." 

The  President  well  said  in  his  letter  to  the  Negro  Business 
Men's  Convention  in  New  York,  "It  is  as  true  of  a  race  as  of  an 
individual  that  while  outsiders  can  help  to  a  certain  degiee,  yet 
the  real  help  must  come  in  the  shape  of  self-help.  Men  learn  to 
be  independent  by  being  independent — by  their  own  mistakes. 
Centuries  of  English  rule  in  India  have  carried  the  Indians 
father  from  self-government.  The  President's  statement  is 
sound.  No  one  can  read  history  and  doubt  it.  Why  aie  we  not 
wise  enough  to  recognize  the  truth  and  act  upon  it? 

We  teach  the  Filipinos  English,  the  language  of  freedom. 
We  open  to  them  the  history  of  our  Revolution,  our  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  We  teach  them  to  read  in  the  speeches 
of  Lincoln,  "No  man  is  good  enough  to  govern  another  without 
that  other's  consent,"  and  we  expect  them  to  be  our  contented 
subjects  for  generations,  kissing  the  rod  that  smites  them,  enjoy- 
ing the  contempt  which  is  heaped  upon  them,  loving  to  be 
treated  as  an  inferior  people.  How  strange  an  expectation.  I 
read  in  the  Transcript,  the  other  night,  in  an  article  on  Eussia 
this  sentence: 
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"If  the  object  of  Russia  has  been  to  make  a  discontented 
people  desperate,  the  methods  have  been  well  adapted  to  that 
end.  Everything  that  could  anger,  everything  that  could  hu- 
miliate, everything  that  worried  the  sensibilities  of  a  popula- 
tion has  been  done." 

Strange  that  our  people  should  see  so  clearly  what  is  wrong- 
in  Russia  and  not  see  that  in  the  Philippines  we  are  doing  the 
same  things. 

But  we  are  giving  them  education  and  public  improvements. 
Let  us  state  this  more  accurately.  We  select  teachers  raid  make 
the  Filipinos  pay  them  to  teach  what  we  choose.  We  decide 
what  improvements  are  needed,  and  we  make  the  Filipinos  pay 
for  them.  Our  system  is  most  expensive.  Our  officers  are  paid 
large  salaries,  and  the  impoverished  Islanders  cannot  afford 
to  pay  them.  We  are  like  the  rich  man  who  tells  his  poor 
neighbor  that  he  ought  to  have  a  larger  house,  better  furniture 
newer  clothes,  horses  and  carriages  and  forthwith  orders  them, 
but  has  them  charged  to  his  neighbor  without  consulting  him 
as  to  how  these  bills  are  to  be  met.  It  is  a  form  of  charity  easy 
to  the  soi-disant  benefactor,  but  ruinous  to  the  unhappy  neigh- 
bor who  is  compelled  to  sell  his  home  in  order  to  pay  for  these 
luxuries,  and  who  would  rather  live  in  rags  than  die  in  shining 
raiment.  If  we  insist  upon  teaching  our  subjects  English  we  at 
least  should  pay  the  bill,  but  our  benevolence  is  tinctured  with 
thrift. 

The  American  people  prides  itself  on  being  intelligent  and 
sensible.  How  long  will  it  persist  in  a  policy  which  is  so  obvi- 
ously fatuous?  How  long  will  it  force  upon  the  unwilling 
Filipinos  a  government  which  has  almost  ruined  their  Islands, 
and  which  has  cost  us  enormously  both  in  money  and  reputa- 
tion. We  have  succeeded  only  at  frightful  expense  in  proving 
that  the  historian  Freeman  was  right  when  he  said,  "If  there 
be  one  lesson  which  history  clearly  teaches  it  is  this,  that  free 
nations  cannot  govern  subject  provinces."  Why  not  karn  this 
lesson  ourselves? 

THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  ARE  WAKING  UP. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  people  are  waking  up  to  the  facts. 
Xo  longer  do  we  hear  of  the  wealth  and  glory  which  these 
Islands  will  bring  us,  no  longer  do  we  hear  of  duty  and  destiny. 
The  burden  has  become  heavy  and  we  are  weary  of  it.  This  is 
becoming  every  day  more  apparent.     In  April  last  Rear  Ad- 
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miral  Melville,  in  addressing  the  American  Academy  cf  Polit- 
ical Science,  said: 

''The  first  inheritance  that  was  thrust  upon  us  by  some  evil 
genius  was  the  Philippine  Archipelago.  Those  Islands  have 
been  a  tax  upon  the  resources  of  every  nation  that  ever  pos- 
sessed them,"  and  concluded,  "It  will  subserve  our  financial, 
naval,  commercial  and  national  interests  to  recognize  the  fact 
that  there  should  be  no  hesitancy  to  give  up  distant  foreign 
possessions  which  we  could  not  hold  in  time  of  war  against  any 
possible  enemy." 

The  "Divine  Providence"  of  1898  has  become  "some  evil 
genius"  in  1905. 

The  Washington  Post,  speaking  under  the  shadow  of  the 
White  House,  says:  "So  long  as  opposition  could  be  urged 
against  the  Philippine  feature  of  the  Paris  treaty  it  was  in  all 
respects  honorable.  We  believe  that  more  than  nine-tenths  of 
the  American  people  greatly  regret  that  failure  of  opposition 
to  defeat  the  consummation  of  that  unfortunate  compact." 

The  Boston  Watchman  last  summer  said: 

"Those  who  opposed  the  retention  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
were  vilified  with  malignity,  but  there  is  no  well-informed  per- 
son in  the  United  States  at  the  present  time,  official  or  private, 
who  does  not  realize  that  the  retention  of  anything  mere  than 

a  port  or  ports  in  the  Islands  was  a  mistake They 

are  poorer  and  more  demoralized  than  under  Spanish  rule. 

.  We  may  be  obliged  to  come  to  the  Dutch  plan  in 
Java  and  hold  a  few  of  the  chief  ports  for  trade,  and  leave  the 
rest  of  the  people  to  themselves." 

The  Peoria  Star  says: 

"The  truth  of  the  matter  is  the  mixed  population  of  the 
Philippines  cannot  be  assimilated  with  European  ideas  in  one 
generation,  probably  not  in  ten.  The  sentiment  of  nationality 
will  alwavs  induce  them  to  resent  the  government  by  an  alien 
race.  As  fast  as  we  teach  them  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  just 
so  fast  we  transplant  in  them  a  desire  for  independence.  They 
are  already  asking  ugly  questions  in  this  very  particular,  and 
when  we  take  our  school  books  and  teach  them  that  all  men  are 
created  free  and  equal  and  are  entitled  to  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,  each  in  his  own  wav,  and  that  government 
must  rest  unon  the  consent  of  the  governed,  we  are  frying  in 
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the  face  of  the  constabulary,  the  militia  arid  the  methods  of 
benevolent  assimilation  that  we  are  using. 

There  seems  to  be  no  other  good  way  of  accomplishing  the 
result  we  are  aiming  at  than  to  turn  the  whole  thing  over  to 
Japan,  where  the  government  takes  the  problem  of  dealing 
with  these  mixed  peoples  and  are  on  the  spot  and  able  to  do. 
Of  course,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  flub-dub  about  never  hauling 
down  the  flag  after  it  has  once  been  erected,  and  standing  by 
our  colors,  and  the  moral  duty  which  we  owe  to  these  heathens 
to  bring  them  under  the  blessings  of  a  Christian  government, 
and  the  benefits  we  are  confering  upon  them  in  the  way  of  edu- 
cation and  all  that,  but  the  fact  of  it  is  we  have  a  very  ugly 
problem  on  our  hands,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  plain  horse  sense  to 
rid  ourselves  of  it  as  soon  as  possible  and  as  fast  as  we  can." 

"Dutv  and  destiny"  have  become  "flub-dub."     Think  of  it! 

The  Minneapolis  Tribune  say-: 

"The  Philippines  have  been  a  burden  of  expense  io  us  since 
they  drooped  in  our  lap.  They  will  continue  to  be  so  for  many 
years,  perhaps  forever.  We  bear  the  burden  without  much 
complaining,  because  it  must  be  carried  by  somebody,  and 
probablv  no  one  else  would  take  it  who  is  even  as  fit  as  we  are. 
If  any  nation  wise  and  experienced  in  tropical  colonization 
would  take  the  Philippines  off  our  hands  with  proper  compen- 
sations and  guarantees,  we  should  probably  be  the  most  de- 
lighted people  on  earth,  though  we  should  fight  to  the  last 
breath  against  forcible  seizure  of  them.  We  are  beginnig  to 
realize  that  we  are  none  too  fit  for  the  job  of  governing  these 
queer  people." 

The  Boston  Herald  says: 

"It  is  true,  we  suppose,  that  the  Philippine  question  has 
become  a  tiresome  one  to  most  Americans.  The  days  when  it 
was  a  simple  affair  of  a  glorious  expansion  of  the  dominion  of 
the  United  States  and  hailed  as  the  assurance  of  our  arrival  at 
the  condition  of  a  world  power  were  soon  over.  Then  came  the 
days  when  the  acquisition  of  the  archipelago  in  the  Pacific  was 
gloated  over  as  an  opening  to  boundless  wealth.  .  .  .  This 
was  the  prospect,  operating  in  connection  with  military  jingo- 
ism, that  made  the  country  consent  to  the  horrors  of  the  period 
of  subj ligation,  demoralizing  to  our  army  and  decimating  the 
population  of  the  distant  possessions.  ...  A  war  begun 
with  the  declaration  that  it  was  purely  humanitarian  and  that 
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the  acquisition  of  territory  by  means  of  it  would  be  ''criminal 
aggression,"  ended  by  a  vast  acquisition  of  territory  without  the 
consent  of  its  inhabitants,  for  which  we  paid  a  bonus  of 
$20,000,000  to  the  government  that  we  called  their  oppressors, 
although  in  the  400  years  of  its  sway  it  had  never  punished  or 
humiliated  them  more  cruelly  than  we  have  done.  The  good 
bargain  our  commissioners  made  included  not  only  the  paltry 
$20,000,000  paid  to  Spain.  It  included  in  the  sequel  the 
$500,000,000,  probably  more,  that  has  been  spent  in  thwarting 
the  Eilininos'  aspirations  for  independence,  and  included  also 
the  wrench  to  and  perversion  of  the  historic  charters  and  ideals 
of  our  own  national  life. 

"It  was  a  fearful  price,  and  what  have  we  got  for  it?  A  con- 
quered, discontented,  impoverished  8,000,000  of  alien  people, 
some  of  them  still  fighting  against  us  and  beins:  sb  lightered 
like  grouse  for  the  security  of  our  dominion.  All  this  we  have 
done  and  are  doing  in  a  holy  zeal  to  bestow  on  them  the  bless- 
ings of  a  form  of  partial  self-government  lacking  tha  essential 
substance,  and  the  blessings  of  American  civilizatioL,  which 
they  Drefer  to  understand  and  adopt  by  their  own  study,  in 
their  own  time  and  through  a  natural,  unenforced  development 
of  their  discretion.  Meanwhile  it  has  been  proved  that  their 
country  is  not  adapted  to  settlement  by  our  citizens,  and  that 
our  government  of  them  is  one  of  crushing  extravagance  as  well 
as  of  arbitrary  and  uncongenial  force.  The  Philippines  today 
are  not  as  prosperous  nor  as  hopeful  as  they  were  under  the 
sovereignty  of  Spain.  Their  trade  with  us,  outside  of  the  re- 
quirements of  the  American  military  and  civil  establishments 
maintained  there,  shows  no  important  and  useful  increase. 
We  strangle  their  commerce  by  our  tariff  exactions  and 
smother  their  industry  by  an  enormous  taxation." 

Senator  Dubois,  of  Idaho,  on  his  way  home  after  returning 
from  the  Philippines  with  the  Taft  party,  said:  "My  candid 
judgment  is  that  there  was  not  more  than  one  member  of  the 
entire  party  who  was  not  sorry  that  we  own  the  Philippine 
Islands.  The  exception  was  Secretary  Taft  himself.  I  believe 
that  he  conscientiously  entertains  the  view  that  the  Islands 
were  placed  in  our  hands  by  Providence,  and  our  occupation 
and  control  of  them  are  for  providential  reasons. 

"They  are  going  to  be  a  source  of  very  serious  trouble  to  us. 
The  Filipinos  hate  us;    the  two  peoples  are  growing  farther 
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apart  every  day.  In  my  judgment  the  Filipino  fears  our  sol- 
diers at  the  same  time  that  he  is  nursing  his  hatred.  Our  edu- 
cation is  calculated  to  equip  them  to  hate  us  more  than  they 
fear  us,  and  some  dav  they  will  again  begin  to  shoot  our  sol- 
diers." 

The  Minneapolis  Tribune,  an  imperialist  paper,  is  also  pen- 
itent: 

"There  is  an  argument  against  political  expansion  in  the 
comparative  history  of  the  tropical  countries  annexed  to  the 
United  States  and  those  brought  under  its  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial dominion,  while  left  to  govern  themselves. 

"There  is  no  more  striking  contrast  than  that  between  the 
prosperity  of  Cuba  and  the  distress  of  Porto  Rico,  between  the 
nourishing  industries  and  commerce  of  Mexico  and  the  stagna- 
tion and  famine  of  the  Philippines.  We  have  given  the  Phil- 
ippines a  mild  and  stable  government  instead  of  revolutionary 
anarchy  like  that  with  which  Mexico  struggled  for  half  a  cen- 
tury. But  few  hope  that  our  government  will  ever  be  able  to 
give  the  Philippines  such  prosperity  as  independent  American 
capital  and  enterprise,  has  given  to  Mexico  under  the  stable 
government  finally  worked  out  by  the  efforts  of  her  own  people. 
"A  far  larger  proportion  of  American  capital  is  invested  in 
Mexico  than  in  any  tropical  American  possession.  Nearly  sixty 
per  cent,  of  Mexico's  trade  is  ours,  and  the  proportion  has  more 
than  doubled  in  ten  years.  Under  the  stimulus  of  the  gold 
standard  Mexico's  trade  is  rapidly  increasing  and  nearly  all  the 
increment  comes  to  us.  American  capital  prefers  Mexico  to 
the  Philippines  because  it  is  free  there  from  restrictions  im- 
posed by  ill-advised  American  laws.  Had  the  Filipinos  been 
left  to  establish  a  republic,  it  is  probable  that  it  would  have 
been  more  hospitable  to  American  investments  than  the  gov- 
ernment we  gave  them  has  been. 

"The  case  is  even  plainer  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  The 
marvelous  prosperity  of  Cuban  industry  and  trade  is  due  di- 
rectly to  American  capital  and  enterprise,  invited  and  encour- 
aged by  the  government  of  the  republic.  The  distress  and 
depression  of  Porto  Rico  are  just  as  plainly  due  to  acts  of 
American  legislation  that  have  repelled  American  capital  and 
enterprise  and  left  the  unfortunate  island  without  railroads  or 
manufactures,  energetic  agriculture  or  employment  for  its 
people. 
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"Clearly  the  American  government  does  not  know  muck 
about  administering  colonial  dependencies.  For  our  credit  and 
tkeir  comfort  it  is  well  tkat  we  kave  no  more  of  tkem." 

Tke  bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  is  very  candid. 

"In  fact,  apart  from  tke  stimulus  of  patriotism- — -which  is 
not  to  be  accounted  a  very  active  force  in  things  commercial — 
and  the  demand  created  in  the  Islands  for  American  goods  by 
the  presence  of  army  and  civil  employees  of  the  government, 
the  presence  of  the  flag  has  thus  far  brought  no  special  advan- 
tage to  the  American  exporter,  and  such  development  of  trade 
as  he  has  effected  in  the  Islands  is  more  justly  to  be  measured  by 
the  terms  of  trade  expansion  in  a  foreign  country  than  under 
the  glamor  associated  with  the  flag." 

Bishop  Brent  praises  Japan's  government  of  Formosa,  "both 
in  its  moral  flavor  and  in  considerateness  for  and  understanding 
of  tke  people  of  tke  island"  as  "tke  most  advanced  of  all" 
eastern  colonial  governments  and  accounts  for  it  thus:  "But 
tkere  you  kave  orientals  dealing  witk  orientals,"  a  confession 
tkat  Asiatics  can  govern  Asiatics  better  tkan  Anglo-Saxons  can. 

Even  in  Soutk  Africa  we  are  told  tkat  tke  mine  owners  find 
tke  government  of  England  more  expensive  tkan  tke  Boer 
government,  wkick  it  cost  England  so  muck  to  destroy. 

Last  and  most  surprising  comes  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott  rejoicing 
over  tke  late  treaty  between  England  and  Japan  on  tke  ground 
tkat  "Tke  East  is  to  be  no  more  tke  foraging  ground  of  tke 
West,  to  be  divided  up  and  disposed  of  witkout  taking  into 
account  tke  rigkts  or  wiskes  of  its  people,"  wkick  sounds  muck 
more  like  tke  Dr.  Abbott  wkom  we  used  to  know  tkan  tke 
lecturer  wko  considered  tke  "barbarian  dog"  a  usurper  in  kis 
own  kouse,  if  "tke  Anglo-Saxon  ox"  wisked  to  treat  it  as  a  crib. 
Saul  skows  at  least  a  tendency  to  join  tke  propkets.  "When  ke 
is  off  kis  guard  ke  reverts  to  tke  trutks  ke  used  to  preach. 
Tkese  are  very  significant  straws.  "A  fault  confessed  is  kalf 
redressed."  Our  people  are  anxious  to  skift  tkis  lately  coveted 
"wkite  man's  burden"  to  yellow  or  brown  skoulders,  and  if  tkis 
skift  is  to  be  made,  upon  wbat  skoulders  can  tke  burden  of  tke 
Pkilippines  be  placed  so  properly  as  upon  tke  skoulders  wkere 
tke  Almighty  placed  it,  upon  their  own?  "Who  can  understand 
their  needs  so  well? 

WHY  NOT  CORRECT  OUR  MISTAKE? 

If  it  was,  as  these  writers  admit,  a  mistake  to  take  the  Islands, 
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why  not  undo  it?  If  we  had  not  taken  them  their  inhabitants 
would  have  formed  their  own  government.  Spain  had  been 
expelled  and  if  we  had  sailed  away  they  must  have  governed 
themselves,  as  indeed  they  were  doing  until  we  overthrew  their 
government.  "Why  should  we  not  do  now  what  wo  ought  to 
have  done  then? 

It  cannot  be  claimed  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  now  what  we 
could  have  done  then.  To  say  that  is  to  admit  that  till  now, 
so  far  from  fitting  them  to  be  independent  we  have  unfitted 
them;  that  our  seven  years  have  been  worse  than  wasted.  If 
this  be  so  the  sooner  we  stop  the  process  of  unfitting  them  thd 
better.  If  the  imperialist  is  right  they  are  at  leasb  as  fit  now 
as  they  were  then  to  govern  themselves. 

Let  us  have  the  courage  to  admit  our  mistake  and  undo  it. 
An  agreement  with  foreign  powers  easily  made  will  secure  them 
against  foreign  aggression,  as  Switzerland  is  secured.  The 
method  which  we  adopted  in  Cuba  has  proved  successful.  Why 
not  follow  a  good  precedent  and  not  perpetuate  a  costly  blunder 
ruinous  to  the  Filipinos  and  demoralizing  as  well  as  expensive 
to  us?    We  can  if  we  will. 

INVESTMENT  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES  IS  UNSAFE. 

Meanwhile  let  no  American  invest  his  money  in  Philippine 
enterprises  because  he  believes  that  America  will  persist  in  a 
policy  of  injustice  merely  to  protect  his  miserable  dollars.  No 
American,  in  office  or  out,  can  give  any  pledge  which  will  bind 
the  American  people  to  hold  these  Islands  for  any  length  of 
time.  He  who  invests  does  so  at  his  peril,  and  must  understand 
distinctly  that  at  no  distant  day  the  conscience  of  his  country 
will  assert  itself  and  will  not  hold  millions  of  men  in  subjec- 
tion that  a  few  Americans  may  profit.  The  millions  invested 
in  slaves  did  not  save  slavery,  and  ere  long  we  shall  again  ask 
in  the  burning  words  of  Whittier: 

"Is  the  dollar  only  real?    God  and  truth  and  right  a  dream? 
Weighed  against  yonr  lying  ledgers  must  our  manhood  kick 
the  beam?" 

And  be  sure  that  our  answer  will  be  a  "No"  as  emphatic  as  the 
answer  which  we  gave  the  same  question  in  1863. 

How  long  must  the  Filipinos  and  our  own  countrymen  alike 
suffer  from  our  pride  and  obstinacy? 

The  dawn  of  freedom  for  the  Philippine?  is  breaking.    Have 

49 


patience  and  courage.  We  shall  yet  live  to  see  tlie  full  day. 
This  great  nation  will  yet  be  more  proud  of  having  done  an 
act  of  iustice  to  their  weaker  brothers  than  if  all  the  fabled 
wealth  of  the  Orient  were  won  by  "criminal  aggression." 


RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Prof.  Homer  B. 
Sprague  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Anti-Imperialist  League,  representing  its 
constantly  increasing  membership  and  a  growing  sentiment 
throughout  the  nation  which  is  unmistakable,  pledges  itself 
anew  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Constitution  and  to  the  principles 
of  the  Republic,  which  was  founded  as  a  protest  against  colonial- 
ism and  against  taxation  without  representation. 

The  League  purposes  to  carry  on  without  cessation  as  far 
as  its  means  allow  its  work  of  agitation  and  of  education.  It  is 
generally  recognized  even  by  those  who  are  wanting  in  respect 
for  the  Constitution  and  the  traditions  of  the  country  that 
ignorance  and  indifference  about  foreign  "dependencies"  which 
are  so  likely  to  supervene  in  a  busy,  prosperous  and  remote 
sovereign  democracy,  are  inevitable  sources  of  tyranny,  cruelty 
and  corruption  in  their  administration.  The  Anti-Imperialist 
League  therefore  may  expect  unanimous  support  in  its  con- 
tinued efforts  to  disseminate  the  truth  about  the  state  of  things 
in  the  "possessions,"  while  it  is  earnestly  believed  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  as  to  the  conditions,  the  aspirations  and 
the  capabilities  of  the  Filipino  people  will  soon  create  an  irre- 
sistible opinion  that  a  speedy  declaration  should  be  made  by  the 
Congress,  promising  independence  to  them  at  a  proximate  date. 
This  promise,  and  this  promise  alone,  will  produce  harmony  and 
peace  in  the  archipelago  and  bring  about  a  speedy  settlement 
of  the  complicated  questions,  political,  social,  commercial  and 
religious,  which  have  grown  more  and  more  burdensome  and 
perplexing  with  the  continued  occupation  of  the  United  States. 

Our  motto,  in  its  honest  straightforward  sense,  is  America 
for  the  Americans  and  the  Philippines  for  the  Filipinos. 

The  followng  resolution  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Dole 
and  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  on  the  most  favorable  showing,  the  experiments 
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now  being  made  by  the  United  States  in  the  government  of 
distant  dependencies  do  not  encourage  us  in  going  farther  in  that 
direction,  we  earnestly  remonstrate  against  the  extraordinary 
policy  of  the  Administration  touching  the  collection  of  customs 
in  Santo  Domingo  as  quite  beyond  the  authority  of  law,  foreign 
to  the  legitimate  business  of  popular  government  and  fraught 
with  dangerous  precedents  as  regards  our  relations  to  the  peoples 
of  Central  and  South  America. 


REMARKS    BY    ERNEST    CROSBY,   ESQ. 

Dr.  Lyman  Abbott's  name  has  been  mentioned  several  times 
this  afternoon.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  speaking  after  him  at  a 
great  meeting  of  Jews  in  New  York,  last  evening,  where  in  the 
presence  of  four  or  five  thousand  members  of  that  race  he  de- 
manded freedom  for  them  in  Russia  and  applauded  the  downfall 
of  autocracy.  I  resisted  the  temptation  to  ask  him  why  free- 
dom should  be  overridden  by  autocracy  in  the  Philippines,  but 
I  think  we  may  hope  that  the  claims  of  ordinary  logic  and  con- 
sistency will  before  long  make  him  condemn  the  despotism 
practised  by  his  own  people,  and  not  only  that  which  flourishes 
in  foreign  lands. 

I  would  like  to  echo  and  endorse  everything  that  your  Pres- 
ident has  said  in  his  able,  eloquent  and  unanswerable  address — 
except  one  statement.  When  he  says  it  would  be  impossible 
for  New  Yorkers  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Massachusetts  better 
than  you  do  yourselves,  it  seems  to  me  that  he  is  trying  to 
prove  too  much,  and  I  hope  that  when  his  paper  is  printed  he 
will  have  the  passage  stricken  out  as  irrelevant.  At  any  rate, 
as  a  single  New  Yorker,  I  feel  quite  capable  of  giving  you 
sound  and  necessary  advice  in  your  own  domestic  matters.  For 
instance,  I  have  read  in  one  of  your  newspapers  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts  was  recently  snubbed.  There  was  a 
time,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  if  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts 
had  been  snubbed,  I  do  not  care  by  whom,  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts would  have  wished  to  know  the  reason  why.  I  regret 
that  he  did  not  answer  back,  and  that  there  was  not  a  little 
more  reciprocity  in  the  conversation  at  least.  I  regrel  that  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  have  apparently  acquiesced  in  the 
proposition  that  the  President,  of  the  United  States  has  the 
right  to  lecture  governors  of  states  as  if  they  were  school-boys. 
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Generals  in  the  army  are  obliged  to  submit  to  such  treatment 
by  the  peculiar  rules  of  their  extraordinary  profession,  but  it 
was  news  to  me  that  governors  were  included  in  the  same 
category.  This  is  the  reverse  of  the  imperialistic  medal.  You 
cannot  have  an  empire  without  an  imperator,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  create  and  maintain  an  imperator  for  foreign  consumption 
only.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  today  of  the  evil  effects  of 
our  imperialism  abroad.  I  would  like  to  add  just  one  word  with 
reference  to  its  reflex  action  upon  us  at  home.  Within  a  fort- 
night we  have  had  at  least  two  other  exhibitions  of  it, — in  the 
total  disregard  by  the  Administration  of  the  majority  report 
of  its  own  commission  of  experts  on  the  Panama  Canal,  and  in 
the  remarkable  order  issued  to  members  of  the  cabinet  calling 
upon  them  to  hold  their  tongues.  It  is  not  only  the  matter  but 
the  manner  of  these  things  which  savors  of  the  imperator,  and 
it  is  truly  a  curious  bit  of  sarcasm  on  the  part  of  history  that 
in  the  President's  inner  circle  the  only  bulwark  which  we  have 
against  personal  imperialism  shouM  be  a  member  of  the  Bona- 
parte family! 

Mr.  Root,  who  accepts  the  personal  directions  of  his  chief 
with  the  subserviency  of  a  Turkish  Grand  Vizier,  loses  no 
opportunity  to  magnify  the  prestige  of  mere  office.  After  he 
had  resigned  the  post  of  Secretary  of  War  and  was  again  a 
private  citizen,  he  is  accompanied  to  the  station  by  a  troop  of 
cavalry,  an  unheard-of  kind  of  proceeding  at  Washington.  In 
New  York  he  speaks  to  the  Union  League  Club  of  the  President 
in  terms  only  appropriate  to  a  monarch.  "Your  President  and 
my  President,"  he  calls  him.  Mr.  Root  is  a  lawyer,  and  I 
challenge  him  to  produce  any  authority  in  the  Constitution  or 
in  Story's  Commentaries  upon  it  to  justify  such  language.  I 
am  not  conscious,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  possessing  a  President.  I 
am  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  Mr.  Higgins  is 
Governor  of  that  State,  but  he  is  not  my  Governor,  not  by  a 
great  deal.  There  is  no  personal  nexus  between  me  and  the 
Governor,  nor  between  me  and  the  President,  and  it  is  as  absurd 
and  unwarranted  to  speak  of  "my  President,"  as  of  "my  Sen- 
ate" or  "my  Supreme  Court."  These  may  seem  to  be  small 
matters,  but  a  feather  will  show  the  way  the  wind  blows,  and 
the  atmosphere  of  Washington  is  fast  becoming  saturated  with 
imperialistic  and  monarchical  ideas,  and  it  needs  a  good  blast  of 
fresh  air  from  the  Boston  of  Hancock  and  the  Adamses  to 
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purify  it.  Let  the  people  understand  that  we  cannot  own 
nations  of  helots  abroad  without  hazarding  the  manners  and 
customs  of  freedom  at  home.  We  cannot  deprive  the  Filipinos 
of  their  rights  without  losing  some  of  our  own  self-respect. 
Xor  would  I  hold  up  the  precedent  of  Cuba  as  an  example  to 
follow  too  closely.  The  freedom  which  we  have  "given''  to 
Cuba  has  a  pretty  substantial  string,  or  rather  a  stout  cable, 
tied  to  it,  and  it  was  affixed  altogether  in  our  own  interests  and 
not  in  those  of  the  Cubans.  In  freeing  the  Filipinos  the  only 
restrictions  upon  their  absolute  liberty  should  be  those  necessi- 
tated bv  consideration  for  their  welfare,  and  the  selfish  claims 
of  our  predatory  commerce  should  be  altogether  disregarded. 
The  bonds  which  we  use  to  enslave  foreign  peoples  or  to 
hamper  their  free  action  are  sure  sooner  or  later  to  prove 
entanglements  for  ourselves.  In  the  fullest  and  frankest  sense 
we  must  acknowledge  in  others  the  same  freedom  which  we 
claim  for  our  children  as  an  inestimable  heritage. 


REMARKS    BY    GAMALIEL   BRADFORD,    ESQ. 

1  wish  to  say  a  word  in  support  of  Mr.  Dole's  resolution. 

Last  spring  the  President  concluded  am  agreement  with 
President  Morales  according  to  which  he  was  to  take  over  the 
revenues  of  San  Domingo  and  apply  them  to  the  payment  of 
creditors.  The  Senate  insisted  upon  this  being  brought  before 
them  as  being  in  the  nature  of  a  treaty,  but  took  no  action  upon 
it,  and  the  President  announced  that  he  should  put  it  in  force 
as  if  the  Senate  had  ratified  it,  on  the  presumption  that  they 
would  do  so  in  the  autumn.  That  is  to  come  up  at  this  session 
and  is  of  immense  importance  to  the  future  of  the  couutry.  A 
dispatch  from  Washington  says  that  the  President  and  Mr. 
Root  regard  the  situation  in  San  Domingo  as  intoleiable,  and 
that  if  the  Senate  does  not  ratify  the  treaty  the  President  may 
be  forced  to  put  a  severe  strain  upon  his  conception  of  his  con- 
stitutional powers.  A  strain  upon  the  Constitution  is  bad 
enough,  but  when  it  comes  to  a  strain  upon  the  President's 
conception  of  his  powers,  the  case  is  much  worse.  He  distinctly 
utters  the  threat  that  if  the  Senate  does  not  bend  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  law  to  his  will,  he  will  proceed  to  act  as  he  thinks 
is  best  for  the  interests  of  San  Domingo  and  the  United  States. 
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In  other  words,  we  have  departed  from  constitutional  principle 
and  are  subject  to  the  will  of  a  single  man.  "We  have  come 
back  to  Louis  Napoleon  and  the  Empire  of  1851.  It  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  the  Senate  and  the  House  will  bend  to  the 
threat  or  allow  it  to  be  put  in  operation. 

The  meeting  was  dissolved. 
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